
Hundreds of students, their families and friends,
alumni, and faculty and staff members gathered on
the lawn in front of the Faye and Joe Wyatt Center
for Peabody College’s commencement ceremonies
May 11. Nearly 420 students received degrees earned
through Peabody in 2001. Dean Camilla Benbow wel-
comed guests, awarded diplomas, and introduced
commencement speaker Richard Percy, who retired
in May after 30 years of distinguished service to 

Peabody College. Also recognized at the ceremony
were Peabody Founder’s Medalist Kathryn Joy
Greenslade, BS’01; this year’s recipient of the
Peabody Distinguished Alumnus Award, Rune Sime-
onsson; and the newest members of the Peabody Pio-
neers—those alumni who graduated from the College
50 or more years ago. A graduates’ reception on the
Peabody esplanade followed the ceremony.
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A L U M N I  B O A R D  P R O F I L E

Charles Ziady Moore is proud to be
an American. Moore, who came to

the United States from Lebanon in 1955,
recently retired as executive vice president
of Thomas Nelson Inc. in Nashville.

“From the bottom of my heart, I’m
really grateful to be in America,” says
Moore, the third of five brothers and two
sisters who eventually immigrated to the
United States. “America has the best schools
in the world, and that is because of its
people. We have better industries, a bet-
ter standard of living, and better health
and wealth. The one difference is the peo-
ple. I could go on talking about the great-
ness of America and our way of life for
hours.”

Moore is also proud to be a Peabody
graduate. Called Chuck by his friends,
Moore is a member of the Peabody ROUND-
TABLE and recently was appointed to the
Peabody Alumni Association Board of
Directors.

“I really felt that since I have been a
recipient of all the great things Peabody
and Vanderbilt have to offer, I owed a debt
of service to serve on the board,” he says.
“I’m glad to see there is a great revival
taking place at Peabody. I know there is
a great future lying ahead. The union of
Peabody with Vanderbilt has been a healthy
one.”

Moore had the equivalent of an eighth-
grade education when his father deemed
it was time for him to go into business at
age 14. With financial backing from his
father, he and older brothers Sam and
Mike founded and operated two grocery
stores in Beirut. They sold family-made
specialties—olives, olive oil, olive-oil soaps
and, later, produce. When first Sam and
then Mike left for the United States, Chuck
managed the stores himself.

“At age 18, I was already a successful
young businessman in Lebanon,” Moore
recalls. “Although I was able to make a
lot of money, I wanted to go to college. If
I were to stay in Lebanon for college, I
would have had to go back and make up

all those high school years
first.”

He came to Nashville
and was accepted, on pro-
bation, at Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College. At the
time, soldiers back from
the Korean War were
coming to college under
more relaxed entrance
requirements. 

“The college said, ‘If
you can enroll and pass your GED test
the first semester, you can do college work,’”
Moore recalls. “I passed my GED test the
first semester and began taking some
courses at Peabody the second semester.
Peabody accepted all my credits from the
Bible college, and I graduated on time
in four years.”

Like his brother before him, Moore
sold Bibles and books door-to-door dur-
ing summers to support himself and pay
tuition costs. As a Peabody junior chem-
istry major, Moore encouraged older
brother Sam to start his own book pub-
lishing company. After some deliberation,
the two brothers co-founded the National
Book Company in 1958.

While Sam was on the road hiring sales
people, Chuck managed the office. He
worked 35 to 40 hours a week during the
school year while still managing to attend
classes and study. During the summers,
he organized his own door-to-door sales
crew. The company was renamed Royal
Publishers in 1963.

After earning his undergraduate and
master’s degrees in chemistry, Moore taught
at North Park College in Chicago for two
years. He received a National Science
Foundation scholarship and began work
on a Ph.D. at Ohio State University. He
completed his Ph.D. studies at the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island in 1967, helped
by a Bristol-Myers scholarship. 

He then returned to Nashville, with
wife Elaine, and began teaching chemistry
at nearby Middle Tennessee State Uni-

versity. He also continued working at
Royal Publishers. The load between fam-
ily, work at the book company, and his
teaching duties eventually became so heavy
that he was forced to make a choice. He
elected to work side by side with Sam, the
CEO, to build the company. 

At the time, Royal Publishers had annual
sales of about $1.5 million. In 1969, Royal
bought Thomas Nelson Inc. (founded
in 1798) and merged the two compa-
nies under the Thomas Nelson name. 

The company continued to grow and
expand, buying other companies along
the way. When Chuck Moore retired this
past January, annual sales approached
$350 million. Thomas Nelson is now the
largest publicly held Christian commu-
nications company in the world, as well
as the world’s largest Bible publisher.

Moore isn’t content to sit in a rock-
ing chair during retirement. He is assess-
ing some business opportunities, has done
consulting work with publishing compa-
nies, and serves on the board of the Bet-
ter Business Bureau. A Christian, he is
active in his church and also serves on the
boards of a camping ministry and other
organizations. He returns to Lebanon once
or twice a year, serving on the boards of
a school and seminary in Beirut and help-
ing with funding.

“I want to help spread some of the great
education we’ve received,” he says, “not
only in America but overseas.”

—Lew Harris

Charles Moore, 
an immigrant from
Lebanon, began his
career selling Bibles
door-to-door to pay
for his Peabody 
education. When he
retired this year, he
was executive vice
president of the
world’s largest 
Bible publisher.

The Peabody Tradition Lives On
By LeRoy Cole Jr., BS’65

I knew very early that my life would be
changed. From my first days on the Peabody
campus in the fall of 1960, I realized I had
become part of something that was going
to make me a different person.

Perhaps it was the new friends I imme-
diately started to make, many still dear after
40 years. Perhaps it was
the teachers who showed
by the love of their work
what teaching really was.
Perhaps it was the program
that prepared me so well
to step into an elementary
classroom and feel confi-
dent, ready, and exhilarated
on my very first day—a feel-
ing that lasted through 33
years of teaching. What-
ever it was, I thrilled in it,
and I cherish those days
that are still vivid and warm
in my memory.

I can still see the campus
of 1960. It was, and still is, an architectural
masterpiece. Each building sat in a way that
accentuated its own uniqueness, yet united
it with all the others. The ones that bordered
21st Avenue acted as a buffer so that once
one was on the campus side of these, they
and the lawn provided a feeling of tranquility
and protection. During the day, most of the
students would pass into and through one
of these buildings—the Student Center. Here
they would eat, collect mail, purchase sup-
plies, or pass the time with friends. This was
the center of student life and activities,
but it wasn’t the center of Peabody.

The center—the heart of Peabody—was
the S-R, the Social Religious Building. This
large building, with its lofty dome and its
arms encompassing East and West halls,
dominated the campus. Here students attended
lectures, participated in physical education
classes, sat through the required Wednes-
day assemblies, arranged for housing, danced
at formals, listened to concerts, and “hung
the green” at Christmas.

Then things changed at Peabody. First,
there was the merger with Vanderbilt. When
I first heard of this, I admit I was heartbro-
ken. Peabody would be gone, swallowed up
by its large university neighbor. Second, there
was the S-R Building. When I visited the cam-
pus on my trips to Nashville, the building
was an old person, sinking into ruin. Its beau-
tiful auditorium became so dilapidated that
I could not bear to look at it.

Yes, things really did change at Peabody,

but not as I first dreaded. With the help of
some wonderful leaders and strong faculty
from both sides of 21st Avenue, Peabody
was not swallowed up by Vanderbilt. Indeed,
today it stands proudly as an extraordinary
school of the University, recognized as one
of the nation’s outstanding educational insti-
tutions.

Then there is the S-R Building. It has been
renovated, and an addition has been erected
on the back that houses the Department
of Teaching and Learning and the Learning
Technology Center. Last year this center for
learning was renamed for former Vander-
bilt Chancellor Joe B. Wyatt, who so strongly
supported the building’s renovation and the
rebirth of the Peabody campus during his
administration.

Two years ago I sat in the atrium of this
building at the fall luncheon of the Peabody
Alumni Association Board of Directors, and
as I did, the words of the Alma Mater flowed
hauntingly through my thoughts: “Alma
Mater, tender mother, clothed in beauty rare

art thou. …”
I gazed at the soaring atrium, with its

abundant use of glass and its almost float-
ing stairs, and I marveled at how wonder-
fully it complemented the traditional
brick-and-columned landmark. The addi-
tion wasn’t just stuck on the back. The glass
and the stairs seemed to be born of the bricks
and cornices of the rarely noticed, but stun-
ning old rear wall. All was “clothed in beauty
rare.”

“Old traditions cling
about thee; new ideals
crown thy brow.” The
old traditions were here:
a building into which
decades of teachers had
marched, inspired by
and dedicated to the
words of the College’s
founder: “Education—
a debt due from present
to future generations.”
And here, too, were the
new ideals: Peabody,
a leader in the most
modern of technology,
bringing this technol-

ogy to other schools throughout the land.
“Truth and mercy meet in thee.” The

building, old and new, inspires vision. Edu-
cational leadership was its birthright. Edu-
cational leadership will continue to be its
hallmark. Those qualities of good teaching,
truth, mercy, understanding, and dedication
that were long ago conceived in this build-
ing will still be a part of the character of
every student who passes through it.

“Alma Mater, tender mother,
O, that we may worthy be.”

LeRoy Cole Jr., BS’65,
lives in Staatsburg, N.Y.,
with his wife, Barbara,
and is in his second term
as a member of the
Peabody Alumni Associ-
ation Board of Directors.
A retired elementary
schoolteacher with the
Hyde Park Central School District of New
York, Cole is an active civic volunteer.
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Reflections from an Alumnus:A L U M N I  B O A R D  P R O F I L E
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WCharles Z. Moore (BS’59, MA’60)

The Bible and Big Business


