
Sites Urged 
ToAddress 
Threats Made 
ln WebPosts 

By AISHVARYA KAVI 

WASHINGTON - The leaders 
of two House pane ls sent letter s 
on Friday to eight social media 
companies demanding that they 
take 11immediate action" to ad
dress threats on their platforms 
toward federal law enforcement 
officiais alter a surge in right 
wing calls for violence following 
the F.B.1.'s search of former Presi
dent Donald J. Trump 's home in 
Florida. 

ln the letters, Representatives 
Carolyn B. Maloney, Democrat of 
New York and the chairwoman of 
the House Oversight Committee, 
and Stephen F. Lynch, Democrat 
of Massac husetts and the chair 
man of its National Security Sub
committee , also expressed con
cern alx>ut '1reckless statements" 
from Mr. Trump and some Repub
lican members of Congress. The 
statements have "coincided with a 
spike in social media users calling 
for civil war and violence toward 
law enforceme nt ;' they said. 

The letters were sent to main
stream platforms likeTwitter , Tik
Tok and Facebook's parent com
pany, Meta, as well as right-wing 
social media sites like Gab, Gettr 
and Rumble. A letter also went to 
Truth Social, Mr. Trump 's social 
media site, which erupted with 
calls for violence last week, after 
F.B.I. agen ts carted away boxes of 
highly sensitive documents from 
Mar-a-Lago, the former presi
dent' s estate in Palm Beach, Fla. 
Mr. Trump had apparently taken 
the materials from the White 
House and refused to return them. 

As Republican lawmake rs rai
lied around the former president, 
many of them criticized lederal 
law enforcement officiais. Mr. 
Trumpdescribed his home as 11un
der siege" by F.B.I. agents, and his 
political committee asked follow
ers in a fund-raising message, 
"Will you light with me?" 

The lawm akers' letters specifi
cally cited comments from Repre
sentative Kevin McCartliy of Cali
fornia, the Republican leader, ac
cus ing the Justice Department of 
being 11weaponizecl" against Mr. 
Trump, and inflammatory tweets 
!rom Republican lawmakers. Sen
ator Rick Scott, Republican of 
Florida, and Representative Lau
ren Boebert, Repu blican of Col
orado, separa tely drew compar-

A surge in right-wing 
calls for violence after 
the F.B.l.'s search. 

isons between the F.B.I. and the 
Nazi secret police. A state law
maker in Florida wrote that F.B.I. 
agents operating there "should be 
arrested upon sight." 

The House lawmakers asked 
compan ies to provide information 
on the number of threats they had 
identified agains t federal law en
forcement, how man y they had re
moved and reported to the au
thorities, and whether they were 
directly related tothe Mar-a-Lago 
search. The letters also asked for 
informatio n on the companies' ap
proaches to removing threa ts 
from their platforms . 

In the 24 hours alter the Mar-a
Lago search, Twitter saw a tenfold 
increase in IX)Sts mentioning "civ
il war," according to Dataminr, a 
tool that analyzes Twitter data . On 
Telegram , a messaging platform 
tha t the lawmakers also con
tacted, the Proud Boys, a far-right 
group, posted afterthe search that 
"civil war is imminent .1' 

Truth Social users also posted 
messages urging others to take up 
arms and "fight back." An account 
matching the name of Ricky W. 
Shilfer, the Ohio man who tried to 
breach the F.B.l.'s field office in 
Cincinnati last week and was 
killed by law enforcement after 
exchanging gunfire in an hours
long standoff, posted messages 
proposing war and urging others 
to kil! federal agents. The House 
lawmakers cited the episode as an 
instance of how online vitriol had 
resulted in real-wor ld violence, 
and they 110ted other clear threa ts 
to kill F.B.I. agents on sites like 
Gab. 

,iviolent rhetoric and personal 
threa ts and attacks toward law en
forcement officers have dead ly 
consequences ," the lawmakers 
wrote. 

Sorne Republicans have re
buked their colleagues for the 
broadsides against law enforce
ment and urged a more restrained 
case for delending Mr. Trump . 
And in a statement last week, 
Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. di
rector, defended the bureau's ac
tions and denounced attac ks on 
law enforcement . 

' 1Unfounded attacks on the in
tegrity of the F.B.I. erode respect 
for the ru!e of law and are a grave 
disservice to the men and women 
who sacrifice so mucl1 to protect 
otherst Mr. Wray said. uviolence 
and threa ts against law enforce
ment , including the F.B.I., are dan
gerous and should be deeply con
cerning to all Americans. 11 
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Diane Foley, whose son James, ajou rnalist, was one of the Ame rica ns killed by the militants , outside the courthouse on Friday with other victim s' family membe rs. 

Islamic State Militant Gets Life in Killing of Hostages 
By GLENN TH RUSH 

and ADAM GOLDMAN 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. - A key 
member of an lslamic State cell 
known as the Beatle s was sen
tenced to life in prison on Friday 
for his role in the abduction, abuse 
and deaths of four Americans in 
Syria, ending a long and wrench
ingeffort by theirfamilles to bring 
him to justice. 

In April, a jury found El Shafee 
Elsheikh, 34, guilty on four counts 
of hostage-taking and four counts 
of conspiracy alter a two-week 
trial. Former captives detailed re
lentless beati ngs, sexual abuse, 
waterboarding and killings by 
three young Britons, who were 
nicknamed the Beatles for their 
accents and their incessant han
ter. 

The relati ves of the four Ameri
cans - the journalists James Fo
ley and Steven J. Sotloff as well as 
the aid workers Kayla Mueller 
and Peter Kassig - watched in
tently, at limes linking arms, as 
Judge Thoma s S. Ellis III of Fed
eral District Court for the Eastern 
Distric t of Virginia sente nced Mr. 
Elsheikh to eight concurren t life 
terms without parole. 

11 It is a hollow victory1" said Di
ane Foley, Mr. Foley's mother, who 
noted the sen tence was handed 
down on the eighth anniversary of 
her son's beheading. "Our familles 
have lost our loved ones forever.'' 

Judge Ellis, commenting on the 
declining interest in the case over 
the years, urged reporters cover
ing the hearing, and the country at 
large, "to not forge! what hap
pened here!' 

Mr. Elsheikh, who remained po
lite, relaxed and largely im passive 
in his court appearances, already 
knew he would be confined to a life 
behind bars before the sentencing 

on Friday. He was slated to serve 
five lite terms under mandatory 
federal guidelines, but lawyers for 
the Justice Department had re
quested a heavier punishment. 

Yet on Friday, Mr. Elshe ikh 
seemed more fidgety than usual, 
apparently discomlited by the 
stiff, gree n prison jumpsuit he was 
wearing; he scra tched , at times 
frenetically, under his collar as he 
listened to family members and 
one freed hostage, detail his ac
tions . 

11It was stressfuli'' Carl Mueller, 
the lather of Ms. Mueller, said of 
sitting only a few yards away from 
Mr. Elsheikh. "l've spent so much 
lime staring at the back of his 
head. But it's worth it, knowing 
he's getting what he deserved:' 

Prosecutors viewed every addi 
tional year added to his sentence, 
however symbolic, as vital, given 
the brutality of the crimes and the 
desire to send a message to would
be militants. In a graphie 22-page 
sentencing memo presented to 
the court, a lead prosecutor in the 
case, Raj Parekh, argued for the 
maximum penalty allowed by law, 
citing the cell's involvement in 
many other offenses committed 
during the lslamic State's ram
page through Syria in 2012 and 
2013. 

Mr. Parek h, the first assistant 
U.S. attorney for the Eas tern Dis
trict of Virginia, made that case in 
court, too, reciting a litany of the 
horror s visited on the captives -
including one instance in which 
members of the Beatles forced 
two men to beat each other sense 
less while they performed a mock
ing play-by-play. 

He conceded that his descrip
tion, however vivid, did not cap
ture the depth of the captives' suf
fering, and concluded with a refer
ence to Dante 's Inferno: "We Jack 

Graham ls Told to Appear 
Before Trump Grand Jury 

By RICHARD FAUSSET 

ATLANTA- A federal judge on 
Friday turned down a request by 
Senator Lindsey Graham of South 
Carolina to avoid testifying next 
week before a special grand jury 
investigating attempts by former 
President Trump and his allies to 
overturn lùs November 2020 elec
tion Joss in Georgia. 

The order, issued by U.S. Dis
tric t Court J udge Leigh Martin 
May, means Mr. Graham, a South 
Carolina Republican and staunch 
Trump ally, is on track to appear in 
a closed -door session of the spe
cial grand jury on Tuesday at a 
downtown Atlanta courthouse. 
However, Mr. Graham already has 
taken his case to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Il th Circuit, which 
has the ability to step in to post
pone his appearance. 

Judge May had earlier issued 
an order forcing the senator to 
give testimony, but Mr. Graham 
asked the judge to stay the order 
whi!e he pursued his appeal in the 
case. On Friday, the judge wrote 
that "the public interest would not 
be served" by granting a stay and 
delaying Mr. Graham's testimony. 

11 In this context , the public in
terest is well-served when a law
ful investigation aimed at uncov
ering the tacts and circumstances 
of alleged attempts to disrupt or 
influence Georgia's elections is al
lowed to proceed without unnec
essary encumbrances," Judge 
May, who was appointed by Presi-

dent Barack Obama, wrote. 
Mr. Graham is one of a number 

of Republican witnesses who have 
fought sub poenas to appear in 
person before the grand jury. So 
far, most have lost. 

Mr. Trump's former persona! 
lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuliani, spent 
hours before the same special 
grand jury earlier this week, alter 
init ially say ing that health condi
tions prevented him from flying to 
Atlanta from New York. Two other 
Trmnp team lawyers who unsuc 
cessfully fought their subpoenas, 
Jenn a Ellis and John Eastman , 
are scheduled to appear before 
the grand jury before the end of 
the month. 

A hearing in Fulton County Su
perior Court has been scheduled 
forThursday toconsider Gov. Bri
an Kemp's efforts to qu ash a su b
poena compelling his testimony . 
In a motion this week, the Georgia 
Republican argued that he had 
been mistreated by the office of 
Fani T. Willis, the Fulton County 
district attorney, and claimed that 
she had subpoenaed him "for im
proper political purposes." 

Lawyers for Mr. Graham have 
said that he was informed by Ful
ton County prosecutors that he 
was a witness, not a target , in the 
case . 

Even so, prosecutors want Mr. 
Graham's testimony for a number 
of reasons. Among the m are two 
phone calls that he placed just al
ter the 2020 election to Brad Raf-

the vocabulary of such pain ." 
Mr. Elshe ikh, for his part, de

clined thejudge's offer to speak up 
in his own defense on Friday. 

"l wasn 't surprise<:1/' said Mr. 
Mueller, alter the thre e-hour hear
ing ended. 11He's bee n co]d, with 
no remorse, because I think he 
still believes he was doing the 
right thing." 

Mr. Elsheikh immediately ap, 
pealed the decision. But Judge El-

A member of a group 
known for beatings 
and sexual abuse. 

lis quickly rejected that effort, 
meaning Mr. Elsheikh could be 
sent to a high-security prison in 
Florence, Colo. 

The familles of the victims have 
worked for years to secure a con
viction, press uring the Justice De
partment to bring Mr. Elsheik h 
and an associate, Alexanda Kotey, 
to justice on American soi!. In Au
gust 2020, William P. Barr, then 
the attorney general, agreed to 
waive the death penalty against 
the men in excha nge for coopera
tion from British prosecutors . 

The familles unsucce sslully 
pressed the Obama administra 
tion to negotiate with the lslamic 
State and pay ransoms for the re
lease of tl1e captives, as other 
countries did. 

Mr. Elsheikh never de1ùed 
fighting for the lslamic State , but 
his court-appointed defense law
yers have contencled that he was 
not a member of the Beatles. His 
supposed involvement in the kid
nappings was a resultof mistaken 

identity given tlrnt tl1e captors ol
ten wore black balaclavas to con
cea l their identit ies, they sa id. 

He has not been directly impli
cated in the killings, but his par 
ticipat ion in - and knowledge 
about - numerous kidnapping , 
ransom and murder plots was 
enough to secu re a conviction un
der the law, prosecutors arg ued. 

For years, American investiga
tors suspected that there were a 
total of four Beatles who partici
pated in the kidnapping and ran
som scheme: Mr. Kotey, Mr. 
Elsheikh , Mohammed Emwazi, 
also known as Jihadi John, and 
Aine Davis. 

But earlier this year, an F.B.I. 
agent testilied during Mr. 
Elsheikh 's trial that there were 
only three main members of the 
group, casting doubt on Mr. Da
vis's involvement in the ransom , 
torture and killing of the hostages. 
In 2017, a Turkish court convicted 
Mr. Davis, who was born in Lon
don, of being a member of the Is
lamic State. He was recently re
leased from a Turkish prison and 
is likely to be deported back to 
Britain, where he could lace ter 
rorism charges. 

Prosecutors in Northern Vir
ginia have secured a handlul of 
high-profile convictions in lslamic 
State-re lated cases, including that 
of Mr. Elshe ikh and Mr. Kotey; 
Mohammed Khalifa, a Saudi-born 
Canadian, who was part of the ls
lamic State's Ministry of Media, 
which was responsible for publi
cizing the beheading of Mr. Foley; 
and Allison Fluke-Ekren , an 
American woman from Kansas, 
who commanded a battal ion of le
malefighters for the Islamic State . 

Mr. Elsheikh, Mr. Kotey and Mr. 
Khalifa were sentenc ed to life in 
prison. Ms. Fluke-Ekren awaits 

sentencing alter pleading guilty in 
June to a terrorism charge . 

The British extremists repeat 
edly beat the hostages they kept 
imprisoned in Raqqa , Syria, which 
the lslamic State claimed as its 
capital at the time, according to 
prosecuto rs. They subjected their 
prisoners to abuses such as wa
terboarding, moc:k executions, 
painful stress positions, food dep
rivation , chokeholds that caused 
blackouts, electric shocks and 
bea tings that lasted 20 minutes or 
longer. 

They also forced the prisoners 
to witness killings , court papers 
said. 

One of the hostages was Daniel 
RyeOtto sen, a photographerfrom 
Denmark who grew so close to Mr. 
Foley that he spent weeks memo
rizing lùs friend's farewell letter 
before being released in June 
2014. 

On Friday, Mr. Ottosen ner
vously adjusted the microphone, 
standi ng next to the empty jury 
box in Judge Ellis's courtroom, 
one of four witnesses the govern 
ment called to make the case for a 
maximum sentence. 

Mr. Ottosen, speaking soltly as 
Mr. Elshe ikh straine d to hear, said 
that the worst part of his 13 
months in captivity was the terri 
ble sen.se of the unknown, and the 
long interludes of waiting when he 
was forced to live with the oppres
sive silence . 

"It was better when they beat 
us - 1 could concentrate on my 
pain - and that's easier than be
ing with your thoughts ," said Mr. 
Ottosen , who said tha t painlul pat 
tern had resurlaced in his normal 
life. 

"I don't think it's the actual hor
ror that troub les us the rnost," he 
added. "lt's always the silence.'' 
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Senato r Lindsey Graham has fought a sub poena to testify before a special grand jury in Atlant a . 

fensperger, the Georgia secretary 
of state, in which Mr. Graham in
quired about ways to help Mr. 
Trump by invalidating certain 
mail-in votes. 

They also want to ask him other 
questions about what they have 
called 11the multistate, coordi
nated efforts to influence the re
sults of the November 2020 elec
tion in Georgia and elsewhere.'' 
Prose cutors have said in court 
documents that they expect Mr. 
Graham's testimony 11toreveal ad
dition al sources of information" 
related to their investigatio n. 

Mr. Graham's lawyers have ar
gued, among other things, that he 
should be shielded !rom testi
mony under the Constitution's 
speech and debate clause, which 
bars questioning of members of 
Congress about their legitima te 
legislative activ ities. They argue 
that he made the phone calls to 
Mr. Raffensperger as part of his 
work as a senator and a former 
chair of the Judiciary Committee . 

But they were unable to per
suade the judge that they had 
enough of a case to earn a stay. 
She noted that there were "multi-

pie areas of proper inquiry" in tl1e 
case that were not re lated to Mr. 
Graham's work as a senator. 

And the judge agreed with Ms. 
Willis's office that waiting for his 
appeal to be resolved cou Id cause 
seriou s de lays and potentially 
have a negative effect on the spe 
cial grand jury 's work - particu
larly when it came to revealing 
11 new categories of information 
and witnesses, thereby com
pounding the total delay and ham 
pering the grand jury as il at
temp ts to carry out its investiga 
tion expeditious ly.11 




