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JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

Three plead guilty in 
plot to hit power grid

Three men have pleaded guilty 
to terrorism-related charges for 
plotting to attack the U.S. power 
grid, hoping that the ensuing 
electricity outages would stir civil 
and economic unrest that could 
lead to a race war, the Justice 
Department said.

Christopher Brenner Cook, 20, 
of Columbus, Ohio; Jonathan 
Allen Frost, 24, of Katy, Tex., and 
West Lafayette, Ind.; and Jackson 
Matthew Sawall, 22, of Oshkosh, 
Wis., sought to assault power 
grids with “powerful rifles,” 
federal officials said. The three 
have pleaded guilty to one count 
of conspiring to provide material 
support to terrorists and face up 
to 15 years in prison.

“The defendants believed their 
plan would cost the government 
millions of dollars and cause 
unrest for Americans in the 
region,” the Justice Department 
said in a news release Wednesday. 
“They had conversations about 
how the possibility of the power 
being out for many months could 
cause war, even a race war, and 
induce the next Great 
Depression.”

In the fall of 2019, Frost and 

Cook met in an online chat group, 
and Frost raised the idea of 
attacking a power grid, according 
to the Justice Department. 
Within weeks, the two started 
recruiting others. Cook circulated 
a list of readings that promoted 
neo-Nazism and white-
supremacist ideology as part of 
the recruitment process, the 
agency said, and Sawall, already a 
friend of Cook, quickly joined.

A few months later, in February 
2020, the trio gathered in 
Columbus, Ohio. There, Frost 
supplied Cook with a rifle, which 
the two took to a shooting range 
for training, the Justice 
Department said in the news 
release. It said Frost also gave out 
“suicide necklaces” filled with 
fentanyl. The three agreed to take 
the drug should they be caught by 
law enforcement, the release said.

In August 2020, FBI agents 
searched the residences of the 
three men and found “racially 
motivated violent extremism Nazi 
material” and weapons, 
according to court documents. 

— Andrew Jeong

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT

Court-martial for sailor 
over arson accusations

A sailor accused of starting the 

fire that destroyed the USS 
Bonhomme Richard will face a 
court-martial for arson, the Navy 
said Friday.

Seaman Recruit Ryan Mays, 
20, faces two counts in military 
court for the July 2020 blaze that 
injured dozens of personnel 
aboard the amphibious assault 
ship as the fire burned for five 
days and sent acrid smoke 
wafting over San Diego. 

It marked one of the worst 

noncombat warship disasters in 
recent memory, and the vessel 
had to be scrapped. It would cost 
an estimated $4 billion to replace.

Mays set the fire because he 
was disgruntled after dropping 
out of Navy SEAL training, 
prosecutors said. His defense 
lawyers said there was no 
physical evidence connecting him 
to the blaze.

Mays was charged with 
aggravated arson and the willful 

hazarding of a vessel. 
Defense lawyer Gary Barthel 

said the decision to proceed to
trial came despite a hearing 
officer’s recommendation that 
there wasn’t enough evidence to 
win a conviction after a 
preliminary hearing in 
December. 

Mays maintains his innocence 
and looks forward to proving it at 
trial, Barthel said. 

Mays is no longer being
detained. He was demoted after 
the December hearing, though 
the Navy has declined to say why.

The lead federal fire 
investigator for the government 
determined the fire was started 
July 12, 2020, by someone who
ignited cardboard boxes in a 
vehicle storage area below deck. 
The defense presented evidence 
from experts that the blaze may 
have been sparked by an 
electrical malfunction. 

About 160 sailors and officers 
were on board as strong winds 
whipped flames into an inferno 
that sparked explosions. More 
than 60 sailors and civilians were
treated for minor injuries, heat 
exhaustion and smoke inhalation.

The 840-foot vessel had been 
docked at Naval Base San Diego 
while undergoing a two-year, 
$250 million upgrade. 

— Associated Press

MICHIGAN

Teen charged in 
slayings of boy,  2 adults

A 16-year-old boy has been 
charged as an adult in the fatal 
shootings of three people, 
including a mother and her 5-
year-old son, in a Detroit home.

The teen is scheduled to be 
arraigned Tuesday in Detroit’s 
36th District Court on three 
counts of felony murder, three 
counts of first-degree murder, 
armed robbery and gun charges, 
the Wayne County prosecutor’s 
office said Friday.

The bodies of Aaron Benson, 
32, LaShon Marshall, 28, and her 
son, Caleb Harris, were 
discovered Feb. 18 by Benson’s
cousin, who went to the home to 
check on him after not hearing 
from him for days.

The back door was open or had 
been kicked in. The bodies of the 
adults were in one room. The 
boy’s body was in a bedroom, 
police said. Each had been shot 
multiple times.

Detroit police later arrested 
two teens in the slayings. A 
warrant for charges against the 
second teen was denied due to 
insufficient evidence, the 
prosecutor’s office said.

— Associated Press
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Vehicles navigate Interstate 495 in Haverhill, Mass., in nearly 
whiteout conditions on Friday. Parts of New England were expected 
to receive about a foot of snow from the storm.

Politics & the Nation

BY MERYL KORNFIELD

Three major drug distributors 
and the drugmaker Johnson & 
Johnson finalized a $26 billion 
agreement on Friday to bring 
relief to states and communities 
affected by the opioid epidemic, 
in what lawyers say is a turning 
point in the deadly public health 
crisis.

The companies’ announce-
ment, a formal declaration that 
the firms will go through with a 
previously reported deal, kick-
starts a 60-day countdown to the 
date the deal is considered effec-
tive, the beginning of the release 
of funds — money that local lead-
ers across the country have start-
ed determining how to spend. 
After an unprecedented effort to 
achieve close to a national con-
sensus for the deal, a vast majori-
ty of communities have agreed to 
take part, launching new mea-
sures to tackle opioid abuse, in-
cluding new transparency into 
drug shipments.

The distributors, Cardinal,
McKesson and AmerisourceBer-
gen, said in a joint statement 
Friday that 46 out of 49 eligible 
states have joined their settle-

ment, which was “sufficient par-
ticipation” to proceed. Johnson & 
Johnson, which has committed as 
much as $5 billion in the settle-
ment, also confirmed it would 
move forward with the agree-
ment.

Lawyers representing the com-
munities in the massive web of 
federal litigation over the opioid 
epidemic say governments cover-
ing about 90 percent of the U.S. 
population have signed on to the 
deal, agreeing to drop legal 
claims against the companies in 
exchange for the funds. Separate-
ly, Native American tribes
reached an agreement this month 
with the companies for a $665 
million cut of the national sum.

“It’s huge,” said Joe Rice, a lead 
lawyer for the plaintiffs suing 
drug companies. “I think it’s the 
beginning of turning the curve 
against the opioid epidemic in 
small-town America. Looking 

back, I can’t think of any other 
situation where national litiga-
tion has put the money directly in 
the hands of small-town America. 
And they deserve it. They’re the 
ones that are fighting this battle.”

Rice and other lawyers, includ-
ing states’ attorneys general, have 
spent months explaining the 
framework of the settlement to 
local officials to coordinate the 
sweeping agreement, which 
could have failed if a critical mass 
was not achieved. Those who 
question the agreement with the 
companies raise concerns that 
the money is insufficient to cover 
the total cost of the drug epidemic 
and could be misused, as were the 
payouts from a 1998 settlement 
with major tobacco companies.

Thousands of communities 
have claimed in courts that dis-
tributors ignoring red flags and 
manufacturers falsely advertis-
ing their drugs’ nonaddictive po-
tential flooded their area with 
pain pills, leading to widespread 
addiction and overdoses that 
have continued to strain their 
health-care systems and social 
services. The companies do not 
admit wrongdoing.

“They say, ‘It’s just not enough 

money to solve the problem,’ ” 
Rice said, describing those con-
versations with local leaders. 
“And I say, ‘You’re right. It’s not.’ 
But we’re never going to solve the 
problem with money alone.”

Negotiators of the deal say the 
industry will face unprecedented 
scrutiny going forward, as the 
settlement establishes an inde-
pendent clearinghouse to oversee 
data from distributors showing 
where and when they are ship-
ping drugs. Johnson & Johnson 
stopped selling opioids in the 
United States.

Other companies may follow 
the path of the distributors and 
Johnson & Johnson, reaching a 
nationwide agreement to resolve 
litigation. In the meantime, litiga-
tion against others, including ma-
jor pharmacies, is still underway,
said Peter Mougey, an attorney 
leading negotiations for the com-
munities.

“We have to … take this one 
step at a time, and this is the 
major first step,” Mougey said.

Trials are scheduled for the 
coming months against drug 
companies, including Teva, Endo 
and Par Pharmaceuticals in Cali-
fornia and West Virginia. In an-

other West Virginia trial, over 
claims by hard-hit Cabell County 
and the city of Huntington, a 
decision is expected from a feder-
al judge. Meanwhile, negotiations 
are ongoing in bankruptcy court 
involving states, Purdue Pharma 
and its billionaire owners to re-
solve claims for possibly $6 bil-
lion after a previous deal was 
blocked over the civil immunity 
that Sackler family members 
would receive.

While government lawyers
continue their legal battle over 
the public health crisis that has 
claimed hundreds of thousands 
of American lives, community 
leaders are readying for the influx 
of funds from the distributors 
over the next 18 years and John-
son & Johnson for nine years.

More states, counties or cities 
may sign on to the deal after 
Friday’s deadline, increasing the 
total payout from the companies.

In Missouri, every county
signed on to the deal, unlocking 
$458 million in funds from the 
national agreement. With the 
portion allotted to St. Louis Coun-
ty, Executive Sam Page, a physi-
cian, envisions scaling up sub-
stance abuse treatment and men-

tal health resources for patients 
lacking sufficient insurance in his 
area, where he said the drug 
supply has become increasingly 
deadly because of fentanyl.

“This is a really big deal,” Page 
said.

In advance of the money, more 
than 40 states have passed laws or 
formed frameworks governing 
how the money is distributed and 
used, while several have bills in 
progress, said attorney Christine 
Minhee, the founder of watchdog 
website opioidsettlementtrack-
er.com.

Colorado, set to receive ap-
proximately $385 million, will 
seed regions that can govern how 
they spend the money. Near Den-
ver, Weld County, the state’s third-
largest, has not had funding for 
toxicology tests on suspected 
drug overdoses since a six-month 
grant more than two years ago, 
said Public Health spokesman 
Eric Aakko. County leaders would 
be interested in resuming the 
short-lived practice with the in-
coming money, Aakko said.

“When we’ve got that kind of 
data, it’s just going to help us as 
we make our decisions with how 
the funding is used,” he said.

Drugmaker J&J and major  distributors  finalize $26 billion opioid settlement
Money will flow to 
thousands of areas 

harmed  in health crisis
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Some of the presidential rec-
ords recovered from former pres-
ident Donald Trump’s residence 
at Mar-a-Lago are so sensitive 
they may not be able to be de-
scribed in forthcoming inventory 
reports in an unclassified way,
two people familiar with the mat-
ter said Friday.

The revelation comes as Rep. 
Carolyn B. Maloney (D-N.Y.) sent 
the National Archives and Rec-
ords Administration a request for 
further information on 15 boxes 
of records recovered from 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort last 
month. The Archives set Friday as 
its deadline for an inventory of 
the contents.

The Archives has publicly con-
firmed earlier reporting by The 
Washington Post that classified 
materials were found within the 
boxes and that torn-up records 
had been transferred to the Ar-
chives but not reconstructed by 
the Trump White House.

The inventory is expected to 
provide more information on the 
volume and scope of classified 
documents, including details on 
the level of classification, accord-
ing to the two people familiar 
with the matter, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss a sensitive topic. There are 
records at the very highest levels 
of classification, including some 
that can be viewed by only a small 
number of government officials, 
the two people said.

“There are records that only a 
very few have clearances” to re-

view, one of the people told The 
Post. The documents are so sensi-
tive that they may not be able to 
describe them in an unclassified 
way, and, therefore, such docu-
ments might be described broad-
ly in a classified addendum to the 
inventory, according to the two 
people.

Maloney is requesting the ad-
ditional information as a part of 
the congressional investigation 
into Trump’s handling of White 

House records.
In a letter to sent Thursday 

evening to Archivist of the United 
States David S. Ferriero, Maloney 
asked for a “detailed description 
of the contents of the boxes 
recovered from Mar-a-Lago … 
and identification of any items 
that are classified and the level of 
classification” by March 10.

Maloney also requested a de-
scription of any potential reviews 
conducted by other federal agen-

cies of the contents of the recov-
ered boxes, all presidential rec-
ords transferred to the Archives 
that Trump “had torn up, de-
stroyed, mutilated, or attempted 
to tear up, destroy or mutilate,” 
and communications between 
the Trump White House and the 
Archives related to the Presiden-
tial Records Act.

“I am deeply concerned that 
former president Trump may 
have violated the law through his 

intentional efforts to remove and 
destroy records that belong to the 
American people,” Maloney
wrote. “This Committee plans to 
get to the bottom of what hap-
pened and assess whether fur-
ther action is needed to prevent 
the destruction of additional
presidential records and recover 
those records that are still miss-
ing.”

The letter suggests that the 
House committee led by Maloney 

was broadening its efforts to 
probe the breadth of potential 
records act violations under 
Trump, who frequently flouted 
the legal requirements to safe-
guard documents produced dur-
ing his presidency and, at times, 
seemed intent on destroying rec-
ords.

The letter cited revelations 
from the Archives that the Trump 
White House failed to capture 
presidential records on social 
medial platforms, and is “con-
tinuing to search for missing 
records from the Trump Adminis-
tration” because of White House 
staffers who conducted official 
business “using nonofficial elec-
tronic messaging accounts that 
were not copied or forwarded to 
their official electronic messag-
ing accounts.”

Maloney asked for all docu-
ments and communications be-
tween Trump White House offi-
cials relating to the use of person-
al accounts for official business, 
the destruction of presidential 
records, the discovery of “paper 
in a toilet” in the White House or 
White House residence, and com-
munications with Trump about 
the Presidential Records Act.

Maloney added a request to 
prioritize from former White 
House chiefs of staff Mark Mead-
ows, John F. Kelly and Reince 
Priebus; former White House 
counsel Donald McGahn; former 
deputy White House counsel Ste-
fan Passantino; and former aides 
Nicholas Luna, Derek Lyons, 
Robert Porter and Madeleine
Westerhout.

Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land confirmed that the Justice 
Department has been in touch 
with the Archives about the dis-
covery of classified material in 
boxes taken earlier this week 
from Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, 
Fla., but stopped short promising 
a full investigation.

New revelations about files recovered from Mar-a-Lago
Some documents are 

so sensitive they may not 
be described publicly
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Newspapers and other items are loaded onto a truck at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington in January 2021.
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