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Families Settle 
GunmakerSuit 
For $73 Million 

Sandy Hook Case May

Set Payout Record 

This article is by Rick Rojas, Kar
en zraick and Troy Closson. 

The families of nine Sandy 
Hook school shooting victims set
tled a lawsuit for $73 million on 
Tuesday against the maker of the 
AR-15-style rifle used in the mas
sacre, in what is believed to be the 
largest payout by a gun manufac
turer in a mass shooting case. 

The agreement is a significant 
setback to the firearms industry 
because the lawsuit worked 
around the federal law protecting 
gun companies from litigation by 
arguing that the manufacturer's 
marketing of the weapon had vio
lated Connecticut consumer law. 
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The families argued that Rem
ington, the gunmaker, promoted 
sales of the weapon that appealed 
to troubled men like the killer who 
stormed into Sandy Hook Ele
mentary School in Newtown, 
Conn., on Dec. 14, 2012, killing 20 
first graders and six adults. The 
lawsuit was filed by relatives of 
live of the children and lour of the 
adults. 

KEVIN FRAYER/G£ITY Llli1AGE5 
Children taking speedskating lessons in Beijing. President Xi Jinping has made sporting success a pillar of the "Chinese dream." 

uThese nine families have 
shared a single goal from the very 
beginning: to do whatever they 

SE.nt WE.NIG/ASSOCIATED PR£SS 
Daniel Barden, who was killed 
in the Sandy Hook shooting. 

could to help prevent the next 
Sandy Hook," said Josh Koskoll, 
the lead lawyer for the families. "It 

is hard to imagine an outcome that 
better accomplishes that goal." 

In addition to the financial set
tlement, lawyers for the families 
said that Remington agreed to re
lease thousands of pages of inter
nal company documents, includ
ing possible plans for how to mar
ket the weapon used in the massa
cre - a stipulation that had been a 
key sticking point during negotia
tions. 

The families have said that a 
Continued on PageA15 

China Projects 
Power on Rink 

And Ski Slope 

By AMY QIN 

BEIJING - In the southern 
Chinese city of Guangzhou, which 
has sweltering temperatures for 
much of the year, children are 
ditching their flip flops for skis 
and hitting the indoor slopes. 

Out west, high up on the Tibetan 
Plateau, Qinghai Province has be
come an unlikely center for curl
ing, the traditional Scottish sport 
known as '1ice kettle" in Chinese. 

Over in the northeastern prov
ince of Liaoning, a group of retired 
men gather every day in the win
ter to strap on helmets and hockey 
pads and face off on an outdoor ice 
rink. 

Such scenes, once rare, are 
growing more common as the rul
ing Communist Party charges 
ahead with an ambitious cam
paign to transform China - large 
parts of which have never seen a 
single flake of natural snow -into 
a global winter sporting power. 

The campaign was started in 
2015 when China's leader, Xi Jin. 
ping, pledged that the country, 
which had just won the right to 

Continued on Page B13 

Jury Rejects Patin's Libel Claim 
Day Alter Judge Did the Same 

By JEREMY W. PETERS 
want to see journalists pay a 
steeper legal cost for getting 
something wrong are pushing the 
Supreme Court to reconsider the 
issue. 

For CNN's Chief, Walls Were Slowly Closing In 

This article is by Emily Steel, Jodi 
Kantor, Michael M. Grynbaum, 
James B. Stewart and John Koblin. 

Late in the day on Nov. 30, Jell 
Zucker, the president of CNN 
Worldwide, summoned his star 
anchor and friend, Chris Cuomo, 
to a meeting in the network's sky
scraper overlooking the Hudson 
River. 

Mr. Zucker was joined by the 
network's chief marketing officer 
- and his secret romantic partner
-Allison Gollust. They had to de-
liver a delicate message. 

Mr. Zucker told Mr. Cuomo that 

Sudden Exit by Zucker 

Came After Lengthy 

Series of Missteps 

CNN was suspending him be
cause of his unethical interactions 
with his brother, New York's gov
ernor. Mr. Cuomo was shocked 
and offered to resign. Mr. Zucker 

countered that the anchor might 
be able to return at some point, ac
cording to people with knowledge 
of the conversation. 

A Sneak Peek at Fall's Palette 

Mr. Cuomo felt reassured. He 
and Mr. Zucker were confidants, 
their fortunes entwined. Mr. 
Cuomo didn't bother to consult a 
lawyer. 

Barely 24 hours later, a letter ar
rived at CNN. It was from a law
yer representing a woman who 
had worked with Mr. Cuomo years 
earlier at ABC News. She said he 
had sexually assaulted her and 
that, in the heat of the # Me Too 
movement, Mr. Cuomo had tried 
to keep her quiet by arranging a 
flattering CNN segment about her 
employer at the time. 

Continued on Page A12 
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Patterns from the Gabriela Hearst Fall 2022 show on Tuesday, part of New York Fashion Week. 

Late Edition 

Today, partly sunny, breezy, milder, 
high 46. Tonight, partly to mostly 
cloudy skies, low 44. Tomorrow, 
variably cloudy, windy, quite mild, 
high 62. Weather map, Page A22. 
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PUTIN OFFERING 

TROOP PULLBACK 

AND DIPLOMACY 

A CALMER UKRAINE TONE 

Biden Remains Wary of 

'Threatening Position' 

of Russian Forces 

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI 
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR 

MOSCOW - President Vladi
mir V. Putin said on Tuesday that 
Russia would "partially pull back 
troops" deployed near Ukraine 
and was seeking a "diplomatic 
path" to resolving a tense standoff 
with the West, while President Bi
den welcomed further negotia
tions but warned that a Russian 
invasion "'remains very much a 
possibility." 

It was the second day in a row 
that Moscow appeared to swerve 
away from confrontation over 
Ukraine, alter its declaration on 
Monday that diplomatic options 
were "far from exhausted." 

"We intend to and will strive to 
reach agreement with our part
ners on the questions that we 
posed, in order to solve them by 
taking a diplomatic path," said Mr. 
Putin, standing alongside Chan
cellor Olaf Scholz of Germany at 
the Kremlin. 

Mr. Putin's willingness to con
tinue discussions was welcomed 
hours later by Mr. Biden, who 
vowed in afternoon remarks from 
the White House to "give the di
plomacy every chance" to prevent 
a Russian invasion. 

"As long as there is hope of a 
diplomatic resolution that pre
vents the use of force and avoids 
incredible human suffering that 
would follow," Mr. Biden said, "we 
will pursue it." 

Mr. Biden cautioned, however, 
that Russian forces remain °in a 
threatening position" - an as
sessment that echoed the dire 
warning issued by the Pentagon 
lour days ago, that Russia could 
launch an attack as early as 
Wednesday. 

The urgency of that warning 
seemed to recede on Tuesday as 
Mr. Putin adopted a more concilia
tory tone and announced the in
tention to pull back troops. But 
much of Russia's menacing force 
near Ukraine's border remained 
in place, and Western officials said 
it was far too soon to exhale over 
the danger that Mr. Putin could 
launch a large-scale war. They 
also said it was too early to assess 
Moscow's claim that it was pulling 
troops back from Ukraine's bor
der. 

"The Russian defense ministry 
reported today that some military 
units are leaving the positions 
near Ukraine. That would be 
good," Mr. Biden said. "But we 

Continued on Page A 9 

LATIN AMERICA Russia is trying 
to expand its influence in Brazil, 
Cuba and Argentina PAGE A7 

A jury rejected Sarah Palin's li
bel suit against The New York 
Times on Tuesday, a day alter the 
judge said he would dismiss the 
case if the jury ruled in her favor 
because her legal team had failed 
to provide sufficient evidence that 
she had been defamed by a 2017 
editorial erroneously linking her 
to a mass shooting. 

In absolving the The Times of li
ability, the jury concluded that the 
newspaper and its former opinion 
editor James Bennet had not 
acted with the level of reckless
ness and ill intent required to 
meet the high constitutional bur
den for public figures who claim 
defamation. 

Stark Transformation From Ohio Moderate to Trump's 'No. 1 Ally' 

By JENNIFER MEDINA 
and LISA LERER 

with Republican voters, and 
Trump aides wanted him doing 
more public events. The jury's verdict, and the 

judge's decision, served as a vali
dation of the longstanding legal 
precedent that considers an occa
sional mistake by the media a nec
essary cost of discourse in a free 

society. And it came as those who 

Ms. Palin is expected to appeal, 
but appeals courts tend to be def

Continued on Page A14 

BEACHWOOD, Ohio - In the 
fall of 2016, Donald J. Trump's 
presidential campaign was press
ing Ohio's young state treasurer, 
Josh Mandel, to step it up. A for
mer Marine, he held some sway 

But Mr. Mandel couldn't quite 
find the time. He just had so many 
scheduling conflicts, he joked over 
breakfast with Matt Cox, a Repub
lican lobbyist and, at the time, a 
friend. Mr. Cox recalled Mr. Man-
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Behind the Ottawa Protests 
Self-appointed leaders, some with mili
tary and right-wing organizing back
grounds, have orchestrated a disci-
plined occupation. PAGE A6 
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Fed Confirmations Stalled 
Republicans unhappy with President 
Biden's pick for the nation's top bank 
supervisor retaliated with a no-show on 
a key Federal Reserve vote. PAGE Bl 
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Conservative Political Satirist 
P.J. 0' Rourke was a voice from the right 
who skewered Democrats and Republi
cans alike. He was 74. PAGE B15 
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Third Person Cured of H.I.V. 
A novel treatment using blood from an 
umbilical cord instead of bone marrow 
could open a door to helping more 
people of diverse racial backgrounds 
overcome their infections. PAGE Al9 

The Climate Leader Is Back 
The Biden administration is restoring 
California's power to set its own limits 
on tailpipe pollution and is largely 
adopting the state's rules regarding 
heavy trucks. PAGE Al9 
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A Basquiat, or Not? 
Questions have arisen about 25 vibrant 
paintings said to be by the artist that 
are now on display in Florida. PAGE c1 

FOOD D1-8 

Fancying Basic Chocolate 
Sometimes, the most expensive ingredi
ents aren't needed. Take a bite of the 
flourless cake, above, with melted choc
olate chips, and you'll see why. PAGE DI 

Chicken That Never Chirped 
Some companies are racing to bring 
laboratory-grown meat to the market. 
"We are changing the paradigm," one 
company owner said. "We are detach
ing the meat from the animal." PAGE DI 
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de! rattling off the excuses he used 
to avoid being too closely linked to 
a candidate he wasn't sold on: 
Running after his three children, 
other political commitments, his 
observance of all those Jewish 
holidays. 

Once Mr. Trump won, any reluc
tance from Mr. Mandel fell away 

fast. Within weeks, he spoke at the 
president-elect's first victory 
rally, slamming those who were 
"avoiding Trump" during the elec
tion. Five days alter the rally, he 
launched his second bid for Sen
ate, borrowing Mr. Trump's catch
phrases of a "rigged system" and 

Continued on Page A16 
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Critics Attack Harvard's Release of Therapy Records in Suit 
By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS 

In 2020, after Lilia Kilburn , a 
graduate student , filed a formal 
complaint notifying Harvard Uni
versity that an anthropology pro
fessor was sex uall y harassing her, 
an investigation was opened, as 
required by federal law. 

What happened next stunned 
Ms. Kilburn , according to her law
yers . 

In the course of that investiga
tion, Harvard obtained notes from 
her psychotherapy sessions, ac
cording to a federal lawsuit filed 
last week in Boston, and gave 
them to John Comaroff - the pro
fessor she had accused of kissing, 
hugg ing and groping her - who 
then used them to try to under
mine her credibility, according to 
the lawsuit. 

In the wide-ranging lawsuit by 
Ms. Kilburn and two other gradu
ate students , Ms. Kilburn accuses 
Harvard of obtaining her confi
den tial therapy records without 
her consent and then giving them 
to Dr. Comaroff, as well as to other 
Harvard officials. 

In rea ction to a storm of criti
cism, Harvard said that it would 
not seek such documen ts without 
the consent of the pat ient, but tha t 
any documents it acquired would 
be shared with both sides during 
an investigation. 

Dr. Comarof ~ through his law
yers , denied any mis conduct . Har
vard found tha t Dr. Comaroff had 
engaged in verbal conduct that vi
olated policies on sexual and gen
der -based harassment and profes
sional conduct. 

In this tangle of charges and 
claims - with so many facts in 
dispute - lies a messy reality: 
The very act of making a sexual 
harassment claim can set off a 
convoluted legal procedure, in 
which the accusers may not fully 
understand the rules or the reper
cussions of any decis ion , like re
leasing medical records. And be
cause so many accusers make 
claims without a lawyer, as Ms. 
Kilburn initially did, they rely on 
universities to guide them 
through the thicket. 

In this case, experts in sexual 
harassment proceed ings ques
tioned not only whether Harvard 
act ed legally to obtain Ms. Kil
burn's medical records, but 
whether it acted ethically. 

Univers ity officials "are often 
thinking about protecting the 
school , not protecting the client," 
said Arthur Caplan , a professor of 
medi .cal ethics at New York Uni
ve rsi ty 's Grossman School of 
Med icine . 

The chain of events was set off 
when Harvard asked Ms. Kilburn 
for the names of people who had 
information tha t would be rele
vant to her case, her lawye rs said . 
She gave Harvard's Office for Dis
pute Resolution the name of her 
psychotherap ist, according to her 
lawyers , a fact that was not in the 
lawsuit. 

"But Ms. Kilburn did not intend 
tha t her rec ords be re leased to 
Harvard, nor that they be shared 
with Professor Comaroff,'' one of 
her lawyers , Russell Kornblith, 
said in an email . 

Yet Harvard , the lawsuit said, 
contacted Ms. Kilburn's psycho
therapist , who wa s not affiliated 
with the university . The complain t 
sugges ts th at Harvard somehow 
persuaded the therapist to dis-
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A walkout on Monday organized by students in support of a la ws u it over Harvar d's handling of sexual harassment al legations. 

Asking whether a 
university's actions 
were legal or ethical. 

close information without author
ization. 

Harvard then gave the notes to 
Dr. Comaroff , according to the 
lawsu it. 

Dr. Comaroff "deployed the 
notes to gasligh t Ms. Kilburn , 
claiming that she mus t have imag
ined that he sexually harassed her 
because she was experiencing 
pos t-traumatic stress disorde r -
a condition that she deve loped as 
a direct result of his conduct;• the 
comp lain t says. 

The lawsui t says that under 
Massachuse tt s law, it is a breach 
of fiduciary duty and an invasio n 
of priv acy for a health care 
provider to disclose confidential 
medical information without con
sent. 

Harvard dispu ted Ms . Kilburn 's 
accusations, which it said in a 
statement were " in no way a fair 
or accurate representation of the 
thoughtful steps taken by the uni
versity in response to concerns 
that were brought forward, the 
thor ough revie ws conducted , and 
the results of those reviews ."' 

But the university said it could 
not discuss her case specifically 
without breaching confidentiality, 
and only provided background in
formation on wha t it does typical
ly in such cases . Harvard said it 
would only contact a therapist if a 
patient said the therapist had rele
vant informa tion - and then only 
with consent. 

But whether Harvard should 
have pursued the confidential 
records is anothe r matter , accord
ing to Dr. Caplan, the ethic ist. 

"That's very murky in terms of 
consent , because she 's pressured , 

she's vulnerab le; he said. "Does 
she really know what she's turn
ing over? It's a very fraught situa 
tion." 

He added: "I'm not even sure if 
you said it was OK to share it, tha t 
it would be OK to do it anyway." 

Nei ther side would release the 
name of the therapist . 

Harvard also said that the par 
ties to a dispute were told that in
formation would be shared with 
both sides, and tha t if they were 
not willing to share it, they should 
not submit it. This is standard 
practice under Title IX, the federal 
education law that mandates in
vestigations into sexual har
assment claims, said Brett 
Sokolow, a lawyer and presiden t 
of the Associa tion of Title lX Ad
minis trators, who is unconnec ted 
to the case . 

Harvard said that all parties 
were notified - during interviews 
and in writing - of the require
men t to share documents, and 
tha t it was also included in a list of 
Frequently Asked Ques tions on 
its website. 

One of Dr. Comaroff's lawyers, 

Ruth O'Meara-Co stello , denied 
that he had gaslighted Ms. Kil
burn . She said in an email that she 
had worked with the same investi
gator in other Title IX cases, and 
that "she is scrupulous about com 
municating to both parties that in
formation and documents they 
share with the investigators will 
also be provided to the other 
party :• 

At many universities , if a com
plainan t, like Ms. Kilburn, offers a 
therapist's records as corrobora
tion, the university will han d the 
accuser a consent form to fill out 
and sign, including the name of 
the therapist, Mr. Sokolow said. 

"We then take that form to the 
therapist and ask for the records 
to be released, " Mr. Sokolow said . 
"We usually clarify with the com
plainan t whether we are asking 
for full release or a redacted 
range. And we say, please under 
stand that if these records are re
leased to us and are re levant, 
they 'll be incorporated in the in
vestigation file, which is shared 
among everyone involved ."' 

The plaintiffs say that there is 

Lilia Kilburn said Harvard obtained he r therapy records without 
her consent and gave them to the pro fessor she ha d accused . 

no record of a signed consent 
form. 

In its background sta temen t, 
Harvard says tha t it is up to the 
therapist to ge t consent from the 
patient to release records - not 
up to Harvard. 

That may be legal, but it is prob
ably not in line with the practices 
of most other schoo ls, Mr. Sokolow 
said. 

"They seem to ha ve shifted the 
respons ibility onto the person 
who was treating Ms. Kilburn ," 
Mr. Sokolow said, adding, " In my 
experience, that's something al
most always orchestrated by the 
institution and its inves tigato rs. " 

Someone like Ms. Kilburn may 
be naive and vulnerable, and not 
able to act in her own best inter
ests, Dr. Caplan, the medical ethi
cist, said . 

She did not have a lawyer when 
she made her complaint or when 
she gave Harvard her therapist 's 
name, Mr. Kornblith said. She 
hired his firm, Sanford Heisler 
Sharp , las t year. 

The firm brought the issue of 
the records to Harvard 's atte ntion 
in September 2021, and asked 
Harvard to preven t further distri 
but ion or viewing of the records, 
but according to the complaint , 
Harvard refused . 

The lawsui t goes on to say tha t 
Harvard disseminated the 
records to many peop le involved 
in addressing the complaint, in
cluding several faculty members , 
deans , members of the Office for 
Gender Equity and Title IX co
ordinators . 

Mr. Kornb lith said that what
ever Harvard's written policies, 
Ms. Kilburn had been caught un
awares. " If their mes sage is es
sentially caveat emp tor,"' he said , 
"then our client is really doing a 
service by warning people tha t 
this is how they trea t men tal 
health records. " 

Jury Rejects Palin's Libel Claim a Day After the Judge Did the Same 
From Page Al 

erential to decisions made by ju
ries. Even if she does not succeed, 
those who want to revis it the cur
rent standard of libel , which was 
set by the 1964 case The New York 
Times Company v. Sullivan , will 
continue their push to find a case 
to challenge the established 
precedent, legal experts said. 

It requires the votes of lour jus
tices for the Supreme Court to 
take a case. Given critical com
ments tha t justices like Clarence 
Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch 
have made abou t the Sullivan rul
ing , that may be easier to do if the 
court is pres ented with the right 
case than legal scholars would 
have expec ted just a short time 
ago . 

"I don 't think it's a big effort to 
come up with the three or four ex
tra votes here to revis it;" said Da
vid A. Logan, a professor at Roger 
Williams University School of 
Law who has argued that the Sulli
van standard is too broad. 

The fact tha t this bedrock prin
ciple of First Amendment law 
could be up for review is a surpris
ing development, Mr. Logan add
ed. The skepticism about Sullivan 
has come mostly, but not exclu
sively, from the political righ t. 
11'lwo years ago, we would not be 
having this conversation,"' Mr. Lo
gan said. 

The Palin suit set up a high
stakes test of the law involving 
press freedoms. Lawye rs for Ms. 

Other points of view 
on the Opinion pages 
seven days a week. 
The New York Times 

Palin , the forme r governor of 
Alaska and the 2008 Repub lican 
vice-p residenti al nominee, ar
gued that the legal protections in 
place for half a century to shie ld 
journalists from liability are 
overly broad relics of a pre-inter
net era. Under the Sullivan stand 
ards , a publi c figure like Ms. Palin 
has to prove tha t a news outlet 
acted with "actual malice" in pub
lish ing false information, meaning 
it disp layed a reckless disregard 
for the truth or knew the informa
tion was false. 

The Times, which acknow l
edged and corrected the error in 
question soon after it was pub
lished , has not lost a libe l case in 
an American courtroom in at least 
50 years. 

Meredith Kopit Levien , the 
chief executive of the Time s Com
pany, said on Tuesday that the ver 
dict marked "a good day for jour 
nalism" and "a good day for the 
free press ." 

Ms. Palin told reporters outside 
the courthouse that she wa s "dis
appointed" in the verdict . Asked if 
she had a message for The Times , 
she said: "Tell the truth . It's as 
simple as that. • 

The jurors made no immediate 
comment after the verdict. 

Ms . Palin 's lawyers may get an
other chance to make their case 
for why press pro tections should 
be pared back. Legal experts said 
one avenue for asking an appeals 
court to reconsider the case wa s to 
argue that the courts sho uld re
visit the broad defini tion of a pub
lic figure in current law, which 
makes it extremely difficult for 
people who have even modest 
public profiles to success fully sue . 

But ultimately , her appeal may 
never reach the Supreme Court. 

Firs t Amendment scholars said 
the appeals court may view her 
case skeptically given that both 
the judge and the jury decided she 
had not met her burden of proof . 
And the jus tices may find it more 
palatable to take a case involving 
a less politically charged public 
figure . 

"There is unease on the court 
about The New York Times v. Sul
livan test; said Eugene Volokh, 
who teaches First Amendmen t 

A test of a First 
Amendment principle 
may not be the last. 

law at the Univers ity of California , 
Los Angeles . But Mr. Volokh said 
he believed there was little chance 
that Ms. Pal in's case would end up 
being the vehicle for any effort to 
roll it back because the jury did 
not believe he r argument tha t Mr. 
Bennet wa s so blinded by his dis
gust for her that he knew the edi
torial contained ma terial tha t was 
likely false and overlooked evi 
dence to the cont rary. 

"It sounds like the jury didn't 
buy that ," Mr. Volokh said. "And it 
becomes very difficult to argue to 
the court, 'Well, they though t it 
was an innocent mistake , but they 
were wrong.' "' 

Ms. Palin's suit claimed tha t 
The Times defamed her with an 
editor ial that incorrectly asserted 
a link between her politic al rheto
ric and a mass shooting near Tuc
son, Ariz., in 2011 that left six peo
ple dead and 14 wounded, includ 
ing Gabrielle Giffords , then a 

Democratic member of Congress. 
Ms. Giffords's distric t had been 
one of 20 sing led out underneath 
digitized cross hairs on a map cir
culated by Ms. Palin's political ac
tion committee. There was no evi
dence the shooter had seen or was 
motivated by the map . 

The editorial was pub lished on 
June 14, 2017, the same day a gun 
man opened fire at a baseball field 
in Vrrginia where Republican con
gres smen were practi cin g, inj ur
ing several peop le, including Rep
resentat ive Steve Scalise of Loui
siana. The headline was "Ameri 
ca's Lethal Politics ," and the 
edi tor ial asked whether the Vrr
ginia shooting was eviden ce of 
how vicious American politics had 
become. The Times corrected the 
edi tor ial the morning afte r it was 
published after readers pointed 
out the mistake . 

On the witness stand, Mr. Ben
ne t, who inserted the erroneous 
wording into the article , testifi ed 
that the incident had left him 
racked with guilt and tha t he ha d 
thought about it almost every day 
since . "It was just a terrible mis
take ,"' he said . 

Throughou t the tr ial, Ms . 
Patin's lawyers attem pted to con
vince the jury tha t Mr. Bennet had 
ac ted out of animus toward her 
and, regardless of any contrition 
he later showed, made the er ror 
throug h a combination of care
lessness and a willful ove r looking 
of facts. Often, the evidence they 
produced in internal Times emails 
and the answers they elicited dur
ing a week of testimony pain ted 
an unflattering picture of the in
ner workings of the news organi
zation . 

The Times journalists involved 
in writing , editing and fact-check-

ing the editorial testified about 
lapses and overs igh ts they regret 
ted . The or iginal wri ter of the arti
cle said on the witness stand, for 
examp le, that she had not read 
very carefully the version Mr. 
Bennet rewrote . A fac t checker 
said she had over looked the line 
about political inciteme nt tha t 
trigg ered Ms. Palin 's suit. 

Times lawyers poin ted to a se
ries of steps taken by Mr. Benne t 
and others tha t they said demon 
strated how serious ly The Times 
had take n the issue upon learning 
about the mistake - including an 
email Mr. Benn et sent at 5 a.m . the 
morning after the editorial was 
published seeking to reso lve the 
issue as soon as possib le and the 
fact that once The Times pub
lished a correction it drew atten 
tion to it on social media . 

The ru ling on Monday by the 
judge , Jed S. Rakoff, came in re
sponse to a routine procedural 
motion by Times lawyers to rule in 
its favor, which defendants have a 
right to do after the plaintiff has 
presented all of its evidence to the 
jury. He found those claims by The 
Times convincing but also cr iti
cized the newspaper's er ror as an 
examp le of "very unfortuna te edi 
tor ializing." 

His ruling also set up an awk
ward dynamic , coming as jurors 
were delibera ting just down the 
hall from the courtroom . Though 
the judge instructed them not to 
read any med ia coverage of the 
trial, some legal experts criticized 
him for making public a decis ion 
that could have influen ced their 
verdict if they had learned of it. 

There were no immedi ate signs 
that had happened. The jury delib
erated for roughly five hours on 
Tuesday before announcing its 
verdict just after 2:30 p.m . 
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Pick to Run 
Universities 
Draws Outcry 
In Georgia 

By GIULIA HEYWARD 

Georg ia's public univers ity sys
tem said on Tuesday tha t former 
Gov. Sonny Perdue was its sole fi
nal ist to become chancellor, a 
choice that has outraged some 
pro fess ors and led a regional 
agency to threaten the accred
itation of the 26-schoo l system. 

The likely appointment of Mr. 
Perdue, a Republican, comes dur
ing a volatile time in Georgia poli
tics , with the State Legis lature 
considering several bills that 
would ban, or limit , how race and 
activism are taught in the class 
room. 

"A chancellor's job is to defend 
the system against such bills," 
said Matthew Boedy, a rheto ric 
and composi tion professor at the 
University of Nort h Georgia and 
the president of the Georgia con
ference of the American Associa
tion of University Professors . " I 
can't imagine Sonny Perdue doing 
that. " 

The association has publicly 
condemned how the un iversity 
system se lected Mr. Perdue, a 
process that large ly occurred in 
meetings withou t faculty input 
and closed to the publi c. 

Mr. Perdue served two terms as 
governor from 2003 to 2011, and 
late r became Secretary of Agri
culture under President Donald J. 
Trump . He would not be the first 
governor to move into academia : 
Former Gov. Janet Napolitano of 
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Former Gov. Sonn y Perdu e is 
the finalist for chancellor. 

Ar izona , a Democra t , later ran the 
University of California system, 
and forme r Gov. Mitch Danie ls of 
Indiana has led Purdue Univer
sity since 2012. 

"Governor Perdue stood out for 
his impressive experience and 
leadership in public service as 
well as a vas t understanding not 
only of Georgia and its communi
ties but of th e issues facing the 
university system as we move for
ward," Harold Reyno lds, the chair 
of the Board of Regents, said in a 
statement on Monday. 

Mr. Perdue , a graduate of the 
University of Georgia, said he con
sidered the opportunity to lead the 
university system, which has 
more than 340,000 students, as 
the caps tone to a career of public 
service . 

"Higher education is where I 
wanted to have a re al impac t as 
governor , only to be stymied by 
twin recessions ,"' he said in the 
board -issued statement. 

In Apr il, before the Board of Re
gen ts selected Mr. Perdue, the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schoo ls Commission on Col
leges sent it a warning letter sta t
ing tha t the appointment of a for
mer governor could uplace the ac
creditation of the institution(s) 
they govern in jeopardy." 

If a college loses accredi tation, 
warned the agency's presiden t, 
Belle S. Whee lan, it could cause 
enrollment decline s, lead to bad 
publicity and revoke the schoo l's 
access to federal money. 

Revoking accreditation to 
schoo ls including the Unive rsity 
of Georgia, Fort Valley State and 
Georgia Southern would be a 
monumental step. But the threat 
is part of the latest controversy for 
the Board of Regents, which in Oc
tober approved a new policy 
where universities can fire 
tenured professors with little to no 
faculty inpu t. 

The policy, according to the 
American Assoc iation of Univer
sity Pro fessors , is the only one of 
its kind in the country . 

Tha t decis ion and the selec tion 
of Mr. Perdue are both intrusions 
on academic freedom, Mr. Boedy, 
the University of Nort h Georgia 
professor , said. It 's "another 
dea th, wound, stab in the heart for 
anybody that works in the univer
sity system to have someone like 
this," he said. 

Mr. Perdue's appo intment as 
chancellor would also limit his 
contributions to the campaign of 
David Perdue, his cousin and a 
former senator who is running 
against Gov. Brian Kemp in May 's 
Republican primary. 

Mr. Kemp had received Mr. 
Trump 's endorsement in 2018, but 
their re lationship de teriorated fol
lowing the Kemp adminis tration 's 
refusal to undermine Georgia 's 
presidenti al election results in 
2020. 

Stephanie Saul contributed report• 
ing. 




