Jury %é'ecztgﬂzifnz’: Libel Claim
Day After Judge Did the Same

By JEREMY W. PETERS

A jury rejected Sarah Palin’s li-
bel suit against The New York
Times on Tuesday, a day after the
judge said he would dismiss the
case if the jury ruled in her favor
because her legal team had failed
to provide sufficient evidence that
she had been defamed by a 2017
editorial erroneously linking her
to a mass shooting.

The jury’s verdict, and the
judge’s decision, served as a vali-
dation of the longstanding legal
precedent that considers an occa-
sional mistake by the media a nec-
essary cost of discourse in a free
society. And it came as those who

want to see journalists pay a
steeper legal cost for getting
something wrong are pushing the
Supreme Court to reconsider the
issue.

In absolving the The Times of li-
ability, the jury concluded that the
newspaper and its former opinion
editor James Bennet had not
acted with the level of reckless-
ness and ill intent required to
meet the high constitutional bur-
den for public figures who claim
defamation.

Ms. Palin is expected to appeal,
but appeals courts tend to be def-
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