. LANGUAGE DIFFICULTY IN
MALTA.

- “MorninG Posr” 2nd Ave. 1901.

; Further correspondence relating to the
political condition of Malta was pubhshed

. yesterday in the form of a Blue-book extend-
___ing to a hundred and eighty pages. It covers
a perxod ranging from May 28, 1898, to the
~80th of last ‘month. The closmg despatch
 from Mr. Chamberlain to the Acting Gover-
. nor, Lord Congléton, conveys the decision of
o his Maa]esty s Government on the questions
- of theofficial language and thepassing of the
votes necessary to-carry on 1the administration.

and dlsppsecxgof the prmcxpal matte1 covered

4
ers with regard to the; langu&ge
wry, 1898, Colonel J. L.
“in-the Almy Pay Depart-
\M&l‘tan was committed by a Maltese
P ,of;*lavw%{for contempt of court, because he
”‘refused, ée sign a deposﬂnon in a language
with, Whmh ‘he was entirely unacquainted.
Leglslatlve action was accordingly taken by
‘an Order i Council of March 7, 1899, for the
purpose of removing the m;]usmce of a British
subject unfmmhm with'the Ttalian language
being tried by a court in a British Colony in
a la,nguage which he could not understand,
. and of affording him certain facilities for the
conduct of civil preceedmgs in the English
langua,o'e

Exgrisg axp Irapiaw,

Mr. Chamberlain explains that the effect

_ of the Order in Cotuneil is not to prevent
~Italian being used in the courts, but simply
to provide that where a British subject, not

.~ born or naturalised in Malta is concer ned, he

- shall possess the right to have the proceedmgs
conducted in English—a provision which the

- Colonial Recretary considers to be in accor-
" dance with the priciples of commongense and |
justice, and which cannot furnish'any ground
for a grievance on the part of the Mmltese

anguage Questlog m Ma

1901.

, uttings from the English Press.)

mr——— e

. with the language question.

n this despatch, which practically deals with-

QYT et

This, however, is only one point in connectio
Till recently the
children in the elementary schools of Malta
were taught at the“same time English and
Italian, as well as the native Maltese language, *
but as a rule they were not keptat school long !
enough to learn even the elements of either
the ¥nglish or the I‘alian sufficiently for any
practical purpose. New regulations were
‘passed provifling that childre en were to.-be
taught Maltese only, and other subgects
thr ough the medium of Maltese, for the first
two year s,.and that at the end of that period
parents were to choose between English and
Italian as the other language to be taught
through the medium of the Maltese language. -
Mr. Chamberlain goes ongtq say: j
‘cational returns show .that parents in Malta =
‘and Gozo have by an overwhelming" magomty ~,

elected for their instruction in ﬂzc Hnglist =

f’langua(re, and this decision has been“arnved_
jat in spite of every kind of influence and
pressure brought to bear on them by the
limited class who are interested in maintain- -
‘ing a pr ivileged position for the Ttalian lan-
guage in the islands.” In view of these facts *
his Majes‘o) s Government arrived at the con-
clusion that the time wag not “far distant
_when the English language should be defini-
tely adopted as the language of the cqurts in

‘Malta, and the period of fifteen years from™ -
March 22, 1899, was fixed in ocder that thoge

whose interests mwht be affected might know
that the change was:impeding and mlght,
have ample time to prepare for it. Attempts,
however, have been made by Dr. Mizzi, one
of the elected members of the council, and

others to prejudice the matter bvkrepresentmg e

that the action which is being taken is pre-
paparatory to an influx of British competition.
In consequence of these and other unfounded -
statements a proclamation was issued by the
‘Governor for the pur pose of allaying the
. panic which had resulted in the suddemrwith-
drawal of children from the schools, and of
assuring residents that the Government had
never enter tained the’iintertions whleh had ,
. been imputed to them.

Apprrroxar TAXATION.
' Having fafled in their efforts to force the
Italian language on the mcqonty, the oppo-

4 ) T e ’
{ o 2 : gf*, ,

“The edu- /.
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nents of free choice next announced as their
policy the refusal of all taxution and public
improvements til] they had sccuved their emds,
To meet this Con‘hlmonm the Govermment
advised his 1\Iale>tvto pass hy Orderin Coun-
cil the legislation required for dealine with o
portion, at any vate, of the various outstund-
ing questions.  After consultation with Siv
k. “W. Grenfell, Mr. Chamberlain savs he Tas
“come to the mnclu\lon that the fo Howiny
sums are required to carry out the works
Construction of new schools, L35 0001 exten.
sion of drainage works, L30:,000 extension
of water works, £20,000; C(mstm-hun of new
wards in hospital, £5,000;
leper asylum for women, L8000, construciion
of a ward for criminal lunatics. L2500 wud
the reconstruction and improvement of ronds,
streets and open spaces, £10.00Q; waking w
total of £380.500.  Tn view of the o Hposition
of the council the Colonial Sceretvry states:
Tt is necessary to have recourse to awlditiona]
taxation. Tt is proposed, therefore, 10 spread
the expenditure over a peried of {hirteon
years; the ;nmuul amount to he vaised for
these services will be about 4 :;‘ 000, to
which must be added the additionat sum of
£9,000, which is to be provided every year for
civ i‘ wnhn«mnum A scheme ¢ taxaiion

1
{
-
0

constraction of.

for raising the additional amonn of £32,000.

has been prepared, and providien is made in
the Order in Council for the creation of u new
appointment ot Assistant Crowr Advocate
wwho willundertakesuch duties as thie Governor
may assign to him,

“Ture Staxpard” 2nd Acva, 1001,

The Blue-book, published yesterday,
containing the latest Correspondence on the
Maitese \1uebt10n ought to be read by evervone
who wishes to ledhbt‘ the irritatine character
of the problems which a Coloninl Sceretary
may be called upon to solve. It is somethine
lengthy, and contains, as is bhut natuwral. o
good deal of 1'01)(*’(111011 together with somw
amusing examples of Maltese reasoning und
eloqueme. But o sutlicient idea of the 1aerits

of the dispute may be gathered from two of
The first ix the

the documents it comprises

statement of the claims and ("1“\ tincos of {he

Matiese, and the second is the fin 11 l/‘(*,\piw ar
. Chamberlain announeing «{w iNion

nix Majesty's Government. l‘ ul

7 che story is capable of being sta 1 IR T

is. There 1s a patriotic Party in Malin

it absurdly claims a national existence
¢ the Maltese, and is in sywpathy if ot iy,

coprespondence, with the advocutes of (e

dtelie Irvedenta onovthe mainland.,  Theee

yni

peliticians are discontended ~with the wwge
mensure of Self-govirement secured {o them

BSTY N -iN MALTA.

by tie Clonstitution of 1887, and indulge in &
good deal of rhetoric about the exasperating
chiarocter of the English tyranny by which
they ave pleased to say they are oppressed.
They bave found an axcuse for agitation in
the resolution of the British Government to
enforee the use of Kuglish as the language of
the Law Courts at a date fixed at ifteen vears
after Marel, 1899, Ttulian is not the native
fongue of the Maltese, who speak a cuvious
dindect of their own, mainly Arabie. But for
commeveinl purposes it has been used for
conturies, and for some time in the Law
Courts,  Tu 1898 Colonel 1. L. Hewson. who
had refused to sign an italian deposition on
the ground that he could not understand o
word of i, was committed for contempt of
Court. This incident called attention to the
absurdity of a state of things which subjected
a British oftficor fo sueh an Indignity in a
British Possexsion. It was decided to do wha
any other Power would have enforced lony
ago—namely, to establish Knglish as ihe
Lol Lmuxmw The (Jovmmm'nf however,
showed Tull consideration to those wh() wouk 1
suiter by o sudden change, and for the feelings
or the Maltese.  As Ttalian s taught in
the sch «mls. it was easy to find out thelr
contiments. Pavents were asked whether they
preferred rhut their children should learn
Palian or English, Anoverwhelming majority
decided for the latter, and 1t was not uutil
they had deve =0 that the resolution to dis-
place Ttad after a time was taken, If
the majority of the Multese had been allowed
to act ax they wished, no trouble would huve
arisen. Unfortunately, with the usual apathy
of the Southern nations, they allow them-
selves to be represented in the Legislutive
Council by a sinall body of pushing politicians
who bave made the use of Italian a pretext
for agitation. Taking advantage of the Insti-
tutious which they owe to tlns country, the,
huve retused to vote money for the most ue-
cossary works  Dro Mizzi was sent here on a
wizsion to dr. Chamberlain, whom he de-
seribes as looking stern, but as courteous ane
altentive.  The Doctor’s arguments  wes
Histened to. but prodaced no eﬁ(‘(,t I the
aland his friends advoeated thelr cause by
sproading stories that Enelish was to 1§
introdueed IRERIEL the Lovs were to be tak:

in Sonch Atvica and the 011‘]5 to wash for {1
British ;\m.)'\. 1t bhecame at lust necessury
put a stop to the Obstraction. His Majesty
Governinent have at Jast decided to tuke ad
vantage of ﬂ w }'?u-\:t reserved to legislate tor
the Istand by Oriderin Couneil, and the money
necded for puh:u works will be raised by tixes
which will still leave the Maltese Tar les:
Lheavily burdened than the Italians, thougt
wiages are hicher in the Island thanin Ttals
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THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION
AT MALTA.

DESPATCH FROM Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.

“Sr. James Gazerre” 2nd Ava. 1901,

Mr. Chamberlain has dealt firmnly with
the opposition ot the elected members of the
Maltese Council to the policy of the Govern-
ment on the language question. These repre-
sentatives resisted the right to English being
used in the cowrts where Englishmen were
concerned, and their resistance being over-
ruled, prevented the necessary measures of
sanitation, the building of schools, and other
public works. The Colonial Secretary has
consequently, by an Order in Council, sanc-
tioned these works and the expenditure—-
£38,000—which they will entail. In his
despatch, dated July 30, 1901, Mr. Chamber-
lain reminds the Acting Governor, Lord
Congleton, that the educational returns show
that—

The poeple of Malta and Gozo, having
the choice before them whether their children
should be instructed in English or in Italian,
have by an overwhelming majority eclected
for their instruction in English language, and
that this decision has been arrived at by the
people in spite of every kind of influence and
pressure which has been brought to bear upoh
them by the limited class who are interested
in maintaining a privileged position for the
Italian language in the Islands.

The opponents of free choice for the
people of Malta, having failed in their efforts
to force the Italian language on a majority
which has conclusively shown that it prefers
English, have now openly announced as their
policy the refusal of all taxation and public
improvements, even those most necessary to
the health and comfort of the poor, until they
can secure their ends. It has, therefore,
become imperative to consider how this policy
should be met.

The abuse of constitutional powers would
justify the amendment of the Constitution,
but his Majesty’s Government are loth to
take this course, and prefer to adopt a tem-
porary alternative, hoping that reflection and
common sense may before long induce the
elected members to adopt a wiser and more
patriotic policy. You are aware that when
the Constitution was granted in 1819, and
again when it was extended in 1887, provision
was made, in view of the great Imperial
interests connected with the fortress of Malta,
for legislating by Order in Council in any cases
in which those interests demanded it, and the
Council of Gorernment was unwilling to

fulfil its duties. His Majesty’s Government
are of opinion that this contingency has once
more arisen, and they have, therefore, decided
to advise his Majesty to pass by Order in
Council the legislation required for dealing
with a portion, at any rate, of the various out-
standing questions.”

Mr. Chamberlain adds:—

“It is not the policy of His Majesty’s
Government to force either the English or the
Ttalian language upon the people of Malta,
but to leave the matter entirely to their own -
free choice. This policy has already been .
carried out in the case of the Elementary
schools, and, with a view to applying it to
the whole educational system of the Island,
it is proposed to advise His Majesty to make
such provision by th» Order in Counecil as will
enable the parents of students in the Lyceum
and University to exercise the same opinion
with regard to the choice of English or Italian
as they arve already in a position to do in the
Elemenfary schools, subject, however, to the
following exception. With a view to removing
all possible ground for the imputation that
the action of the Government upon the lan-
guage question is due to religious motives, it
has been decided to make no change with
regard to the medium ot instruction in th
case of the Faculty of Theology and o i
a special provision in the Order in Council
that the instruetion shall continue to be given
in the Latin or Italian language. I should
add that the obstacle in the way of teaching
the children in the Elementary schools both
English and Italian at the same time does not
exist in the case of the advanced students at
the Lyceum or the University, and that it
will, of course, be open to them to elect to
learn both languages if they wish to do so.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN AND THE
MALTESE.

“Tyugr DatLy Trnecrarn” 28D Ave, 1901,

Mr. Chamberlain has dealt firmly and
decisively with the factions opposition of the
elected members of the Maltese Council to
the policy of the Government on the language
question. These representatives resisted the
right to English being used in the courts
where Englishmen were concerned, and their
resistance being overruled prevented necessary
measures of sanitation, the building of schools
and other public works. The Colonial Sec-
retary has consequently,? by anjOrder in
Council, sanctioned these works and the ex-
penditure—4£ 38,000—which they will entail.
In his despatech, dated July 30, 1001, M,
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Chamberlain reminds the Acting-Governor,
Lord Congleton, that the educational returns
show that “the people of Malta and Gozo,
having the choice before them whether their
children should be instructed in English or in

Italian, have by an overwelming majority

elected for their instruction in the English

language, and this decision has been arrived -

at by the people in spite of every kind of
influence and pressure which has been brought
to bear upon them by the limited class who
are interested in maintaining a privileged
positionforthe Italianlanguagein the Islands.’
He adds: “The opponents of free choice for
the people of Malta having failed in their
efforts to force the Italian language on a
majority which has conclusively shown that
it prefers English, have now openly announced
as their policy the refusal of all taxation and
public improvements, even those most neces-
sary to the health and comfort of the poor,
until they can secure their ends.” He theve-
fore meets this contumacy with the drastic
order just cited. With regard to the money
question, Mr. Chamberlain observes that in
Malta wages have continually risen until they
sow from 2s. to 3s. a day, and of a skilled
@ 3%, 4. to 68, 8d. per day; while in
nd Sicily the corresponding rates are
vy, if at all, more than half these swms.
Varation in Ttaly averaged £2 14s. 3d. and
o Malta £1 3s. 2d. It appears abundantly
that the elected mimbers represent a smail
minority of the Maltese population.

“Tar Evevine Staxparp,” 28D Ave. 1901,

. A Blue-book has been issued to remind
| us that there is a Maltese Question. It is, of
cotrse, the.old story about the preservation
of language and nationality, but one of the
mort hollow and artificial deseription that
couid well be concocted for political purposes.
The language that a handful of pushing
Maltese legislators wish to preserve is not
their own half-breed Arabic dialect, but
Italian, which has been used commercially for
a long time, and is also in use at the Law
Courts. Nobody really wants to preserve
Ttalian as the official language. A census of
opinion on the subject was taken some time
ago, and a vast majority of parents decided
in favour of their children being taught

" A LESSON FROM MALTA. . .

~ ANOTHER LANGUAGE QUESTION.
“THE{DAiLY CHiﬁéNICLE,” 28p. Avar. 1901,

To those who believe that to multiply
dialects is not necessarily to diminish fri¢tion -

and who would therefore prefer to see English
alone established as the official language of

South Africa, the Blue-book on the political

condition of Malta, issued by the Colonial

Office last Thursday, is full of suggestion. Ins
Malta as in Cape Colony, we have gone out of’
our way to encowage an alien tongue at the'
expense of our own, and in each case the’
result of our action has been to create troubled
and embarrassment for our Governors andi
their agents. For over thirty years the lan-
guage question in Malta, directly or indirectly
has acutely handicapped the work of admin-;
igtration,

Italian has no logical standing in Malta
whatever. Tt is no langunage of the natives,
who speak an incurable vernacular akin to
Arabic, and it is not the language of the
Twpire. 1t was only introduced into the
colony about a hundred years ago by some
Italian emigrants from the wmainland, and
within that time it has made so little headway
that to-day less than four per cent. of the
natives are able to converse in it. For the
past twenty years all the education in Malta.
that has amounted to anything has been in - -
English. The statistics of the last three years
show that 98 per cent. of the people voluntarily
choose to have their children educated in our .
own tongue. Nevertheless, Italian has long:
enjoyed a privileged position. It was for:
years the exclusive lahguage of the law courts:
1t is at this moment optional in the Council,
and attempts have been made to establish it
as the sole medium of education. These

st e

-attempts have not piroceeded solely from the

Italian lawyers and politicians of the Island.
Sir Penrose Julyan, reviewing the whole
question in the seventies, wrote that “a great

~ error was committed by the late Sir George

Cornewall Lewis when he recommended that
preference should be given to Ttalian over
Englishin the educational and other establish-
ments of the colony.” There is no need to
speculate on the motives that urged Sir
George Lewis %o this recommendation. He
has himself set them down in blacklandswhite.

- Einglish, instead of Italian in the scho ls.

| The Maltese question is simply a manufactured
; grievance run by political agitators to justify
. their own existence and create as much fuss
. as possible,

“From its use as the language—of trade
throughout the Mediterranean,” he -wrote,
“and from the near neigchbourhood of Malta
to Italy and Sicily, the Italian language is far
more useful to a Maltese than any other lan-
auage except his own.” So far as trade goes,
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theeventhasludicrouslydisproved Sir George’s
expectations; but the most remarkabl: part

. of his argume t is what it does not contain.

The notion that a British statesman could be
profitably employed in pushing the English

i language, that he owed any ‘debt, whether
- political or sentimental, to his mother tongue
. never seems to have occurred to him.

Had Sir George Lewis’s policy been carried
out uninterruptedly we might to-day be ruling
in Malta an Italian speaking community
taking its political orders from Rome and

" thoroughly out of harmony with its English

governors. Fortunately common sense, how-
ever haltingly, intervened. Italian was dis-
possessed and English bracketed with it as an

- obligatory language in the schools; and under

i

" grades,
. the Italian clique, the inhabitants have given

P

- this absurd system, which forced the Maltese
. --children to learn three tongues—English,
. » Italian, and the native dialect—the schools
‘were administered up to four or five years

ago. Then the obvisious fact was discovered
that the strain on the infant mind ‘was too
great, and that the Maltese were growing up
impartially ignorant of either English or
Italian. Itwas therefore determined tv teach
Maltese only in the elementary schools, and
after that to allow the parents to choose
between Italian and English in the higher
In spite of the noisy pressure of

a virtually unanimous preference to English,
the statistics showing that in 1900 99.4 per
cent. in Malta and 97.4 per cent. in Gozo
were in favour of their-children learning
English rather than Ttalian. Cousidering
the Maltese derive practically all their wealth
by catering for the English soldiers and sailors,
and that the Italians in the Island are largely
a non-productive class, lawyers and profes-
sional men, there is nothing to be surprised
at in the statistics,

Ousted from their control of the schools,
the Italian clique still kept its hold on the
law courts, with the amazing consequence

- that in a British colony a British subject, up

to March 22, 1899, was tried in Italian, his
evidence was translated into Italiau, his lawyer

: pleaded in Italian, and the verdict for or

- against him was delivered in Ttalian. Taking
. advantage of the committal for contempt of

Court of an English Colonel who declined to
sign a deposition in a language of which he
knew n.thing, the Home Government deter-

. mined- to put an end to the system under

which such an anomaly was possible. The
local Council refusing to act, an Order in
Council was enacted in Iarch 1899, making
Iinglish optional at once in all the proceed-
ings of the Maltese Courts, and providing for
the total supersession of Italian at an end of
fifteen years. The necessity for this action

[is emphasised by the consideration that while
" there are in Malta 180,000 natives and 25,000

Englishmen, . the. number of Ttalians and of

Italian-speaking Maltese is less than 5,000.
" Ournational good nature never surely went

further than in permitting 5,000 Ttalians to
dictate to over 200,000 British subjects the
language in which the law should be admi-
nistered.

Malta is governed through a Council, the
members of which are partly nominated and
partly elected. Law and politics go hand in
hand in Malta as completely as in the United
States, and the Italian lawyers have had little
difficulty in getting themselves chosen as
“the representatives of the people.” There
they have formed a violent party of opposi-
tion from the moment the first step was taken

. towards reducing Italian to its proper position.

They have treated every question as being
inseparably connected with the language issue.
They have refused to vote money for new
schools, or for the teachers’ salavies; they
have systematically blocked every proposal of
whatever scope and character, in the hope of
worrying the Government into submission.
Drainage works, water works, hospitals,
asylums, street improvements, muck-unec’~"
harbours and jetties have all been “held tlp~
by the obstructive factics of the Italian
agitators, who are fighting openly and cyni-
cally for their own interests, who care nothing
about the Maltese or the Empire, and are only
concerned in seeing that the privileges that
should never have been granted are preserved
intact. Nor has the mischief been confined to
the Council. They have deliberately attempted
to foster disaffection among the natives by

insinuating that the educational reforms were

merely the prelude to an attack on the native®

~religion, that we want the Maltese to learn

English in order to use them as soldiers, and ;
that the island, not being yet endowed with;
all the paraphernalia of democratic govsrn-i
ment, is really in “a state of slavery.” They
have also endeavoured, not without success,
to create strife and resentment between
England and Italy, by enlisting the. Ifalian
Press on behalf of what they pretend to be a
national cause. Fortunately their power for
injury is limited by the Constitution, a clause
of which provides that where the local Council
is unwilling to act, legislation may be enacted
by Order in Council. In hLis dispatch of July
3u, 1901, the Colonial Secretary enumnerates
no less than eleven undertakings, most of
them of an educational, sanitury, or charitable
character, and none of them in the least con-
nected with the language issue. which the
ltalian a-itators have refused to ratify, and
which hav. accordingly to be proceeded with,
if at all, by virtue of an Order in Council,
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At one of the most vital spots in the Empire
an interloping clique of foreigners, trading
on the privileges granted them in a moment
of happy-go-lucky sentimentalism, have set
themselves, as a matter of policy, to thwart
Imperial interest by every means in their
. power.
Eventually, no doubt, the a.mtatlon will
. die away, and the next genera,tlon of Ttalians
iin Malta will think it no great hardship that
. English should be the official tongue in the
‘law court of an English possession. But when
one sees how much confusion and how much
ill-feeling have been provoked by the rectifi-
cation of the initial blunder of permitting
and encouraging a competition of language
in Malta, one may well plead for a patient all
round consideration betore South Africa is
Jaunched on a similar course.
it is the first step which costs. There are
villages in Wisconsin and other Western
States where the native Americans are hope-
lessly outnumbered by theforeign immigrants.
Yet the education in these. vﬂla-wes is in

ficial language of the

colony, the ltalinn in mwl‘mts would have

! accom:nodated xnemselves to the decree with-

out a murmur. There is one other lesson
that is, that it is much better and easier to
start sensibly at once than to be obh(red
afterwards to retrace one’s steps. '

THE POLITICAL SITUATION’i&
MATLTA.

DESPATCH FROM ir_R. CHAMBERLAIN;

“EVENING STANDARD,” 2ND Ava. 1901,

Further couespondence relatmg to the
political condition of Malta was last night.
issued in the form of a Blue-book. Tt extends
over the period from May, 1898, and closes
with a Despatch, dated July 30, from Mr.
Chamberlain to the Acting - Governm, ‘Lord
Congleton. In this the Colonial Secretary
conveys the decision of the King’s Govern-
ment on the questions of the official la,ngua(fe
and the passing of the votes necessary to
carry on the Administration. = After stating

-that Sir F. Grenfell has been instructed to

give the most ample assurances that his:
M‘L]esty s Government do not entertain, and
never have entertained, the intentions imnputed

to them by ignorant or interested oppenents |

of their pohcy, M. Cha;mbeﬂ‘un pr ocneds

=3

» ¢ patriotic policy.
In this matter

“The opponents . of free ch01ce f01 the :
people of Malta having failed in their efforts
to force the Italian lancruage on a majority
which has conclusively shown that it prefers -

English, have now openly announced as their =

policy the refusal of all taxation and pubhc
improvements, even those most necessary to.

the health wnd comfort of the poor, until they: - . -

‘can. secure their ends. It has, therefore,:
‘become imperative to consider how this policy
should be met. The -abuse of Constitutional -
powers would justify the amendment of the-
Constitution: buthis Majesty’s Governmentare

loth to take this course, and prefer to adopt a

temporary alternative, hoping that reflection

and commonsensemay before long induce the -
elected members to adopt a wiser and more
You are aware that when
the Constitution was granted in 1849, and
again when it was extended in 1887, provision
was. made, in view of the great ‘imperial
interests connected with the fortress of Malta,

~ for legislating by Order in Council in any
. cases in which those interests demanded it,
Bnglish, and English is the only lancrueme ;
f allowed -in the law courts and the locwl
% a.ssembhes, and yet no one thinksita haa d-
T RIRID. “"Had it heen understood from the start
¢ that s~ oo as Eﬁdha wus in English hands,
. English was w0 e £

and the Council of Government was un w1111ng
to fulfil its duties. His Majesty’s’ Govern-
mentare of opinion that this contingency has
once more arisen, and they have, therefore,
decided to advise his Majesty to pass by
-Order in Council the legislation required for
.dealing with a portmn, at a,ny rate, of the
various outstanding questions.”

These relate to the construction of new
schools, a new ward in the t‘entral Hospital,
a leper asylum for women, a ward for criminal

| lunatics, a jetty at the Custom-house, a
| break-water at Gozo, and a chapel in the

poor-house; the extension of the drainage,
water, and electric light works, and the recon-
struotlon and improvement of roads, streets,
and open spaces. The sums required for
these works is £380,500. Tn view of the
opposition of the Counecil, Chamberlain
says there appears to be no pxospect of raising
~ this amount by loan, and it will, therefore,
be necessary to have recourse to additional
taxation, - Tt is proposed to spread the expen-
diture over a period of thirteen years, and
“the annual amount to be raised for these
services will, therefore, be about £29,000, o
which must e added the additional sum of
£9,000 which is to be provided every year for
(31v11 contingencies. The total annual amount
to-be raised by additional taxation will, there-
fore, be about £33,000, and it is pointed out
" that the Maltese will not be called upon. to
s pay the whole of this additional taxation, as
a portion of it is to be provided by increased
duties on articles, which are mainly consumed
by the British garrison and residents. A

scheme of taxa,‘ma for raising the additional

; a,meunt oF £38, 000 has been prepared and
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his Majesty will be advised to pass by Order
in Council the lezislation  which is required
to give effect to it. Mr. Chamberlain adds:—
It is not the policy of his Majesty’s
Government to force either the English or
- Italian language upon the people of Malta,
but to leave the matter entirely to their own
free choice. This policy has already been

- carried oub in the case of the Elementary
" schools, and, with a view to applying it to the
whole educational system of the Island, it is
proposed to advise his Majesty to make such
provision by the Order in Council as will
enable the parents of students in the Lycewm
aud University to exercise the same option
~with regard to the choice of English or Ttalian
as they are already in a position to do in the
Elementary schools, subject however, to the
following exception. With a view to remoy-
‘ing all possible ground for the imputation
that the action of the Government upon the
language question is due to religious motives,
it has been decided to make no change wvith
regard to the medium of instruction in the
case of the Faculty of Theology and to insert
a special provision in the Order in Couneil
that the instruction shall continue to be given
in the Latin or Italian language. I should
add that the obstacle in the way of teaching
‘the children in the Elementary schools both

English and Italian at the same ‘time. does

not exist in the case of the advanced students

at the Lyceum or the University, and ‘that -

it will, of course, be open to them to elect to
ledrn both languages if they wish to do so.
Provision will also be made in the Order in
Council for the creation of a new appoint-
ment of Assistant Crown Advocate, who will
undertake such duties as the Governor may
assign to him. This appointment has been
rendered necessary by the great increase in
the work of the Crown Advocate, with which
he is unable to cope, and which is causing
delay not only in the legal work affecting
Imperial interests, but also in the ordinary
legal work of the Colony, ani is conseguently
hampering the Administration of the Govern-
ment of the Island. As the elected members
-have refused to sanction the creation of this
‘new -appointment, it has become necessary to
make use of the present opportunity of doing
so. Finally, provision will be made for faci-
litating the conduct of business and preserva-

* tion of order in the Council of Government.

MALTA.

“Datny Nuws ” 5 Aveusr 1901,

- Our readers, at any rate, will have been -
fully prepared for the very sericus news anhout |

the state of affairs in Malta which we publish

\
I

clive as slaves.

 we speak well.

- felt.

i

‘inactive,

-

this morning. it has become the unfortmmté
habit of the British Parliament to turn a -

blind eye to any vnpleasant incidents in the
Empire,. and the_revelations of the Malta
Blue-Book  seemed to provoke little or no
comment. Malta is small, and unarmed;
and, therefore, what do her complaints matter?
That is the very spirit of the new Imperialism,
which has changed the lofty pride of govern-
ing well for the empty vamity of governing
much. But is it a small thing that a happy
and contented people should be thrown into
1 state of unrest? Our Imperialists will laugh
at mass-meetings which can be controlled by
police without batons; but isit well to laugh?
Ts it not our duty that these people should be
happy? But what happiness can go with the
methods of coercion and contempt applied to
them by Mr. Chamberlain.

MALTA AND Mr. CHAMBERLAIN

MASS MEETING.
HOSTILE DEI;I*OSTRATIONS,

APPEAL OF THE MALTESY
COMMITTEE.

“Daivy News,” Avar. 12, 1901,

The Maltese Committee have addressed

“the following appeal to the Press:.

To you, the independent European Press,
we send a last appeal. We .are a little,

- unarmed people, but we desire it to be known

that we have decided to die rather than to
Mr.  Chamberlain imposes
taxes, and wants to change a Janguage that
It is our duty to make him
comprehend that if England has force, we
have rights which we shall be able to make
It is time to recall to England the
obligations she contracted, and we will do so.

The ““Secolo,” commenting on the appeal
says that the document shows how the great
exasperation on the Malta question raised by
the impudence of Mr. Chamberlain is about
to enter on a critical phase.” While hehad
the unblushing face to state in the House of
Commons that the Maltese enthusiastically
accepted the English language for the first
time since Malta came under Bnglish’ rule,
there burns among the people wu spirit of
rebellion. The people showed ‘inarvellous
loyalty and fidelity as long as their rights
were respected, especially. the sacred one of
language. Mr. Chamberlain “cannot remain
. Why, asks the “Secolo,” does he
not change the language of Gibraltar, where

»
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they speak Spanish; or Cyprus, where they
speak Greek. Evidently he is drunken with
Tmperialist pride, and believes he can commnit
any violence towards the weak. His action
in Malta crowns the insensate work],of Impe-
rialism,

To-night’s latest news from Malta repre-
sents the situation there as much increased
in gravity. The walls of the city are covered
with violent manifestoes against Mr. Cham-
berlain, the Nationalist Press singling out
Count Strickland Della. Catena, Chief Secre-
tary of the Maltese Gover nment for specml
attack.

One of the manifestoes goes so far as to
say “Prepare for a long, hard struggle.
Before being British subjects remember you
are Maltese citizens. Be faithful to Malta,
your country, and your children will bless
you and the world will applaud you. .The
moment is come for action. Itisa quostlon
of honour. Show you have fire in you which
animates all whose honour is attacked.”

The police have taken the necessary steps
to preserve order.

=+ MALTA TAXES.

FULL ACCOUNT OF SUNDAY’S |
“HOSTILE DEMONSTRATION. o

«“Moxnine LuapEr.” Avcusr 12rm 1901,

- Public feeling here, which has been at
fever heat since the publication of Mr. Cham-
berlain’s dispatch, culminated in a large and
representative meetnm wluch was hdd )es-
terday.

Elected members of Councﬂ fmd a4 num-
ber of leading citizens addressed the assembled

masses in speeches of a ,mosf" vigorous nature,

Mr. Chamberlain anggthe Chief Secretary
to the Governmeng; Sir Gerald Strickland,
were most vxolenﬂy attacked, and very slronfr
Janguage was used in protest against the
proposed taxation enacted by the Order in
Council, which was stigmatised as an imposi-
tion at once unconstitutional and unjust.

The nght of the Imperial Government
to intervene in local questions at all was
warmly opposed, and energetic action and
strenuous agitation were agr reed upon by the
meeting enthusmstlcally
‘ Resolutions of this nature were passed
unanimously, and also a vote of confidencein

. the elected members. |

After the meeting the mob paraded the
streets of the town, hooted outside the Union
Club, the Soldiers’ Home, and the “Chr Omclp
oifice.

I is fortheoming.

The masses also hustled the superinten-
dent of police, and made a demonstration in
front of the French Consulate, where they
sang the “Marseillaise.”

These rowdy tactics, however, are very
generally deprecated by the responsible ele-
ment in the agitation.

URNEST IN MALTA.

OUTRAGE ON QUEEN VICTORIA’S
STATUE. ‘

A BIG AGITATION FORMING.

“Darny Mamn.” Avcust 13t 1901

The unrest in Malta is growing, and the
natives, oblivious of the fact that they have
to thank themselves for the action of the
Colonial Office, are glibly talking of opposi-
tion by force. Fancy the Maltese speaking
of “war”!

The agitators have secured the adhesion
of practically all the shopkeepers of the entire
island, and there will undoubtedly be fierce
opposmon to the payment of “the -taxation
decreed by the British Government by Order
in Council.

I learn. that the sympaties of foreign
nations are to be enlisted on behalf of the
Ita,lophﬂe Ma,ltese, and a vigorous agitation
is to be carried on in Enfrla,nd itself:

. Excesses of a minor klnd are certain, but
t00 much i 1mp01 tance need not be attached to
them

"A strong hand is needed, and fortunately
The wise pohcy of Sir F.
W. Grenfell, assisted by Sir Gerald Strickland
will doubtless be able to combat the présent
agitation. :

" THE MALTESE
 PROCLAMATIONS,

“Darny NEWS,” 14 AUGT 1901.

A couple of mamfestoes of the Maltese
patriotic party have been sent us for pubhca-
tion. We append translations. The originals
are large posters printed in bold characters,
with many sentences specially displayed.

CITIZENS!

Men, Women, Children. All must help.
The National onnmttee has done 1ts duty,
you must do yours. © -

A desperate str ugorle ha,s arisen, /and
| per haps nothing remains for us but to submit -
passively to a too powelful enuny, “who has :




== §

Sk

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION Tt siaLTA,

sworn vengeance. Deluded rulers! You rob
us, you calumniate us, you despise us, and you
would have us loyal and friendly. Ingra‘es!
Force is on your side, but we will die . =
brave men. The traitors are yourselves, sizie
you have failed to respect your solemn pro-
mises. The infamy 1s yours, since you take
advantage of the excessive goodness of a
people and of their absolute inability to
defend themselves. Malta will be yours; we
shall be your servants, your slaves, if you
will, but our hearts to you will be dead. Our
dying legacy to our sons will be: “Avenge
the wrongs which they have done to your
fathers.” ,

Maltese! Free men and officials, all of
you, proclaim yourselves. In honour there
can be no compromise. Priests! Teach the
truth that to defend one’s honour is religion.
Preach the truth that whoever remains aloof
is a traitor, and that union.alone can save us
from so much misery. .

- DR. F. SCEBERRAS,
President of the National Committee.
Advocate M. A. Refalo, Secre*ary.
EVERY ONE TO THE MEETING!
SUNDAY NEXT.
THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

Citizens,—Force threatens to overcome
us. To insult has been added contempt. OQur
too great loyalty has been punished. They
would have us poor, without freedom, but,
above all; loyal!

Maltese! Your time has come to be
doing. It is a question of your honour and
your bread.” Show that there is fire in your
veins, such fire as every good citizen feels
when his rights are trampled under foot;
such fire as should burn in the spirit of a
gentleman when his honour is called in ques-
tion; such fire as, thank God, cries aloud to
us that we should either trivmph or be the
basest of men. Be prepared for a long and
arduous struggle. Sacred is the occasion,
sacred the cause! Remember that before you
are British subject you are Maltese citizens.
Be faithful to your country! Your sons will
bless yon, and the whole world will applaud
you.

Dr. F. SCEBERRAS, President.
Dr. M. A. REFALO, Secretary.

ENGLISH OR ITAIIAN?

“Datiy Maw” 15vm Avcusr.

The agilation in Malta avises, simply !
and sole'y, out of the laudable attempts of the
British  Government to secure adeguate re-

¢
H

cognition of the British language in our own
colony of Malta.

The matter came to the front in 1898,
when Colonel Hewson, an officer in the Armny
Pay Department, was committed by a Maltese
court of law for contempt of court because he
refused to sign a deposition in a language .
with which he was entirely unacquainted. :
Therefore the British Government ordered
(we quote from Mr. Chamberlain):— ~

“That where a British subject not born
or naturalised in Malta is concerned he shall
have the right to have the proceedings con-
ducted in English, a provision in accordance
with the principles of common sense and
justice, and which cannot furnish any ground

for a grievance on the part of the Maltese.

This, however, is only one point in connec-
tlon with the language question. Until
recently the children in the elementary schools
of Malta were taught at the same time the
two foreign languages, English and Italian,
and also the native Maltese language; but,
as a rule they were not kept at school long
enough to learn even the elements of either
the Knglish or the Italian sufficiently for any
practical purpose.

“New regulations wereaccordingly passe
providing that children are to be tu= .t
Maltese only, and other subjects throug she
medium of Maltese, for the first two years;
and that at the end of that period parents
are to choose betwean English and Italian as
the other language to be taught in the higher
classes of the elementary schools. The lan-
guage chosen is also taught through the
medium of the Maltese language. As you ave
aware, the educational returns show thiat
parents in Malta and Gozo, having the choice
before them whether their-cliildren should be
instructed in English or in Italian, haye by an
overwhelming majority elected for their ins-
truction in the English languagessand this
decision has been arrived at by the people in
spite of every kind of influence and pressure
which has been brought to bear upon them
by the limited class who are interested in
maintaining a privileged position for the
Italian language in the islands.

“Finally, »

“His Majesty’s Government arrived at
the conclusion that the time was not far
distant when the English language should be
definitely adopted as the language of the
courts at Malta, and the period of fifteen
years from March 22, 1899, was fixed in order
that those whose interests might be affected -
(such as the inembers of the legal profession)
mihit know that the change was impending
and might have ample time to prepare for it.”

The most unscrupulous “ofposition was_

made to this proposal by the-supporters of
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the Ttalian language; it was represented as

preparatory to an influx of British competi-
tion, that the rising generation were to be
made into camp followers and attendants of
the Britlsh Army, and that the religi .us faith
of the people would be under mined.

The elected members of the Council of
Government in Malta took up the opposition
and refused all taxation, and public improve-
ments, even those most necessary to the
health and comfort of the poor, until they
could secure their ends.

So the British Government stepped in
and decreed the necessary and urgent taxation
by Order in Council, and hence the Italophile
outery.

A LANGUAGE ISSUE.

“Toronro Marn,” Ave. 16, 1901.

From the correspondence which has been
brought down it appears that the present
deadlock in Malta is the outcome of a language
question. The Tmperial Government served
notice a year or more ago on the inhabitants
of the islands that 15 years hence English
shall be the language of their country.
step is resented by the elected members of
the island Council, who have sought to retu-
liate by refusing to vote supplies to carry «u
its necessary affairs. In this emergeucy the
Imperial Government has fallen back upon
its power to pass by order-in-Council the
legislation more urgently required.  The
circumstances that have led up to this climax
are worth recalling at this juncture, for tie
issue has been hkmo shape for many years.
In the little commumt) of 180,000 Maltese,
living on a hundred miles of not ver ¥ pr oduc.
tive land on the Mediterranean, the pecple
have three langnages to master if they desire
to be fully equlpped for life. First of all
comes the native Maltese tongue, based on
the Arabic, with the addition o! numerous

" Italian words. ltalian is the tongue of the
educated and of the wealthy minority, and
until recently was the only Tanguage recog-
nized in the courts of law. As Multa is a
considerable military and naval post; It
contains many English, who speak neither
Maltese nor Italian.
which they labor was brought to the attention
of the Imperial Government a few years ago,
when an officer attached to the Army Pay
Department was committed for contempt by
a Maltese court because he refused to sign o
deposition written in Italian; a language with
which he was wholly unacen~in‘ed. The
Imperial Government immediately authorized
the use of English in all the courts, aund

l‘hxc; ’

The disability under.

required that all legal documents served upon

| English-speaking persons should be in English

as well as in Italian. At the same tmle it
gave notice that after 15 years English shall
be the language of the courts. This notifica-
tion is based on the fact that the Maltese are
withoutthe slightest pressuregradually adopt-
ing the Fnﬂrhsh tongue in pretel ence to the
Italian. In the schools, where the parents
have been given the right to decide whether

. their children after acquiring Maltese shall

study Knglish or Italian, nearly a landred
per cent. of the children ave frcm choice
endeavouring to master Knglish. If thisis

. continued for 15 years it will be no hardship

at all should English become the language of
the courts.  That is how the Colonial Office
justifies its attitude, an attitude, which, it
may be added, will not be persisted in if these
expectations are disappointed. Through the
influence of the pro-Italian party, aided by
many of the Catholic priests, who number a
thousand, a bitter agitation has been kept up
against this Anglicizing of the Maltese. The
latter are deseribed as a capable and loyal
people, whoare in some respects model citizens
of the Empire. They have, however, too
many languages. It is to be regretted that
the cir cumst:mces should give rise to rriction,
yet it canmot be denied that if any language
is to be placed under a ban on British tuutmy
it ought not to be the language of the British
people

THE POLITICAL SITUATION OF
MALTA.

> Ava,
A Blue-book was issued yesterday by the
Colonial Office (Cd. 715) containing “Further
correspondence relating to the political condi-
tion of Malta.” This correspondence deals
mainly with the language question and with
the subject of extra taxation to be imposed
in order to defray expenditure on public works
of recognized urgency. The policy of his
Majesty’s Government is stated in an exhaus-
tive despatch, dated July 30, 1901, from the
Secretary of State for the Colonies which
closes the correspondence. The following
are the most salient passages of this despateh:
The difficulties which are at present being
encountered in the Government of the Island
are due to the attitude of the Elected Mem-
bers with regard to the Language question,
the facts regarding which are as follows:—
Tu Iebru(u), 18% Colonel J. L. Hewson
an Officer in the Army Pav Department at
Malta, was committeed by a Maltese Court of

“Tur Tires, 1901.

/
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Lav for contempt of Court, because he refused
to sign a deposition in a ldnoudoe with which
‘?1@ was entirely unacquamted Legislative
ction was accordmtwly taken by he1 late
“ajesty’s Order in “Council of the 7Tth of
Tarch, 1899, for the purpose of removing
i injustice of a British subject unfamiliar
with the Italian language being tried by a
.wowrt of Justice in a British Colony in a
language which he could not understand, and
of giving a litigant suffering from the same
disadvantage certain facilities, not hitherto
possessed by him, for the conduct of the civil
proceedings to \vhlch he is a party in the
Hnelish langumge. As I stated in my despatch
of the 19th of June, the effect of the Order
1t Couneil is not to prevent Italian from being
usud in the Courts, but simply to provide
that where a British subject not born or
naturalized in Malta is concerned he shall
have the right to have the proceedings con-
ducted in English, a provision which, as I
then observed, is in accordance with the
principles of common sense and justice, and
which cannot furnish any ground for a grie-
vance on the part of the Maitese. This,
however, is only one point in connexion with
the Luwu‘me questlon. Until recently the
children in the Elementar y schools of Malta
were taught at the same time the two foreign
Ianguages, English and Italian, and also the
native Maltese language; but, as a rule, they
were not kept at school long enough to ]o‘un
even the elements of either the hngllbh or
the Italian sufficiently for any practical
purpose. New regulations were accordingly
passed providing that children ave to be taught
Multese only, and other subjects through the
medium of the Maltese for the first two years;
and that at the end of that period parents
are to choose between English and Ttalian as
the other language to be tlmght in the higher
classes of the elementary schools. The lan-
guage chosen is also taught through the
medium of the Maltese language. As you

are aware, the educational returns show that

parents in Malta and Gozo, having the choice
before them whether their children should be
instructed in English or in Italian, have by
an overwhelming majority elected for their
instruction in the English language, and this
decision has been arrived at b) the people in
spite of every kind of influence and pressure
which has been brought to bear upon them
by the limited class who are interested in
nmm‘ca,mnwF a prlvﬂe(red position for the
Italian langu‘me in the islands.

In view of these facts, his Majesty’s
Govermment arrived at the conclusion that
Hm time was not far distant when the

Fuglish language should be d&ﬁnﬁw\ adopted
as the language of the Courts in Malta, and

the period of 15 years from the 22nd March,
1899, was fixed in order that those whose
interests might be affected (such as the
members of the legal profession) might know
that the change was impending and might
have ample time to prepare for it......

The opponents of free choice for the
people of Malta having failed in their efforts
to force the Italian LmrruaO'e on a majority
which has conclusively shown that it prefers
English, have now openly announced as their
poh(w the refusal of all taxation and public
improvements, even those most necessary to
the health and comfort of the poor, until
they can secure their ends. It has, therefore,
become imperative to consider how this policy
should be met. The abuse of Constitutional
powers would justify the amendment of the
Coustitution, but his Majesty’s Government
are loth to take this course, and prefer to
adopt o temporary alternative, hoping that
reflection and common sense may before long
induce the Elected Members to adopt a wiser
and more patriotic policy. You are aware
that when the Constitution was granted in
1844, and again when it was extended in 18~7
provision was made, in view of the great
Imperial interests connected with the fortres.
of Malta, for legislating by Order in Council
inany cases in which thoseinterests demanded
it, and the Council of Government was unw;ll-
ing to fulfil its duties. His Majesty’s Govern-
ment are of opinion that this contingency
has once more arisen, and they have therefore
decided to advise his Majesty to puss by
Order in Council the legislation required for
dealing with a portion, at any rate, of the
various outstanding questions.

ird

7. Those questions are as follows:—

(ay  Construction of new schogls.

(by Extension of the Drainage Works.
(e) Extension of the Water Works.

(d) Construction of a new ward in the

Central Hospital.

(e) Construction of a Leper Asylum for
Women.
" (f) Construction of a ward in the Luna-

tic Asylum for Criminal Lunatics.
(2) Reconstruction and improvement of
roads, streets, and open spaces.

(h) Extension of the Electric Light
‘Works.

(i) Construction of a jetty at the Custom
House.

(j) Construction of a break-water at
Giozo.

(k) Construction of a Chapel in the Poor
House.

8 Before dealing with these questions
‘o detail, T would observe that they have all
Loen treated by the elected members as inse-

pavably connected with the Language ques-
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“In -the . case -of the Schools,v

tion‘in Malta..
the Elected Members are endeavouring to
obstruct the natural spread of the English
language in Malta by refusing to vote the

. full salaries'of teachers in the ‘Blementary
Schools and other sums required to carry on
the work of the Bducation Department, while

in’the case of new public works, such as the
Drainage Worlk, -&c., referred to above, they

Thave taken up the posmon that they refuse -

- to vote in favour of any additional taxation

‘o ‘long-as the Government maintain their

‘policy with regard to the Language question.
' My, Chamberlain, after explaining in

detail the mature and utility of the above-

mentioned . measures, and the obstructive
resistance offered ‘to them, sets forth the
@ﬁscal measures which his Majesty’s Govern-

ment have decided ‘to adopt in order to carr y '

them out, and concludes as follows:—
As I have sufficiently indicated mbove, 1t

‘to 'force either the English or the [talian

Janguage upon the peopleof Malta, butto

leave the matter entirely to their free choice.
This. policy has already been carried out in
the case of the Elementary Schools, -and,
~with a view to applying it to the ‘whole

educational system of the Island, it is pro-

‘posed to advise his Majesty to make -such
provision by-the Order in Council as will

" Elementary Schools, subject, however, tp the
~follbw1ng exception.

In the 5th paragraph of this despatuh T
have stated that Sir F. Grenfell has been
instructed to give the most ample assurances
- that no interference with the religious con-
vinctions of the people of Malta is or has’
ever been contemplated by his M a]esty 8

Government, but, with a view to removing all
‘possible ground for the imputation that the
action of the Government upon the language
" question is due to religious wmotives, it has
been decided to make no change ‘with regard
o0 the ‘medium of instruction in the ecase of

- the Faculty of Theology and to insert a special

‘provision in the Order in Council that, the
instruction shall continue to be given in the
Tatin or Italian language. I should add that
the obstacle in the way of teaching the child-
ren-in the Elementary Schools both English
and [talian at the same time, which is 1efeuer1

to in par agraph 3 of this dequtch does not
 existin the case of the advanced students at

- . - the Liyceum oxg,thg University and that it will.

n to them 1o elact to learn

of’ course,be op:
hey wish to do’so.

“both languages

gion Signor.

is'not the policy of his Majesty’s Government | thejlate Signor Crispi.

.+ -énable the parefts of students in the Ly(,eum‘
“#and University to exercise the same option

* “swith regard to the choice of English or Italian-
. ~as they are already in a position to do in the-

ITALY A\ID THE MALT S

QUESTION.

- “Gazzerra p1 Venezia, Ave. ‘24{7h,' :
The:Gazzetta di Venezia comments adv

sely upon a speech recently delivered—
Signor Paolo. Boselli, Deputy for Savona

.at a public dinner.in this city ; on.each oceas
Boselli condemned ‘in s‘crono S

terns the action of the British- Government

in Malta in 1egard to the Italian language.

The journal in question observes:—

, “After so many absurdities regar dmg
Albania it is now Malta’s turn, and the worst:

"is that this new cry should be taken up by a

“clever man like Signor Boselli, who at one

g 8T B g e T g,

time served as Under Secretary of State with

themselves.

‘We have already had |
oceasion to express our opinion upon the
‘disagreeable question of Malta, but it will
‘not be amiss if we repeat it. “We are con- .
~vinced that al! the nonsense that hasappeared -
~or that may unfortunately still appear in this -
“matter can only be injurious to the Maltese - -
We think, moreover, that in this -
way misunderstanding ‘and distrust may be..

created between us and our friends across the.
British Channel for the benefit of our non- *

friends beyond the Alps.

As regards the -

latter, ‘let us not forget that for them every - :

opportunity is good for sowing dissension,

and that if no real occasion offers itself ima-
gination is not lacking fo invent one, ag
occurred lately when the despatch of the

Mediterranean squadron to Augusta was re-

presented as being intended as a hostile- de-
monstration against Great Britain.

is a purely local one, as the inhabitants of

‘that island have not the remotest leanmg in

favour of any annexatlomst ideas.”

MALTESE GRIEVANCES.

G. 0. ELTZEAACHER.

ConreEMrorarY REviEW, 28th Avgus:

- My. Chamberlain’s recent policy in Malta

'has been largely discussed by the Ttalian
Press, partly with unbridled violence, pavtly

with a feeling of genuine regret, not. devoid
of fr 1endhness .The accusations brpi ht b
the Ttalian papers agamst us and gains

Neither. -
‘should we forget that the question of Malta
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policy have, to some estent, found their way
- into sowme british organs of public opinion,
~ mostly organs of a Liberal tendency. We
have been accused -of having wantonly created
. a pronounced ill feeling against ourselves in

a most important and most loyal part of our

Empire, and it has even been said that Italy
~—had become embittered against us by the
; high-handed provocative -treatment of her
" *altese” sons, who had placed themselves

‘oluntarily: under our protection. It has
“2n said that, in consequence of our ill-
~ +greatment of the Maltese, our relations with
our old ally has become distinctly less cordial,
.if not strained. - Under these circumstances,

I think it opportune to render a faithful

account of the impression which I have re-
ceived on the spot, and to give the result of

my diligent enquiries into the state of Malta

" and its grievances.

The chief grievance in Malta is that re-
garding the language question. The impres.
sion has been created abroad, especially in
Italy, that we brutally force upon an unwilling

and helpless Ttalian population the English

language, which they do not want to have.
The impression has been created and fortified
by the constant and indiseriminate use of the
most violent language of denunciation .and
" vituperation with regard to our policy in
Malta. The origin of the anti-British agita-
tion in Malta and throughout Italy is to be
found in the action of the elected members of
the Council of Government in Malta. The
following extract from a letter, signed by
them, and dated the 1st of April, 1899, in
which the Maltese grievances, especially those
regarding the language question, are laid
before the Governor of Malta, is characteristic
and instructive. The language in this official
statement is distinctly mild and unimpassion-
ed in comparison with the violent denuncia-
tions which have appeared in the Gazeotta di
“>-Malta and throughout the Ttalian Press:

“o The despatch of the 15th March
~announces a future law whereby the English
"~ language will be substituted for the Italian
language in the Courts of Law. This proce-
dure degrades the whole population, who are

“ entitled to liberty, and want to be free, and
highly and very deeply resent a law which is
undeserved, even by such people as are subject

to the lowest state of slavery...... An imposi-
tion which places us below the position of
slaves.. ... Political life here...... 1s too un-

happy, because the majority of the people are
compelled to keep sileucs...... A corrupt and
corruptible policy has always-leen at play to
terrorise the people..:.. This measure is
being imposed upon us‘in the sole interest of

the British Government, and to the ‘greatest

e
{

sacrifice of our national feelings and wel-

fare... .. a law which will lower us to the

utmost deplorable condition that can be con-
clived ..... the exorbitant and ‘most unjust
expenditure upon our already exhausted re-
venue, ete,, ete.” S

This document, which with unconsecious
humgur has been. dated the lst of April,
sounds the leading note in the campaign of

“calumny which has been commenced against

us in the Italian Press. From the tone of
this official and deliberate declaration it would
appear that the Maltese, as the (Gazzelta di
Malta puts it, are worse governed than any
land under the dominion of the Turk. It
would appear, from the document of which T
quoted a few characteristic passages,

1. That the English language is brutally
forced upon an unwilling population;
2. That the Maltese are impoverished
and ground down with an exorbitant taxation.
~ Let us now look into the state of Malta,
in order to see whether these two violently
expressed ussertions, which form the basis of
the anti-British agitation, are borne out by
facts. ‘
~ The language of Malta is not Italian, as
the anti-Dritish agitators have tried to*make’
out. Tt contains, in fact, hardly move than o
trace of Italian. The language in Malta is
Maltese, a distinctly Semitic language, which
contains hardly any ltalian elements, as
may be seen from the following statemcents
made by Maltese and Atalians. That grand
Ttalian work, the Diztonario Corografico delln -
Italia, Milan, 1868-1880, says, in volume 4,

- page 860, in the article on Malta:

~“Gli abitanti in generale, di razza araba
mista di [taliani e di Greci, parlano un dia-

letto misto, arabo nel fondo, main cuisi

riconoscono gli idomi di quei due popoli.
(The inhabitants, mostly of Arabian race,
mixed with Ttalians and Greeks, speak a
mixed dialect, which is chiefly Arabie, but in
which the idioms of those two peoples may
be recognised.)”

Atonio Em. Carvana says in his work,
~ull’origine della lingua Multese, Malta, 1896,
on page 5: : , '

© “La lingua che si parla nelle Isole di
Malta appartiene essa pure al tipo Semitico.
(The language spoken in the Maltese Islands

“belongs also to the Semitic type.)”

[.et us not rest satisfied with those opin-
ions pronounced by prominent Italians and

“Maltese, but let us look ourselves into the

alleged similarity of the Italian and Maltese
languages, which is constantly being paraded
by the Maltese auitators, byzeomparing the
Lord’s prayer, in Ttalian and in Maltese, side
by side:
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ed in Malta isofficially estimated at £1,000,000
sterling, which would correspond  with
£200,000,000 sterling worth of jewellery for
Great Britain, and would average £25 worth
for each Maltese family of five heads. But
the Maltese do not put all their wealth into
jewellery. Maltese money invested in stocks
is estimated at.£2,000,000 whilst £540,000 is
in cireulation and £6 14,085 is on deposit with'
the savings banks and other banks: Conse-
quently, that part of the Maltese savings
which is invested in money and in Stock
Exchange securities may be considered to
amount, on an average, to not less than £75
per family of five heads.
can in no way give the impression that the
Maltese are weighed down by poverty.

Now let us look into the “gxorbitant and
most unjust expenditure” of Malta, and see
what this expenditure is used for, or, as the
Ttalian agitators would have it, squandered
on. The total revenue of Malta amounted,
in 1899, to £354,265, of which sum £ 157,000
can hardly be considered an impost on the
population, because this sum was derived
from interest on funds and from the yield of
railways, waterworks, lighting, rents, fines,
the Post Office, ete. The remaining part of
the revenue, namely, £197,000, was derived
from Customs in the following way:

£83,000 on grain.
£11,000 on dead meat.
£88,000 on spirits,’wine and beer.
As probably nine-tenths of the imported
spirits, wine and beer are consumed by the
British community, the Maltese being extre-
mely sober, it would appear that the whole
Maltese contribution to the Customs revenue
would amount to about £ 100,000, or about
10s. per head of the whole population: civil,
military and naval. If we consider the wealth
of Malta, of which the figures given above
give some indication, and bear in mind that
the British citizen contributes per head of
population about £5 per annum to Tmperial
and local taxation, it would appear that the
average Maltese, who pays about 10s. per
annum, is far better off than the  average
Britisher. I should like to mention that the
duty on imported grain, yielding £ 83,000 per
annum, which appears exorbitant, enables
the Maltese farmer to raise corn. Conse-
* 1 WMaltage themselves are strongly
+#-n of that tax,
‘ea have

Surely these figures .

Charitable Institutions £49,000
Public Works ' 52,000
Police . 41,000
Water and Light 28,000
Law 22,000
Schools 15,000
Pensions. 16,000
Customs 11,000
Post Office 14,000
Public Health 9,000

Contribution to Military Service 5,000

The whole of this “exorbitant and most
unjust expenditure” does not even go out of
the country, but goes into Maltese pockets,
including even Malta’s contribution to the
military service of £ 5,000 per annum, which
is spent on the Malta Militia. To this force
the Imperial Government contributes £42,000
per annui. Malta’s Defence Budget of £5,000
per annum is in proportion about onesixtieth
of our own defence expenditure. There are
no taxes whatever in Malta. : '

But the Maltese, or rather the Italian-
speaking scction of the Maltese, not only.
object to this «gxorbitant and most unjust
expenditure” in general, but to the expendi-
ture on Police, Schools, and Drainage in
particular. As the Maltese is rather quick
at using the knife in a quarrel, just like his
neighbour in Sicily, and as, further-more,

‘the policemen are all Maltese, the objection

to an adequate police expenditure which en-
sures the safety of the public is unwarranted.
The Government Schools have inereased from
97 in 1898 to 149 in 1899. The tuition in the
primary and the secondary schools is free, and
the thirst for knowledge in the population
is shown by the fact that, though the schools
are not compulsory, there wasa total of not
less than 15,669 scholars attending. But
Malta has not only elementary and secondary
schools; it has the inestimable advantage of
possessing also technical education, a Liyceum,
and even n University, which confers the B.A.,
M.D., LLD., and D.D. degrees. In short,
Malta gives, with a minimum of expenditure,
a maximum of advantages to its citizens.
According to the latest statistics, the morta- .~
lity in the drained towns of Malta was 23.53 -
per 1,000, whilst the mortality in the un-
drained zone outside the towns was 80.44 per .
1,000. These figures, together with ‘the
reports given by Maltese medical men, are,
I think, the strongest argument possible in
favour of executing a drainage system which
the Grovernment of Malta wishes to execute,
but to which the small Ttalian-speaking section
* the Maltese objects, as it objects to the rail-
3 to the electric lighting, though
“" e meet a distinet want, and

ft.
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I think, considered all in all, that the .

community of Malta may be pronounced. to
be a model community with amodel adininis-
tration and a model population. More than

100 years ago Boisgelin described the Maltese |
as industrious, active, economical and brave, |

remarkably sober, extremely fond of orna-
ments, and more attached to their country
than any other nation in the world. These
characteristics the Maltese nation has preser-
ved up to the present date. These excellent
qualities have brought sueccess to the Maltese,
wherever they have gone. Consequently, men
who hail from Malta may be found every-
where round the shores of the Mediterranean,
and inland as far as Khartoum, where they
occupy positions of trust and of importance,
and where they are highly esteemed for their
linguistic accomplishments. Maltese being
very similar to Arabie, their success on Afri-
can soil may be partly explained by their
facility of making themselves wunderstood.
With a thorough knowledge of English, how-
ever, not only the shores of Africa, but the
shores of the whole world will stand open to
the rapidly increasinig numbers of these

excellent people, for whom their tiny islands

are getting too small. Consequently, the
measures inaugurated to enable the Maltese

to acquire a knowledge of English, if they
wish to learn it, will no doubt prove highly.

beneficial to the people in the future; and
already they recognize the audvantage offered
by the tuition of English, as may be seen
from the statistics given above. The opposi-
tion comes solely from the small “pro-Italian
section, who always talk loudly in the name
of the Maltese, but are consciously or uncons-

ciously, working in direct opposition to the

best interests of the people whom they pre-
tend to represent. "What their motives are
in sowing hatred without cause I leave the
reader to decide. Their last misrepresenta-
tion to the people is that the British want
Maltese to learn English in order to be able
- to send the men to Africa and make their
women to work for the soldiers. This lie,
which has been repeated in Malta even in my
presence. by educated Italo-Maltese men,
would be atrocious were it to be believed by
the uneducated Maltese.

Apparently this pro-Italian agitation cf
a small Maltese clique is purposeless. Malta
18 so near southern Italy that the Maltesce
are well aware how their Italian neighbours
are weighed down by the hardships of military
service and - by exorbitant taxation. They
know what tobaceo, sugar, salt, ete , cost in
Italy, and what they cost in their own country.

Consequently, I was not astonished to hear

from a Maltese that probably not one quarte

per cent. of the Maltese population would
like to become Italians. Yet this pro-Italian
agitation in Malta may possibly bring about
a cession of Malta to Italy. Great Britain
has often ceded territory to friendly Powers
for sentimental reasons. We have given up
the invaluable harbours of the Tonian Islonds,
and under a Liberal Government, not many
years ago, we are said to have been near ced-
ing Gibraltar to Spain. Consequently it may

not be impossible that if the Maltese pro-

Ttalian agitation grows in strength asit is
growing in violence, a future Liberal Govern-
ment may offer Malta to Italy in some form
or another.

There exists a not uninfluential school of
thinkers who would willingly see the Medi-
terranean become a French lake, because they
say that we cannot hold the Mediterranean

‘in time of . war, that we should have to rely,

for our road to India and Australia, on the

‘Cape route, and that it would consequently
“be senseless to hold in time of peace what

we should have to abandon in time of war.
There are other naval strategists who would

“prefer a strong naval base in Egypt to the

Malta station, who say that, owing to the
shortening of distances by steam power, the
importance of Malta has as much diminished
for the Fleet as it has for the mercantile
marine. I am not judge on naval matters;.
but T fear that considerations such as these
might lead to a cession of Malta to Italy
under a Liberal Government, especially if our
difficulties all over the world should keep on
increasing. The consequence for Malta of
sach a cession would be a largely decreased

_income, owing to our absence on theone side—

for Italy would certainly not spend £1,300,000
to £1,400,000 yearly in Malta—and a largely
increased taxation, similar to that in TItaly,
on the other side. Our withdrawing from
Malta would mean the immediate impoverish-
ment of these Islands and the rapid emigra-
tion of the majority of its congested popula-
tion.

The Maltese are wrong to allow themsel-
ves to be led by pro-Italian agitators. They
have no cause for complaint, yet they have
an imaginary grievance. They are tired of
good King Log, and call him a tyrant and
do not think that Providence may possibly
send them a King Stork in his stead. .

In the time which I have spent in Malta
I have learned to respect and to esteem the
Maltese for their sterling qualities, and I
should be sorry to see them brought to mise-
ry by the wild and purposeless course on
which they are embarking, and which may
land them where they little expect,




1=
1

‘ -- 18—

THT LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

e

e

- THE MALTESE QUESTION. -,

«MorninNe Post,” Aégﬁsfi 28rm 1901, * =

We received a few weeks ago a copy “of
one of the leading papers of the ijsland con-
taining a strong indictment of Mr. Chamber-
lain’s policy with regard to the suppression
of the native language and other matters.
As the subject lay rather beyond the scopeof
suburban journalism, we referred it to an able
Paddingtonian who has just spent some
months in Malta, and have received the follo-
wing reply, which will interest many of our
readers:

«Tt is always difficult to set out off-hand
the rights and wrongs of any dispute. With
regard to the Maltese people, they are very:
sensitive and given to fancy themselves slight-
ed without any reason. Moreover, they are.
rather inclined to believe that the- English
people are fond of
and showing their power. In this they are
not, perhaps, some might say, entirely wrong.
This is, however, only a matter of sentiment
and of no great importance. At the same
time ideas, whether well or ill founded,
should not be passed over lightly. especially.
_ with a sensitive people like the Maltese, hoy

‘are ready to make a grievance and to take
offence where none is meant.

« With regard to the language question

“which a disgraceful outrage was

domineering over them-

who'’

‘there can be no doubt that it is rather unfair. .
towards the English that the language of the

Government should not be used in the. Law
Courts. All well-educated Maltese know
English as well as, i#f not better than, their
British fellow-subjects, and now that English
is being gradually introduced into the schools,
all the country-folk will soon understand it
equally well. ~ It is only because they do not
fully comprehend the innovation that the
Maltese are angry about it. At the present
moment the nafive patois is used in the
schools, the English or Italian is compulsory

besides. The majority choose English. This

fact speaks for itself. 'lhe terrors of our
language cannot be so great if they prefer it
4o Ttalian, which is spoken in the homes of
many of the Maltese nobility. Ot course the
people are far better able to get employment
and earn much higher wages if they know
English. Most of them see this, and the
Maltese generally look up to us and think
well of us. It rests with ourselves to main-
tain these sentiments.

«T-do not think the question of religion
comes in at all. Like most Roman Catholic
nations the Maltese are very fervent, but

there is seldom on this point any unpleasant--

by Order in

ness with the English. The natives of Malta

are -on the .whole a most loyal race if well
treated and not snubbed. ‘Their little weak-
nesses and fads are worthy of every conside--
ration” . ‘ ‘

PRECAUTIONS AT MALTA.

«Darmy Marw,” Aveust 27TH.

The statue of Queen Victoria, upon
recently
committed by some unknown person, is being
cleansed by order of the Public Works Do-
partment, and it is hoped that all trace of
the nitrate ofsilverwilleventually beremoved.

The local anti-English Press continues
to publish long articles denouncing the policy
of Mr. Chamberlain and the Governor. The
authorities have decided to enrola provisional
force of 106. picked men from the . Royal
Marine Artillery, who are to be engaged for
special duty, no doubt in view of the present
agitation. = Such a step has no precedent in
Malta since the British occupation. R

The Dante Alighieri Society for the"
propagation of the Ttalian language abroad
has decided to establish a number of branches
in Malta.

MALTA AND THE KING.

FIRM ATTITUDE OF THE
GOVERNMENT.

«Darny Marz,” Ave. 8, 1901

The agitation is still being fostered
against the language decrees of the Govern-
ment, but those who direct it hope to gain
the greatest measure of popular support from
spreading the belief
the position
they have taken up. o

In this they are greatly mistaken; the
Government will not modify its policy in any
respect, nor will the Chief Secretary, Sir
Gerald Strickland, who enjoys the official
confidence, be promoted, as the Ttalian papers '
suggest, to any other sphere of usefulness—
in other words, “shelved:” = :

There is no doubt that the general
public increasingly appreciates that. the ob-
jects for which the taxation has been decreed
Clouncil are altogether vital and
urgent. - But the Italian element in Malta
Luows effectively how to indulge in moral
terrorism, and this is the policy now in force.

In an oracular article addressed to the
citizens of Malta the “Grazzetta’ saysi— i

that they may compel . -
_the authorities to recede from
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“The situation is grave. Our rulers
cause us tears of blood. Our humiliation is
" at its. height. Let us exhaust every legal
means of defence. Justice is with us; with

our rulers-lies the despotism. Forward! and

let us take courage.
~%A solemn, popular petition,” continues

the “Gazzetta,” “which is to be sent to King
Edward, will be placed before the publicin a
few days. This petition is for the purpose of
contradicting the false statements which are
so detrimental to us. ’ - '

“Maltese!” concludes the appeal, ‘“affix
your signatures. In defence of our holy
cause funds will be required. Be prepared
to lay out your share. Duty demands it;
religion inspires it!”

The local merchants have offered to re-
build at their own expense the statue of Queen
Victoria which was injured. '

MALTA.

“Tur Scorsmaw,” Ave. 29, 1901.

Any stick will do to beat a “lean and
malicious fox.” By that elegaiit and decorous

title one of the signatories of the appendix

to “an appeal by the Maltese people’” much
commented upon and commended by the
Radical Press of London, designates the
Colonial Secretary.
little less erude, the Opposition scribes echo
not only the views on the language question
obligingly furnished to them from Malta but
the abuse directed against Mr. Chamberlain
with which the island agitators flavour their
petitions for what they call their rights.
Abuse, one gathers, is much more to the taste
of these Radical censors of the head of the
Colonial Office than argument or fact. There
- is very little of either solid fact or sound
argument in the Maltese pamphlet; on the
other hand, it is full of misrepresentation and
casuistry. But the document furnishes the
enemies of Mr. Chamberlain with an oppor-
tunity of flinging & few more handfuls of mud
at the statesman who so grievously stirs their
- rancour and ire. It seems, in Mr. La-

bouchere’s phrase, to offer a chance of giving:

“another fall to Joe ;> and they eagerly jump
at it without waiting to look -whether they
have not seized upon a foul and untrustworthy
weapon, and whether any injury they may
succeed in inflicting will be “injury to their
country’s interests, and to Malta, rather than

to the Minister whom they fearand hate with’

such good reason. It is a godsend for these
- patriots in this slack season to fall upon an
. excuse fordenouncing Mr. Chamberlain’s egre-

- worse for the facts.

In phraseology only a -

gious and supercilious arrogance, his “high-
handed, pushful ways,” his passion for “riding
roughshod” over local sentiment and free
institutions, his knack of turning a loyal and
peaceful people into a set of moody, discon-
tented, and exasperated men, and his other
notorious faults and failings daily denounced
in the Little Englander Press. If the facts
in no way bear out the charges, so much the
‘Without Mr. Chamber-
lain to belabour and traduce, the Radical
journalist’s occupation would be gone.

The “appeal from the Maltese people,”
which has tempted the Opposition pack to
open cry against the Colonial Secretary, is
not a genuine appeal, nor does it really come
from the people of Malta. Any unprejudiced
person might satisfy Limself of this by giving
a little attention to its terms and its origin.
It contains what may be described as a veiled
spirit of sedition. It intimates that Malta is -
a possession of this country not so much by
right as.by sufferance. It declares that the
Maltese people have been baulked of their
freedom; they “have claimed in vain their
home rule.” The truth is, Malta has enjoyed
a larger amount of freedom than has ever
been bestowed on any locality whose prime
place is that of a fortress and a naval station;

and it has been contented and prosperous ;-
utider that freedom. The document -speaks : °
of “the language of the country—the Italian.” = -
The language of the country is patois unin- @ ~

telligible to Italians; only a minute percent-
age of the native population are acquainted
with the tongue of the peninsula, and they
have no desire to know it. The proportion
of parents and guardians of children that had
reached the third standard in the elementary
schools who chose English in place of Ttalian
as the language to be taught was 95.4 per
cent. in 1898, 97.1 in 1899, and 98.5 in 1900.
The desire for Italian, as gauged by the free
choice made by “the Maltese people” who
had children at school dwindled in the three
years from 5.6 to 1.5 per cent.—to the point
of extinetion. It is in the face of this noto-

“rious and undeniable fact that the concocters
of the appeal—they do not adhibit their -

names to it—venture to speak of Italian as.
“the language of the country,” and denounce
the wise and necessary. steps of preparing to.
make English the official tongue in the law”
Courts as an outrage on Maltese liberties.
The violent and unscrupulous opposition which
Sir Francis Grenfell and Sir Gerald Strick-
land, the Governor and Secretary of the
island, have had to face has come not from
the mass-of the islanders, but from a disap-
pointed, ambitious, and disaffected few, who

can very justly be described as mischievous
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lute truth when he stated on the last day of
the session that the so-called elected members
of the Maltese Council had gr ossly abused
the powers conferred upon them in 1887, and
- that the interests of the Empire and the pubhc'

health and smfety of Malta imperatively called
~ for that exercise of superior authority which

put an end to the attempt to paralise govern-
ment by refusing to vote taxation. How
these powers have been allowed to fall into

the hands of a small clique is tersely set forth’

in an article in.the Maltese paper, “Risorgi-
t"»mento,” quoted in the recent Blue-book.
arises from the apathyandignorance displayed
by the mass of the people

 privileges at election time, and so let their

affairs fall into the hands of noisy and dan-
gerous demagogues, who, as Mr. Chamberlain.
. hag truly said, replesent only 2 per cent. of
“No one comes forward as a
candidate but the wusual political agitators

" the electors.

and those who want to avail themsélves of
the Councilfor giving vent to their hatred of

‘the English Government, wasting at the same

“time the precious time of the Council in long
speeches on questions that have already been
definitely settled, and in a language so trivial
and indecorous as to have br. ouaht the Couneil

~ to thelevel of a shop, if not somethmO' worse.”'s

Itis a traversity of freedom, an abuse of
representative institutions, of which larger
‘examples are found elsewhere. But nowhere
has the evil appeared in more glaring form or
threatened greater danger to the community
than in Malta. = Per haps -when the populdtion
has been better instructed in the language
they prefer and in their political uo'hts and
duties, there will be an impr ovement. But

in the meantime the Government of Malta

* has to be carried on; the safety of a post of

observation and control on which more than:

one of our rivals look with envious eyes must
be guarded against any weakness, internal or
external.. We cannot permit a critical part
of the machmely of Empire to be tampered
with by a parcel of mtrlgumcv lawyers, and
revengeful priests.

The authors of the appeal show some-
thing of their hand, besides revealing some-
thing of their 1deni;1ty, in & number of signed:

extracts from letters that are rtppended to |

the pamphlet. A flower or two of language
has already been culled from this correspon-

dence. Most of the letters, it is noted, are
written by parish priests, and this recalls the
fact that the last constitutional erisis in Malta
arose over the question of mixed marriages,

where clerical was pitted agdinst secular
authouty and got the yorst of it. Clez icalistn
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' am’raftors% “Mr. Chamberlain spoke the fxbso- |

Tt

] Thev do not.
choose to,come forward and exercise their

mav be beaffen, but it does not easﬂy fQH e
‘or for give. The priestly assumption: 1&:7’(:11&1,~Lé
the permission of free choice of languages in}
education is an attack on the religion of the
island. - To remove any possible ground for‘
this imputation, it has been- decreed that no
change shall be made in the medium of inst-}
“ruction in the Faculty of Theology, which
~will continue to be taught in Latin and Ttalian ¢
only. An ar chpuest orator at the meebmrr_
,held on 30th June last declared that taxes -
‘and the English language were the two means
that the British Government were using to -
drive the Maltese out of Malta; and another.
priest, who has contributed a letter to the
pamphlet addressed “to the English nation,”
‘solemnly pronounces ‘that the Mfdtese who =
submit to the English language will be “the
-real assassins of their descendants.” Atleast -
_the Maltese in the proportion of nearly 99 to -
"1 commit the assassinations voluntarily by
instructing that their descendants shall be
taught in the offending tongue. Another
Maltese patriot—the author of the phrase of
the fox—proclaims incoherently “the awaken-
ing of the Maltese, exhausted in a thousand .
ways to the total benefit of the brilliant
Utopia of Joe Chamberlain;” yet another -
_announces that they are re%dy “to fight to .
the last days of their lives and die like heroes.”
“What for? It is mendaciously pretended that ‘
‘the Government are seeking to make the
English language compulsory in the Courts
”and in the schools. "The new educational
‘regulations provide that children are to-be
‘ ’ca,ught Maltese only, and other subjects’
through the medium of Maltese, for the first:
two years; after which parents choose English-
“or Italian for the higher classes, Maltese
‘being the medium of instruction. The effect:
of the new Order in Couneil regarding the:
language in thie Maltese . Courts has been
'clea.rly explained by Mr. Chamberlain; it is

" “Not to prevent Italidn from: being used
in the Courts, but simply. to provide -that
-where a British subject not born or natura-
lised in Malta is concerned he shall have the
,vight to have the proceedings conducted in
" English, a provision which is in- accordance

' with justice, and commonsense, and which
' cannot furnish any ground for a grievance on
" the part of the Maltese ”

The provision is made for English com-
~ing more fully into use in courts after a pre-

! p’uat(ny period of fifteen years from  22n¢
“March 1899. Not much hére, one woulc

. think, to furnish subject of complaint té.}';

loyal colony, as Malta undoubtedly is.

- much ground for aiming “a well directed
af the lean and mahcmus fox.” Still"
excuse is there for men of educatmn and S
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_standing in Malta to spout their stale sedition;
“or for party writers at home to discover in
Malta ““an ugly resemblance to South Africa,”
the handiwork in both cases being, of course,
that of Mr. Chamberlain.

“ILLUSTRATED Loxpox News,” Ave. 31, 1901,
From Malta comes a pa,mphlet appealing
to the English nation against the decision of

the Imperial Governmment to make English.

the official language of the Maltese. This is
described in the pamphletas an act of tyranny.
As Italian is not the  native language of the
Maltese, the charge of tyranny is Tather melo-
dramatic. As the political and commercial
interests of Malta are entirely English, and
as English is the one foreign tongue that the

Maltese have shown any desire to lear n, it

follows that English should be the official
lfmouaoe of the 1sland and not Italian.

THE'V CONDITION OF MALTA.
'DECLINE OF BRITISH TRADE.

Governor Sir F. W. Grenfell has trans-
mitted to the Colonial Office the usual abst-
ract of the Malta Blue book for 1900. The

accounts for the past financial year show.a |-

total revenue of £357,524 18s. 34d., with,an
expenditure of i365 943 17s. 14d. Of the
.expenditure £359, 202 19s. 81d. was charged
to the Consohda{ed Revenue, the b’llmnce,
£6740 17s. 5d., being the value of stores
issued and &dmstments from Surplus and
Deficit Accounts; the excess of expenditure
‘over revenue was covered by the transfer of
£1678 6s. 53d. in aid of revenue from the
General Reserve Fund. "The actual revenue
collected in 1300 under the ordinary sources
-was - £356,758 6s. 103d., or £4257 13s, 1id.

below the t01 ecast, and £2492 11s. 84d. over

the actual recelpts of the previous year. The
section of the Report dealing with imports
‘and exports speaks of the omdual superses-
sion of British goods.
the Report, are generally inferior to British
goods, and this partly accounts for the differ-
ence in prlce I understand, however, that
some foreign goods, such as electro-plate,
chiefly imported from Germany, and matches;

which eome from Belgium and Germany, are’

not only chedper but ave considered as  good,

whilst glassware nnported from France -
much cheaper and is nearly as good as-tt
~of the United Kingdom. Cravats and f

hats are also at present being extonswely.

nnported from Italy There is hkewm

“acquaintances. and

Fmelgn goods, says. |

to believe that evenin the case of earthenwar e,
which until quite lately was practically enti-
rely imported from the United Kingdom,

“British manufdctures will soon be confronted
‘with a keen competition on the part of Italian

firms. The principal reasons why for eign
goods are gradually but steadily superseding
British goods at Malta and other places are—
(a) the activity displayed by foreign commis
sion agents in making themselves acquaint-
ed with the requirements and tastes of the
people of the country to which they are sent;
their ability. to speak several languages, -
which enables them to mix freeiy with the

| population, and the ingratiating manners by

which they succeed in making numberless
some friends. These
foreign commission agents scarcely ever leave .
Malta without having' obtained some new
customers, and without having secured a
considerable number of orders, not only in
towns but also in-the remotest corners of the
Island ; (b) the pains taken by foreign manu-

facturers in supplying local requirements and

in adapting the goods to the different tastes
above referred to, not only by providing cheap
goods for those with whom qualidy 18- not a
point of much consideration, but also goods
of the particular pattern and quality reported
by their agents to be pxefened by their old
‘and new customers.

The Report say nothmo on thelangua-
ge question. In some geneml observations

by Sir G. Strickland, the Chief Secretary to
‘the Government, there is an analysis of

expenditure on public works. We quote the
following passages:—*“The expenditure on
public works was kept within the narrowest
limits, and in 1900 no important work of

.extraordinary nature was carried out,although

many are urgently required if Malta is o

. keep pace with the modern development of.
_other civilised countries.

Uunless, however,
additional revenue is authorised to provide
funds for large works entailing extraordinary
expenditure, he Gover nment must put off
indefiinitely works such as the drainage of
the villages, the extension of the watersupply,
the erection of a leper asylum for women, the

.building of a ward in the lunatic asylum for

criminal lunatics (who, for want of space,
are at present allowed to associate with other

- patients), the construction of a new hospital
~on- modern sanitary principles to supersede
,the
as those imported from the United Kingdom,: |-

xisting central hospital, which is both
anitary and inadequate to the population
01: the Island, the construction of a break-
at Grozo, the extension of electric light,
the “enlar gement of schools to avoid over-

crowding, -and: the building 0f new ones for

;Leequnodmtmcr .abott aOUU children  still
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dwaiting admission; not to mention other
works of public utility. The financial con-
dition of the Island. is, on the other hand,

prosperous, the taxation per head is low, aad |

the country could well afford a small sacrifice
on the part of each individual for the com-
mon weal; a considerable portion of the
taxes (viz., on drink) is paid by British, who
are not represented in the Council of Govern-

“ment. Money raised by additional taxation
for the above works would circulate in the
Island ‘to the advantage of the working
classes. The general prosperity of the Island
appears to have been on the increasethrought-
out 1900.
dities due to the War appears to have had
in Malta the effect of improving generally
the value of agricultural produce and the
prosperity of the farmer. The works under-
taken by the naval authorities for the cons-
truction of two large docks in the French
Creek increased the demand for labour, mak-
ing it easy for any able-bodied man to find
employment; this has taken place without
unduly inflating the rates of wages.
sanitary precautions that [were- taken to pre-
vént plague appearing in Malta proved effec-
tive, and trade was not unduly hampered
thereby.” '

THE CONDITION OF MALTA.

“Damry Marn,” Ave. 31, 1901.

The report of the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Malta for the year 1900 was
issued yesterday. The total revenue was
£357,524, and the expenditure £365,943.

Taxation contributed £193,367 under the
head of Customs, £5,519 in licenses, £1,811
in stamp duty; the Post Oftice showed a
profit of £15,219, while fees and reimburse-
mants brought in £24,604. A large portion
of the Customs duty is not paid by the Mal-
tese, but by sailors who visit the island.

The Chief Secretary remarks that the

_condition of the island is prosperous, the taxa-
tion per head low, and the country could well
afford a small sacrifice on the part of each
individual for public works that are necessary
if Malta is to keep pace with the modern
development of other civilised countries.

The drainage of the villages, the exten-
sion of the water supply, the erection of a
leper asylum for women, a ward for criminal
lunatics, and a modern hospital are among
the more urgent necessities of the island.

The report observes that foreign goods
are gradually but steadily superseding British
manufactures, and the usual reasons are

The rise in the prices of commo- -

The"

“price 3d.) was issued yesterday.

" quoted—greater activity of foreign commis-

sion agents, their ability to speak several
languages, and their ingratiating manners.

THE MALTA TROUBLE.

ITALY UNWILLING TO INTERFERE.
MALTESE NOW LOOKING TO FRANCE.
. «Damy News,” Ave. 81, 1901.

According to news received here from
Malta, the bad feeling against Mr. Chamber-
lain’s policy is increasing instead of calming
down. The leaders of the agitation, who until
now had hoped for liberal support from the
Ttalian Government because of their nation-
ality, begin to doubt the expediency of trust-
ing to that Power, given the close and cordial
relations existing between Rome and London.
In fact, it appears that, tentative advances
having béen made by the Maltese, they were -
given to understand by the Government here -
that Italy, much as she sympathises, cannot
mix herself in what is an' internal question
of the British Empire. According to the
report received here, it seems that the Maltese
now think that France would be perhaps the
best and most willing Power to hold out a
helping hand. : :

A White Book on Malta (Cd. 431-21.
It contains
a report on the Malta Blue Book for the year
1906 by the Chief Secretary. The accounts
for the past financial year show a total revenue
of £357,524, with an expenditure of £365,943.
The actual revenue collected in 1900 under
the ordinary sources was £ 356,758 or £4,257
below the forecast, and £2,492 over the actual
receipts of the previous year. The imports
and exports of dutiable goods for 1900 show
a considerable increase in value, compared
with the totals for the preceeding year. The
value of the imports was £7,434,289, against
£6,668,961, an increase of £765,328; that of
exports, £6,471,567, against £5,449,501, an
increase of £1,022,066. The increase in the
imports is due principally to larger importa-
tion of goods in transit from foreign countries
and in a smaller extent to improvement of
the imports from the United Kingdom, there
having been a decrease in the importation of
goods from the British possessions. The im-
ports from the United Kingdom amounted to
£305,010, against £297,830 in 1899, an in-
crease of £7,180. -

The principal reasons why foreign goods.
are gradually but steadily superseding British
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croods at Malta and other places are: (a) the
act1v1fy displayed by foreign commission
agents in making themselves a,cquainted with
the requirements and tastes of the people of
the country to which they are sent, their
- ability to speak several languages, which
enables them to mix freely with the popula-
tion, and the ingratiating manners by which
they succeed in making numberless acquain-

tances and some friends; (b) the pains taken

by foreign manufacturers in supplying local

requirements and in adapting the goods to.

the different tastes above referred to, not
only by providing cheap goods for those with

whom quality is not a point of much consi-,
deration; but also goods of the particular.{”
pattern and quality reported by their agents

to be preferred by their old and new custom-
ers. Of the total number of steamers enter-
ing the port 1,474 were British, with a tonnage

of 2,412,960, a,creunst 1,075 of all other na,tlon- :

ahty, with a tunmwe of 1 ,060,616. ,
During the year an or rdinance was passed
providing a colonial allowance of £640 a

year for officers from Maltese corps trans-

ferred to Imperial military service, chargeable
on the revenue of the Government of Malta
for ten years. This was prompted by the
offer of the Imperial Government to grant
six commissions in “the Imperial forces to
officers in local regiments. The most remark-

able incident in 1900 Sir G. Strickland sdys;
i was the spontaneous outburst of loyalty on the -

- part of all the Maltese on the occasion of the
relief of Ladysmith.

been approached in Malta, and is an eloquent

proof of the true sentiment -that binds the"

Maltese population of Malta to the other
loyal subjects of the Empire.

Army durmg the war in South Africa.

THE MALTESE LANGUAGE
QUESTION.

“Tnes,” Seer. 2, 1901,

Sir,—The Maltese may be, asthey clcum,
invineible, but for all that they speak Arabic
and have done so since the Moslem conguest
of 870 A.n. Previous to that date they spoke
Pheenician, popularly called Hebrew, trom
which the transition into bad Arabic was
easy. To all unversed in Maltese politics it
must appear strange. that attewpts are still
made to pass off as S Ttalian a speech unknown
in Italy, but readily understood at Tunis and
in other Arabm—speakmg lands.

I am sometimes asked to account fu

The earnestness of the'
feeling shown on that occasion has .never"

“humbler, fellow- subje

No fewer than

Westgate-on-Sea.
nine Maltese officers have served in the British | gute-on

the number of unrecognizable words in Mal-
tese, and have to explain that the Barbary
corsairs { largely renegadoes) employed a
speech called sabir or saper, which the Knights
of St. John had to know, especially when
taken or taking prisoners. This tongue con-
sisted of Turkish, and therefore some Ar abic,
Spanish, Italian, Plovengal {very little French
as we know it), and much Berber, which
name includes the North African family of
languages. From it Maltese has borrowed,

‘as also from Latin on account of the 1slanc1

religion being the Roman Catholic.
I am not greatly concerned about the

rivalry between English and Italian, which

will inevitably be Settled in course of time.
Down to the .Crimean War proceedings in
the English Consular Court at Constantinople
were conducted in Italian; but French first

-and later English have almost driven Italian

out of the Levant; while everything is being
done by the Fr enc;h to substitute for it their
own language in Tunis. -
Pity it is that the M
ing English for home
own Lumuage writte
acters. Being illiters
can only earn labou
who afterwards at.¢
to read, write, an
obtain much higher
commercial corrvespozdi
ween Morocco, Seneg:
and so on from the Gm
land. Hitherto a tyrs
clergymen and lawyér
obst;uctma changes.

Jmigrant

T am, Sir, your obe L
F. DUPRE THORNTON. .
«MorNING LEADER,” SEPT.” 3,- 190i.- -

The Maltese protest is a general subject
of conversation, but no one expects that the
Government will take any steps to. conciliate
the islanders. In fact, the general feeling is

- that while Count Stmckhnd remains. Maltese

Secretary no change can be expected. -Count

- Strickland is the son of Captain Walter Strick-

land, R.N., who was a school—fellow‘ of  Sir
Rogel Tichborne (his name_is- i
the famous trial.) :

Captain Stnckland Who was Imself the
hen of an old North of Englan amily,
married a Maltese lady,: through” whom his
son, the present Secretary, der ived his title
of Count della Catena.- "Count” Strickland
wag created a K.C. M G m 1897. His family

t. those |
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fow hold an important position in Malta,'
but they are regarded as the heads of the
Anglicising and unpatriotic party.

No «me credits Mr. Chamberlain with any
knowledge of the history or internal affairs
of Malta. Count Strickland was president of
the Cambridge Union, and married a daughter
of Earl de la Warr. Personally he is esteemed,
but the Tory traditions of his family and
their position in Malta incapacitate him for
dealing fairly with the present crisis.

THE MALTESE LANGUAGE
QUESTION.

@

“Trmes” 2nD SepTEMBER 1901,

‘We have received from Malta a pamphlét’
purporting to be an appeal to the English
nation by the Maltese people. This appeal,
dated July and unsigned, sets forth the views’
of the Maltese with regard to: the language
question, and consists for the most part of
extracts from the letter addressed to the
Governor on July 16th by the elected mem-
bers of the Council of Government. It
contains also two appendices, the first of
which, described here as ‘“a plebiscite in
writing,” gives the answers received from the
various Maltese officials and others who weie”
invited to assist at the public meetings con-
vened .by the agitators, while the second
relates the resolutions passed at these meet- '
" ings and submitted to the Governor. The
tenor of the whole document can best be
conveyed by a quotation from the appeal :--
‘The Maltese were always and are still proud
to belong to England, but they have always
claimed, in vain, that part of benefits which
from the Union should accrue to them ........
Malta longed for a political freedom in the
adminigtration of its internal government—
‘thap. fregdom which is an indispensable ele-
‘ment Whtrewith a people may develop its own
resources and follow the European progress.
It is painful to us to record that we have
never had this freedom.........
Constitution was improved ; but soon after-
wards the principal parts of it were destroyed,
and what remains became null and void~
through the abuses of the veto of the Gover-
nor, through the corrupted and corruptive
policy of the Government, and through the
Orders in Council: , The Government, seeing
that the population was suffering in silence,
wished to push their pretensions to the point
of attacking the language of the couutry—
the Italian. Since 1880a very unequalstruggle
is taking place between the people and the

‘president of a Philharmonic Society declares | |
‘that they are ready ‘to fight to the last days %

In 1887 the .|
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* Government, and no end of abuses and injus-

tices were .committed with that end in viéw.
The Maltese have so far claimed in vain to
have their home rule. They have uselessly
applied to the Imperial Government, through
a deputation sent to London in 1899 with a
view of protesting against the substitution of
the English language to the Ifalian, and of
obtaining political freedom to administer -
their own government, &c.”” The greater part -~
of the letters, which are published in Appen-
dix I., are received from parish-priests, the -
rest coming from clubs, schools, societies of -
various kinds, and other public bodies. One
gentleman writes as follows:—¢ T.am certain
that the present awakening of the Maltese,
exhausted in a thousand ways to the total
benefit of the brilliant Utopia of Joe Cham-
berlain, is no slight comfort to you and to
your incorruptible colleagues, because it is-a
most joyful promise of a better future;
because 1t is a well-directed blow to the lean
and malicious fox (of a race not altogether
indigenous) who, from free men under free
Eingland, insidiously contrives and conspires

to render us most miserable and vile slaves of
powerful masters.” Another writer, a parish
priest, draws a heart-breaking picture of the
poverty and destitution of his flock, and ends
by recognizing that it is his duty to oppose ~
to the utmost “the substitutionof the English
lafiguage to the Italian, whieh substitutionin i,
its ultimate analysis aims at the greater im-
poverishment of this loyal population.” Th

of our lives and die like heroes,”” while the
representative of another society speaks of °
Malta as ‘“this unfortunate but invincible
population.” But the most vigorous senti-
ments and the hardest words are generally
those of the priests, who appear to be the
real supporters of the whole movement. It
is a priest, too, who declares that if the
Maltese submit to the English language
“*we should be the real assassins of our des-
cendants.”

TN £, 485y
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“Tre TasLer,” 7ra SepreEMBER 1901,

The Maltese language question has brought
into prominence, in one or two newspapers,
the names of Sir Gerald Strickland. Rightly
or wrongly, he is supposed to be “the power
behind the Pope’’ of the Colonial Office, and
some of the local odium, on the one hand,
and of the glory on the other, that is Mr.

+ Chamberlain’s, is transferred to him. Sir

Gerald, with an equal mastery of his father’s
and his mother’s languages, English and
Italian, ought to be a toterably impartial
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judge of the relative uses of both langﬁages :

in Malta ; while, on the question of policy,
Sir Gerald is, of course, frankly an Imperia-
list. Nobodyneed be surprised by that ; for
" since he was at Oxford, where his opinions
were often made known in the Union debates,
he has proclaimed his sentiments with a
boldness which has not been exceeded by M.
Chamberlain himself,

MALTA.

“Damy GraprIc,” 7TH SepprEMBER 1901,

Sir,—The writer of the two leaderettes
in the “Daily Graphic” of the 28th of Aug-

ust is evidently correctly informed, and has

put the case in a most concise and lucid
manner. Not before it was time, either, as
the numerous references to the agitators and
questions in Parliament were, Ithink, leading
uninformed people to think some injustice
was being done by the Government. General-
ly speaking, the public at home know hardly
anything about the island or islanders, but
both are certainly worth more interest than

they have hitherto taken in them. The

island is interesting, and possessesa splendid

‘winter climate. The Maltese see and know:

very little of us, except the naval and military
element, which, always
holds itself aloof from the natives, who, as a

-consequence, are rather shy and reserved, .

even. when they can speak English. Now
that English is to be taught as the official
language, the natives will in future be able

it—a really important considera~

tion” for.'the inhabitants of a small island,

which is about half the size of the Isle of
Man and rather smaller than the Isle of
Wight, but with three times the population
of the former and two and a half times
that of the latter, and now practically entirely
a fortress. N

You might do worse than send your
artist-correspondent there, as you have to
Jamaica, but with special instruction to look
into the social and economic questions, or he

will certainly forget them in the artistic and

historic. Many of the houses of the wealthier
Maltese are veritable museums.

Yours faithfully,
' VERAX,

P ——

changing, mostly

‘ untry and the Empire they
h- and, knowing its common

MALTA’S REQUIREMENTS.

Although over seventy-six thousand
pounds was spent in 1900 on public works in
Malta, the compiler of the annual Colonial
report on Malta states that the expenditure
was kept within the narrowest limits, and no
important work of extraordinary nature was
carried out, although many are urgently
needed if Malta is to keep pace with the
modern development of other civilised coun-
tries. Unless, however, additional revenue
is authorised to provide funds for large works

- entailing extraordinary expenditure, the Gov-

ernment must put off indefinitely works such

as the drainage of the villages, the extension

of the water supply, the erection of a leper
asylum for women, the building of a ward in
theluuatic asylum for eriminal lunatics—who,
for want of space, are at present allowed to
associate with other patients —the construc-
tion of a new hospital on modern sanitary
principles to supersede the existing central
hospital, which is both insanitary and inade-
quate to the population of+the island, the
construction of a breakwater at Gozo, the
.extension of electric light, the enlargement

FS -
-of schools to avoid overcrowding, and the

building of new ones for accommodating
about 5,000 children still awaiting admission;
ot to mention other works of public utility.
Truly a long list.

On the other hand, the financial condi-
tion of Malta is prosperous. The taxation is
low, and the island could well stand additional
taxation for the purposes enumerated above.

“TrmEs,” Seer. 4, 1901 -

If the Maltese have few grievances under
British rule they make the most of them. A
capable and loyal people, they are in many
respects model citizen of the Empires: ande
the murmurs which have come fromi~ them
have. been generally nothing more serious
than are to be expected in a small community
in which things are not easily seen in their
true proportion,and in which violent language
—what Dr. Fortunato Mizzi calls “the strong
southern language” —against the authorities
is always rewarded with a certain amount of
popularity. Of late matters have taken a
turn for the worse; and in consequence of
the activity of a group of agitators, notably
Dr. Fortunato Mizzi and Mr. Azzopardi, and

| & few ecclesiastical firebrands, they have

‘reached a pass which has required the inter-
vention amply justified by the Colonial Sec-
retary’s despatch published by us yesterday.
One and all, the advocates of the so called
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grievances fail to take note of some elementary
facts, the first being the fact that Malta is a
great fortress which must be ruled more or less
with regard to the safety and general needs
of the Empire; that it is indebted mainly
for its wealth—the vile foreign gold, some
local patriots term it—to the large garrison
kept there and to the British vessels of war
which ecall or are stationed there. Another
fact which Dr. Mizzi and his friends overlook
is that they have no right to speak on behalf
of the whole Maltese people. They represent
a class, chiefly professional and official, not
very large, but probably numerous enough,
of persons who have long constituted a sort
of aristocracy and oligarchy in the island,

and who believe that they have a hereditary-

right to govern it. Many, no doubt, of the
180,000 Maltese who possess no political
rights have interests opposed to those of Dr.
Mizzi and the enemies of British rule. We
do not approach the consideration of the
alleged grievances from a reasonable point of
view unless we understand how potent has
been the influence of a middle-class oligarchy
which has "always igmored the interests of
the poor, yet succeeds from time to time in
securing popular support for its own ends by
fanatical appeals to religious and racial pre-
judice. Though Mr. Chamberlain is willing
to believe that “the absurd allegations’ made
by the ringleaders in the present . agitation
“find no credence with the hierarchy and the
great majority of the priesthood,” it is im-
possible to overlook the fact that a consider-
able number of priests, even among the higher
ranks of the clergy, have thrown themselves
into the fray with a zeal for the so-called
“pro-Ital’an” cause whichitis hard toreconcile
with the attitude of the Church towards
genuine Italian causes on the neighbouring
mainland of Italy.

For the last two or three years the chief
grievance has been the policy of the Govern-
ment in regard to the Italian language. The
tongue spoken by the people is Maltese,
based, as every one knows, on Arabic, though
no doubt containing not a few Italian words.
Long ago Italian came into use among the
educated and wealthy, the schools being
mostly controlled by the Italian priesthood,
and the use of it has been in a sense the
badge of superior social station. In view of

the fact that a large part of the population

was English, the compulsory employment of
Italian in Courts of law was inconvenient;
and from time to time there was a risk of a
miscarriage of justice. That actually hap-
pened not long ago, when a British officer,
Colonel Hewson, refusing to sign depositions

written in Italian on the ground that he did !

not understand the language, was committed
by the Court for contempt. Thereupon Mr.
Chamberlain announced the decision of the
Government to make the Euglish language
optional in all the Courts, and to insist that
summonses, warrants, &ec., served on English-
speaking persons should be written in English
as well as Italan. An Order in Council
made in 1849 gave British subjects not born
or naturalized in Malta a right to use the
English language in proceedingsagainst them.
This, however, was only a preliminary step.
The mass of the people have in divers ways
shown their sense of the value of instruction
in English. Under the present scheme of
education, parents have to choose, when their
children reach the third standard, in what
second language they will be taught. It is
a matter altogether optional. There is no
pressure brought to bear in favour of English.
Now, in 1898, 1899, and 1900 97.8, 98.6, and
99.4 of the parents chose English. So far as
there are means of ascertaining true popular
sentiment, as distinguished from the opinion
of a clique, it is in favour of English. Not
from any action on the part of the Govern.
ment, but owing to the operation of natural
causes, and, in particular, the advantage
which that language gives the Maltese in
commerce, the study of 1t is becoming more
and more popular. Dr. Mizzi and Mr. Zam-
mit would wantonly arrest the culture in
whose name they claim to speak. In these
circumstances the Government came to the
conclusion that the time was not far off
when the English language might be defini-
tely fixed upon as the language of the Courts;
and they tentatively fixed upon a period of
fifteen years, at the end of which, consistently
with existing interests, the change should
take place. No one denies that, if from any
cause the knowledge of English is less common
at that time than is now anticipated, the -
regulation will be modified. We should be
sorry to see anything done in violence of the
wishes as to this point of a people who have
many claims on the good will of the Govern-
ment. But a minority, however influential,
must not be allowed to stand in the way of
a language which in point of fact the Maltese
prefer to Ifalian.

A graver difficulty has of late arisen. A
small section complain that Malta is under
military rule, and sometimes they talk of the
“eternal slavery” to which they are subject.
The island is not a self-governing colony;
and the most ardent patriot scarcely suzgests
that it should receive representative institu-
tions. That idea is out of the question. But
theisland possessesa complete ci7iladministra-
tion, and, under the Constitution of 1887, the



elected members of the Council have large
powers, especially as to public expenditure.
Indeed a majority of them may veto any

such expenditure. This power has been used

the necessity of the decision; we reyret the
presence of a spirit which cannot but be in-

the Maltese may have wiser counsellors than
those who claim to speak in their name is X
much to be desired. Let them study the | SOTSID all.
legislation of some other European countries
in regard to official languages, and they will
be less critical than they are of what bas
lately been done by Great Britain,

“Court Jour~aL,” Sger. 14, 1901,

Not content with the mischief they have
done in South Africa, the anti-British party
at home are trying to stir up strife over the
Some days ago it was
stated by one of those journals who have so
warmly espoused the Boer cause that trouble
was brewing for us in the Mediterranean;
that Malta, irritated by the proposal to make
English the official language and by the sug-
gestion that opposition to this would result
in the measure of self-government the people
%Ossess being withdrawn, was turning to

rance for sympathy if not aid; but there is . . ) ..
no foundatio)n IEor ‘Zuch a statement. The Originally Italian was the official lan-
guage of the island, for the simple reason
that it was the language of the educated
1t was used exclusi-
vely in the legislature and in the administra-
tion of justice, and there is no doubt that its
usc in the courts of law gave rise to innwme-

Maltese question.

Maltese are perfectly content with British
rule, and will remain so unless they are
stirred up by the anti-British party at home.
A few malcontents may demonstrate and make
a fuss — such as, for imstance, the vecent
disfiguring of a statue of her late Majesty—
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naval and military base.

probably Punic in race.

lation or their language.

class and of the cleries.

i
it

i

but there is not a growing dislike to British
rule, as we have been given to understand.
As to turning to France for sympathy, that
is one of the last things the Maltese would
to bring about a deadlock. Improvements | do. Their recollections of the Krench are
and public works urgently needed for the
welfare and health of the people have been
stopped because the elected members refuse
to vote expenditure as long as they do not
have their own way in regard to the official
Of some of the works which have
been suspended Mr. Chamberlain says that
they are “called for by interests botir Imperial
and local, or are so essential to the general
welfare of the population that to neglect them
in a British colony and a civilized community
would be a scandal which His Maje-ty’s Gov-
érnment could not tolerate, especially as the
elected members do not represent the popula-
211(;2801:,;%), ;)1}:‘2 eis dmifslff s ,T:o)hefoﬁo?‘xaf: of Malta one must not lose sight of the local
systematic policy of pelty obstruction” which
the elected members bave espoused there is
but one way—viz., to make use of the power
of carrying out measures urgently needed by
Orders in (ouncil, and this ccurse Mr. Cham-
berlain explains and justifies in the despatch ; . .

soh : . Ja v . remainder something like 150,000 or 160,000
which we published yesterday. ~We regret belong to the indus’m%&l class and some 18,000
to 20,000 to the middle or professional class,
jurious to the interests of the island. That while there is a small native order of nobility
1 enibracing twenty-nine families and their
connections, numbering, perhaps, 1,500 per-

too unpleasant for them to wish to do that.
They hate France, and certainly not without
cause, for the French when in Malta violated
their temples and spoilt their churches.

THE MALTA QUESTION.
WHAT THE TROUBLE 1S ABOUT.

s«Darny Main,” 14ru SepremMser 1901,
To understand the conflict at present
going forward between the present British
‘Government and a section of the population

conditions prevailing in the Mediterranean

The total population of Malta, Gozo, and
the other islands of the group forming the
British colony is, roughly, 200,000, of whom
about 15,000 ave British troops.

The middle and noble classes speak Ita-
lian, and form the Clerical or Italian Party.
The whole of the rest of the nativepopulation
—mnearly nine-tenths of the whole — speak '
their own Maltese dialect, a strange patois:
which is as great a mystery to philologists as , !
is the origin of the people who speak it to * -
— ethnologists. It is probably derived from
Carthaginian or Arabic source, and should be
classed alongside with Hebrew among Semitic
tongues, while the people who speak it are

From this it will be seen how little there
is of Italy about either the bulk of the popu-
But if these facts
were not sufficiently striking, the following
should certainly conclusively prove that the
present agitation in favour of Italian is in no
sense a ‘‘ popular” movement.

A CASE OF ““‘coNTempr.”



~= 28
THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

rable cases of miscarriage of justice, for it
was as much a foreign tongue to the vast
majority of the suitors as it would be in
Shoreditch County Court.

At last a crisis was reached when a few
years ago a British officer, Colonel Hewson,
was committed for contempt of court in not
understanding Italian. So flagrant a case
awoke the Home authorities to the injustice
of perpetuating Italian as the official lan~
guage, and in 1899 English was by Order in
Council made alternative inlegal proceedings
dealing with alien-born English-speaking
persons. This was the first small step to-
wards remedying the evil.

Meantime, in the schools — Malta is

blessed with an ideal system of primary edu-
cation, by the way --all teaching is imparted
for the first two years in the native Maltese
tongue. After that period the parents have
to choose whether their children shall learn,
as an alternative language, Italian or English,
both of which are taught by means of the
native patois. No pressure is brought to
bear on the parents in coming to a decision.
Yet in 1898, 97.8 per cent. of them favoured
English, in 1899 93.6 per cent. were of like
mind, and in 1900 the proportion rose to 99.4.

THE REALLY POPULAR LANGUAGE.

That is to say, nine-tenths of the whole
population, when making individually a vo-
luntary choice between English and Italian,
were as nearly as possible unanimous in
favour of the former.

These figures were remarkable; they
made it evident that, when the present child-
hood of the islands has grown up, the whole
population, with negligible exceptions, will
understand and speak the English tongue,
while Italian will more than ever be a foreign
language to them.

It would obviously, under these circums-
‘tances, have been a gross and cruel injustice
to. have continued to enforce Italian as the
official language of the island. Consequently
it was, by an Order in Council in 1899, de-
creed that after March 22nd, 1914, the official
language of Malta should be English.

Such a decree was only a fitting inter-
pretation of the voluntary expression of po-
pular opinion as shown in the schools returns.
But it did not at all suit the purposes of the
small middle-class oligarchy. The strength
and security of this class has long very lar-
-gely rested on the fact that they speak the
official tongue, and are thus raised above the
level of the less educated bulk of the popula-
“tion. Italian is the polite langunage of Malta,
the tongue of the upper classes. The “com-
mon people’s” ignorance of it 1s the bulwark
of the aristocracy, just as the popular igno-

rance of the Gallic tongue was the mainstay
of the Norman barons 1u feudal times in our
own land. To sweep away Iftalian as the
official language of Malta and to substitute
in its place a tongue intelligible to the whole
population, is to wipe out the power of the
Maltese upper class and to admit on a cons-
titutional level with them the whole popula-
tion.

A PARADOXICAL CONSTITUTION.

TFor Malta has a Constitution of its own,
though a somewhat paradoxical one. A%
present 130,000 of the population of 180,000
are debarred by their ignorance of Italian
from any participation in the Government of
their country, and the whole administration
is--as it is now seen—at the mercy of a
small minority, the tyrannical aristocracy.

Malta is, of course, not a self-governing
Colony, but on the other hand it has a share
of autonomy not usually granted to Crown
Colonies. It is primarily a naval and mili-
tary base, after the style of the early Roman
colonies. Its Government consists of a general
officer, who is Governor and Commander-in-
Chief—in the present instance Sir F. W,
Grenfell. He is assisted by an Executive
Council consisting of seven official and three
unofficial (nominated) members, and by a
Council of Government, consisting of six
official and thirteen unofticial elected members.

Just as the House of Commons at home
has sole authority over supplies and matters
of public expenditure, so all similar affairs
are in Malta in the sole power of the Council
of Government, on the presumption that it is
a representative body.

By the extension of the Constitution in
1887 the principle that there should be no
taxation without representation was still
further recognised, and it was decreed that a
majority of the so-called popularly elected
members of the Councilof Governmentshould
have a veto on all proposals involving the
expenditure of public funds.

Thus it is that at the present moment
eight members of the upper classes can bring
the whole public business of the Colony to a
deadlock. And this is just what they have
done. Enraged by the prospect of losing
their unfair supremacy, the Italian party
has revenged itself by bringing the whole
affairs of Malta to o standstill. They refuse
to sanction any public expenditure whateve:
or to vote any supplies at all.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN'S EXPEDIENT.

Fortunately, Malta is sufficiently a Crow
Colony for it to be within the power of th
home authorities through the Governor som
marily to suspend the Constitution. To thi
step Mr. Chamberlainreluctantly had recours

| to get out of the difficulty.
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This “high-handed tyranny” was suffi-
cient excuse for the political agitators to raise
a whirlwind of abuse in the Colony. Malta, it
must be remembered, is like all southern
countries, in being the very home of intrigue
and agitation, and leaders of any seditious
movement are never wanting.

A certain Dr. Fortunato Mizzi and a Mr.
Azzopardi at once started an outery against
the Home Government. Curiously enough,
they were ably seconded by the Clerical
Party and the priesthood, who certainly as a
rule are not sympathetic-towards things
Italian. But they have never forgotten nor
forgiven the British Government’s decision
on the question of mixed marriages in 1896
—a decision which was considered at the
time an outrage to Rome.

The clergy not unnaturally carry with
them in the agitation a very large section of
the uneducated populace, and the result is a
seemingly national protest, backed by appa-
rently every class, and couched in the most
passionate and heartfelt phraseology from
the people of Malta.

Hence it is that we arrive at the Gilber-
tian position of the people of Malta suppor-
ting their oppressors against their deliverers,
and opposing a reform which by their own
voluntary choice they have shown to be abso-
lutely necessary.

They are a hot-blooded, easily-moved
people, and there can be little doubt that it
would be a grave mistake to ignore their
present temper. True asit is that their position
is a hopelessly illogical one, into which they
have been driven by the enthusiasticbombast
of self-interested agitators, it is equally true
that the situation is one which cannot be
dismissed with a word. It is one which con-
tains many grave elements of anxiety, and
one which can only be surmounted by the
utmost tact on the part of our Home Govern-
ment.

CONCESSION TO MALTA.

EXTENSIONS OF FIVE YEARS FOR
ITALIAN.

“Darry Marn” 10re Ocroser 1901.

‘We learn that the British Government,
which has shown such serupulous moderation
in its new language regulations for Malta,
has made a concession with regard to the
period in which it was decreed that English
would become the official language of the
courts.

This period was originally fixed at fifteen

i

years from the present year. Discretion to
extend the term to twenty years has been
given to the Governor, in order to meet the
case of the lawyers in present practice who

speak Ttalian.

Apparently this mark of goodwill has
not been locally appreciated by the Maltese.

A correspondent writes: —

“Within half-an-hour of his arrival on
his return from London his Excellency the
Governor, Sir F. Grenfell, summoned Mr.
Mizzl, the leader of the Italian agitation, to
the palace and informed him that for the
reason stated the home authorities were will-
ing to extend the period as already indicated.

«Mr. Mizzi was furious. He called it

“an insult to the Maltese, who, he -said, were

quite capable of learning English in fifteen
years. hie added that the Maltese were firm.
English was not to be forced on the people,
but that if the Government could really prove
that 98 per cent. of the parents were in favour
of Fnglish the ugitation would cease.

“His Excellency explained that the
taxation question would be replied to later on.
It is understood that the Governor- said that
Mr. Mizzi was foolish in not listening.to
reason, and this is the opinion of all indepen-
dent men. :

“The authorities deserve every eredit for
the moderation they have shown in the
matter.”

MALTESE LANGUAGE
QUESTION.

QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT,

Mr. P. O’Brien, on behalf of Mr. Boland,
asked the Secretary for the Colonies whether
his attention had been called to the petition
presented on the 13th inst from the elected
members of the Council of Government at
Malta urging that a commission be appointed
to inquire into the system of government in
Malts, the language question,and thequestion
of taxes ; whether he was aware that a repre-
sentative meeting had lately been held in
Malta which expressed its condemnation of
the despateh dated July 30 ; and whether a
commission would be granted in accordance
with the petition of the elected representatives
of theMaltese people. In putting the question,
the hon. member also asked the Colonial
Secretary whether he had any information as
to the hauling down of the Dritish flag, or as
to some indignity to the statue of her late
Majesty, and, if so, whether he proposed to
take any action.

Mr. Chamberlain—I have received no
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information as to either of the incidents,
except what I have seen in the papers, ‘nor
have I received the petition mentioned in the
question. As regards the second portion of

Mr. Boland’s question, the answer is in -the
affirmative, while as to the third portion the -

answer is in the negative. 1do_ mnot propose
to grant a commission of inquiry into the
gystem of government at Malta.

Mr. Flynn—Is it intended to continue
the gover nment of Malta by Order in Qouncll

exclusively.

Mr. Chamberlain—When necessmry yes,
gir.

1.0 Mr. Beland (Co. Kerry, S.) called
attention to the action of the Colonial Secre-
tary with regard to the language question in

Malta. At the end of 15 years the English.
langunage was to be the only language in the.
The [talian language

Maltese law Courts.
suited the interests of the Maltese people far
more than English, and their children ought,
in the lower standards, to be taught Italian
and be able to choose between English and
Italian afterwards. The Colonial Secretary’s
action did not give them free choice. With
regard to the war, he heard with the deepest
regret a speech of the right hon. baronet on
the front bench. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Chamberlain said he was inclined to
condole with the hon.

fully acquainted with the state of things. The
language of the Maltese'was a kind of Arabic ;
it was not a literary language, buta conversa-

tional language, and the Italian language -

wag almost as foreign to them as Greek to
" the Irish. No one had thought of interfering
~ with the Maltese language.
cognized that the people ought to learn some
" foreign language. The Government had
~ given a free choice, and, until lately, 98 per
cent. of the parents of children in the schools
chose English. Even now, after great pressure
had been brought to bear, 80 per cent. were
in favour of English. They had made this

choice because it was to their material advan-

tage. In the old days the trade of the Maltese
was with Ttaly ; but the British occupation
had raised the island to an extraordinary
state of prosperity. The natives learnt En-
glish to make themselves useful to English
employers. He honestly believed that he was
meeting the wishes of the people.

The House was still sitting when we went
to press. .

Mr. MacNeill said he would like to hear
what Mr. Egerton would reply and he should
certainly believe the hon. member before
Mr. Chamberlain,

- member, who had.{,
raised a question of some importance at-a

time when it was impossible to do full justice
to it. He did not think the hon. member was .

But it was re-.

Tar Lancuace QuesTioNn 1N Marra.

Mr. Boluznd called attention to the action
of the Colonial Secretary with regard to the
language question in Malta

* Mr. Chamberlain said he did not think
the hon. member was fully acquainted with
the state of things. The language of the
Maltese was a kind of Arabic; it wasnot a
literary language, buta conversational lan-
guage, and the Italian language was almost
as foreign to them as Greek to the Irish. No
one had thought of interfering with the
Maltese 1<mcruaue But it was recognised that
the people ouorht to learn some forelgn lan-
guage. The Government had given a free
choice, and, until lately, 98 per cent. of the
parents of chlldren in the schools chose En-
glish. Even now, after great pressure had
been brought to bem 80 per cent. were in
favour of English. He honestly believed that
he was meeting the wishes of the people.

Mr. S. Buxton spoke in support of En-
glish as the Court language.

Mr. Labouchere moved a reduction of
the vote by £4,000. The Committee divided
on it ; when there were for the reduction 57,
aoalnst 1387.

THE CONSTITUTION OF MALTA.

Avgusr 17, 1901,

Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) asked the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies whether he was
aware that the petition from the elected
members of the Council of Government of
Malta to the House of Commons was present-
ed on the 13th inst., and that such petition
was notified in the usual manner in the official
report of the day’s proceedings on the follow-
ing day; whether he had since read the
petition;. and, whether, in view of the state
of affairs in Malta at present, he was pre-
pared to grant the commission prayed for.

Mr. Chamberlain (Birmingham, W.\—
The petition to which the hon. member refers

-has been, I understand, presented to the

House. I have not wyself seen it, but that
is of no consequence, because I am fully
acquainted with the arguments used by the

“elected members, all of which are printed in

the Blue-book which has been laid upon the
table. There is no necessity therefore for
any commission of inquiry into the circum-
stances. But I ought to add that under no
circumstances whatever would his Majesty’s
Government consent fo give greater power to
the so-called elected members who represent,
I believe, only something like 2 per cent., of
the population of Malta. In fact, havmg
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regard to the way in which the powers already
conferred upon them have been abused, it
may be a matter for subsequent consideration
whether we should not go back to the Con-
stitution of Malta as it existed before 1887,
and under which the Maltese enjoyed full
liberty and prosperity.

"THE MALTA BREAKWATER
” SCHEME.

Viscount Sidmouth asked the First Lord
of the Admiralty whether the scheme of a
breakwater on the Monarch Shoal near the
entrance of Malta Harbour, the subject of a
recent debate in the Council of Government
in that island, had been approved by his
Majesty’s Government and was intended to
be adopted ; whether a report of that delute
could be laid upon the table; and whether
the improvement of the quarantine harbour
for the accommodation of shipping was in
contemplation.

The Earl of Selborne said the Govern-
ment had decided that the large requirements
of the Fleet at Malta necessitated the con-
struction of a breakwater on the Monarch
Shoal, which should not only provide the
accommodation which the Fleet now required
but should render Malta safe from attack by
torpedo-boats. One million sterling was the
estimated total cost, and that sum was pro-
vided for in the Nuval Works Loan Bill which
was now before the House of Commons. If
the House of f‘ommons were prepared to
vote the money the hreakwater would be cons-
tructed.  As regurded the quarantine harbour
he was aware of its potential value, but the
Government did not consider that it was ne-
cessary at the present time to propose any
works in connection with that harbour from
that particular point of view. He was not
aware that the Colonial Government had any
scheme in contemplation in that respect. As
regrarded the debate referred to, the Admi-
ralty had not a report of what took place, nor
had the Colonial Office.

MALTA AND THE ITALIANS.

“KEgypriaN GAZETTE.”

If the almost hysterical interest manifested
at the present moment by a portion of the
Italian Press in Maltese affairs were a soli-
tary instance, we might well be surprised at
guch far-reaching and impertinent activity ;
but Multa is by no means the first field in

which the Irredentist party has intrigued to
win over to Italy adjacent territories.

the society calling itself the Dante Alichie)
which is carrying out the same policy in fr
ing to replace national dialects by the Itali
language ; their real object being, not edue
tional, butb political. It aims apparéntl
the re-establishment of the Romai
Albania and Candia would appe:
outside any boundaries which ~

manship would really claim for anextended
map of Italy, yet Italian schools have “been -
established in both places to give the native
populations gratuitous instruction in’ Italian, -

but neither of these peoples-would ever con-
sent to annexation to Italy or to any other
European Government, with the exception of
Candia, which naturally desires to be joined
to-Greece. The presentagitation in Malta is

evidently connected with the action of the .

Societd Dante Alighieri, and for that reason
attracts the sympathy of the generality of
Italinns ; but the Gazzetta di Venezin (23rd
August 1901), in criticising the allusion to
Malta in Signor Boselli’s (Deputy for Savona)
spei ch on Venice, justly remarks “We are
persuaded that all the speechifying.on this
question, which will doubtless still continue
for some time, is most prejudicial to the
Maltese themselves, and what is more, may
create for us misunderstandings and diffi-
culties with our friends beyond the Channel,
thusplaying the gameof our unfriendly neigh-
bours on the other side of the Alps . We
must not forget that the Maltese question is
a purely local one, asthe inhabitants of
that island have not the most distant leaning
towards Irredentism.” It is notorious that
similar agitation is now, or has been lately,
going on in Switzerland, in the Canton of
Ticino and in Austria, in Trent, Trieste, and
Dalmatia. The present agitation in Malta may
reasonably be imputed to the Societd Ddnte
Alighieri and is evidently political, an attempt
to prepare the island for cession by England
to Italy, trusting to the precedent of the
Tonian Islands. Nothing could be more pre-
judicial to the interests of the Maltese people,
who are dependent upon the large sums re-
mitted by the English Government for the
maintenance of the mi’itaiy and naval forces
in Malta, a sum approaching one million and
a half sterling a year, distributed among a
population of only 180,000 souls. Besides this,
the British Government is now contemplating
the expenditure of more than another million
for the extraordinary expenses of a -break-
water and other works. The island also profits
by the large sums spent by the military and

‘naval officers, their families, the residen
Eu glish colony, and winter visitors, -

The
Italia Trredenta party is now represented by 7 -
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For an unbiassed and clear statement of
the Maltese cuestion we refer our readers to
Mr. Eltzbacher’s excellent article in the
Contemporury Review for August. The writer
deals with facts and not sentiments, and by
means of simple statistics demolishes the
ahsurdly violent accusations brought against
the British Government by the small cligue
of pro-Italian Maltese intriguers, accusations

"~ which he summarises as follows :

1. That the English language is brutally
forced upon an unwilling population.

2. That the Maltese are impoverished and
ground down with exorbitant taxation.

The statistics quoted by Mr. Eltzbacher
shew that in 1900, 99°/ of the population of
Malta and 97°/, of that of Gozo elected to
learn English in the higher classes of the vo-
luntary elementary schools, in which it is left

. wholly to the option of the parents whether
‘Italian or English shall be taught to their
“children. An overwhelming majority of these
childrven speak nothing but Maltese, a dialect
of Arabie, in which a few Greek and Italian
words may be found. Mr. Eltzbacher writes—
The vast majority of the inhabitants of Malta,
180,000 in number, speak Maltese,and Maltese
only. The group second in numerical strength
is the English eommunity, composed of the
personnel of the garrison, the fleet and the
- civilian English residents, numbering wmure
“than 25,0003 the Italians and the Italian-
speaking Maltese number only about 5,000
and have, so far, imposed their language
upon 180,000 Maltese and 25,000 Englishmen.
How very small the number of the Italian-
. speaking Maltese is may be seen from the
- fact that their exceedingly well-written organ,
the Gazzetta di Malta, which is probably read
by every pro-Italian Maltese as a patriotic
duty, has a circulation of 750 copies accord-
ing official statistics. From private enquiries,
however, it would appear that this figure is
far too high and that in reality the circula-
tion of the organ of anti-British Propaganda
does not even reach 300 copies!! It cannot
.be considered a hardship for the very small
- Italian-speaking minority who may at present
be only slightly acquainted with English, to
7 be told that in fifteen years’ time they will
) have to speek the language of the ruling
- Power, which ought to have been made. the
- official language of the country from the
. beginning.

Dealing with the second charge,— un-
just and exorbitant expenditure,—Mr. Eliz-
bacher, besides calling attention to the pros-
perity of the island, shown in so many
striking ways, points out that of the total
yearly revenue, which in 1899 amounted to
£354,265, £262,000 is applied to charitable

institutions, public works, police, -schools,
post-office, public health, ete. ete. The Impe- .
rial Government contributes £42,000 per
annum to the Malta Militia, ‘towards which
the island only pays £5,000. Our last
quotation from Mr. Eltzbacher is perhaps the.
most striking and worthy of the italics Nin:
which he prints the words—“There are no
tawes whatever in Malta.” 1t is difficult to
suppose that the noisy minority, encom'age'g :
by the Italian press, will succeed in forming
a party influential enough to cause serious
trouble. They may find sentimentalists in -

~ Ttaly, or even in England, foolish enough  to

espouse their cause ; but that the bulk of the
Maltese should desire to incur the obvious
economical disadvantages of a union with:
Ttaly seems out of the question. Were Eng=
land by any possibility to consent to the
cession of the island, the consequences would:
be most disastrous to the Maltese. Under the
English Government the population has
immensely increased while the island only
produces three months’ supply of food; the
balance has to be provided by the gold and .
silver annually remitted from England for the
use of the garrison, and without this the-
people would starve. The Maltese labourers

have only to compare their own condition

with that of the agricultural population -of

Sieily, which is steeped in the deepest misery

and lawlessness. _ s

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN
MALTA. :

«“Carnoric Times,” 21st OcToBER, 1901,

e

From information which reaches me I
learn that the agitation with regard to the
language question in Malta continues, and
very angry speeches are delivered'at public

meetings.

'MALTA LANGUAGE QUESTION

“TrLrerarH,” 21st Ocroper, 1901,

According to private news received here,
the question of the ofticial language of Malta
is about to be satisfactorily solved. It appears
that the whole matter has been inflated by a
certain section of people merely to oppose
Mr. Chamberlain and the English Cabinet.
The Governor of Malta, itseems, has proposed
to maintain Italian as the official language it
the law courts, but to give the preference tc
English in the schools. The Maltese persis
in trying to have Italian supreme in. al



13
$Ye) e

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

departments, but it is foreseen that they will
meet the British Governor half-way, thus
ending an agitation which had found sympa-
thisers both in Ttaly and France.

“Trmes,” 27rn Avcusr. 1901,

We print elsewhere a short summary of
a rather lengthy document purporting .to be
addressed to the English nation by the people
of Multa. There is no need to recapitulate
here the history ot the facts which have led
to the language question in Malta; they have
already been fully set out and commented
upon in our columns, and this last manifesto
adds nothing to the arguments which may be
advanced on either side. Neverthelees this
appeal, as the manifesto is called, deserves
some attention, chiefly because it is not what
it purports to be. It is not the people, the
great bulk of the population, who are in any
way concerned in maintaining the use of
Italian as the only official language; the
retention of Italian alfects only those who
gpeak it—a limited upper class which hardly
count in their number a tenth part of the
inhabitants of the island. The real language
of the people of Malta is, as every one knows,
a mixed patois which has almost as little
affinity with Ttalian as it has with English;
and in the case of the great majority of the
people it is the only language that they can
speak. Some official language was necessary,
and hitherto that official language has been
Ttalian. Tt is unnecessary to restate the
reasons which have led to the decision to
substitute English for Italian, but not the
least cogent of them is the fact that the trend
of Maltese education is in the direction of the
English language and not the Ttalian. In
choosing what foreign language their children
shall learn in the elementary schools the
Maltese parents have been almost unanimons
in showing a preference for English. The
broad facts of the case may, then, be summed
up thus :—Malta has a population of which
some nine-tenths speak the island patois and
are rapidly learning English by their own
desire, and one-tenth speaks Italian and suffi-
cient of the patois to influence the other
portion; which, then, would be the best
language for the official use of the ruling class?
The answer is pretty clear. It would immensely
benefit the most numerous, and at present
chiefly uneducated, class of the community to
have English as the official tongue ; while the

loss of Ttalian must prejudice the peculiar

position which is at present enjoyed by the
very small educated minority.

Naturally the class which lays claim to
social superiority in Malta could hardly be

expected not to resent a reform—tor it is-a
reform, and a very beneficial reform for the
population at large—which must roh them of
one of the chief factors in their ascendency
over their fellow-countrymen. They have
resented it, and the appeal which they kindly
put into the mouths of their illiterate fellow-
countryvimen who do not speak Ttalian, and,
apparently, do not wish to speak it, is the very
natural outcome of this resentment. Whether
they do well to be angry or not is quite
another question ; but they are angry with a
recklessness which borders somewhat upon
the ridieculous. They have gone back to ancient
history for reproaches to cast against this
country. What is Eingland, they ask, that she
should play the tyrant ? She never con-
quered Malta, with its ¢ unfortunate bub
invineible population,” as one writer calls
them ; she is merely there by invitation ; one
wonders that they donot say “‘on sufferance”
as well,  Another indignant supporter of the
Italian language, who says that the Maltese
have been drained dry for the sole benefit of
Mr. Chamberlain, rejoices most uneivilly be-
cause he thinks that the agitation in which
he is taking part “will be a well-directed
blow to the lean and malicious fox.” Other
compliments, not less picturesque or more
courteous, are levelled at the Governor of
laMa; but Governors and Colonial Secretaries
are the natural targets for such shafts. Per-
haps the happiest expression of all is that of a
parish priest, who exclaims that the question
of the language is one of life or death to the
country, and that the Maltese who do not
oppuse the English language will be “the real
assassing of their descendants.”

It is not a little curious that the parish
priest should play so prominent a part in this
movewment. The greater part of the letters
which are published in this appeal, declaring
the writers” adherence to the objects of the
agitation, are signed by the clergy, though
there is no obvious reason why the clerical
interests should be affected more than any
other. It is possible, however, that by going
alittle way back in the recent history of Malta
one may find an explanation, not only of the
intrusion of the priesthood, but also of the
passion which has been imported into the
guestion. TIn the summer of 1896 Malta was
a prey to an agitation similar to the one which
is provoking so many bombastic speeches and
shedding so much ink to-day. Then, as now,
the population held its mass meetings and
passed heated resolutions commanding this
country to surrender instantly to the Maltese
will Then it was the vexed question of mixed
marriages which disturbed our friendly rela-
tions. Of the merits of that question, or rather

.
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of the Maltese view of it, there is no reason
to speak now. It is sufficient to say that the
final decision of the British Government was
considered at the time a grievance, not ouly
by the Maltese clergy, but also by the Holy
See. There are some injuries which the
clerical mind seems incapable of forgetting
or forgiving, and, though one is unwilling to
use the word rancour, it is the only one which
fully expresses the sentiments entertained in
clerical quarters towards the Colonial Office
in this country. The Colonial Office was

-

forced, not only by counsels of expediency, -

but even by the exigencies of the case, to run
counter to the law as it was laid down in
Rome, and has consequently incurred an en-
mity which is untiring, though it may not be
formidable. To this feeling must undoubtedly,
we fear, be added the general hostility to-
wards this country exhibited in the pages of
the Vatican Press during the early days of
the War in South Africa, and it is more than
probable that we shall then have found an
explanation of the clerical fire which is now
helping to warm Maltese enthusiasm over the
language question.

MALTESE GRIEVANCES.

“Review or Reviews.”

Mr. O. Eltzbacher writes an article upon
“Maltese Grievances,” which may be sum-
med up in one line—that there are none. He
maintains that the agitation against our
recent Colonial Office policy in Malta is énti-
rely due to a small fraction of Italians who
are in no sense representative of the majority
of the population. Some of his figures are
very remarkable. He says,out of a population
of 205,000, the Italian-speaking Maltese only
number 5,000, There are 25,000 English
residents, and 180,000 Maltese who speak
Maltese, which is more like Arabic than Ita-
lian. The difference between Maltese and
Ttalian he illustrates by putting side by side
the two first clauses of the Lord’s Prayer in
the two languages : — :

Trarian. Mavress.
9. Padre nostro, che 9. Missierna 11 inti
sei ne’ cieli sia suntificato  fiis-smeuiet,  Jitkaddes

ismec.

10, Tigi saltnatee Ieun
11 trid int, chif fis-sema
hecda flart

He says that there are no direct taxes in
Malta, and that of indirect taxes the Maltese
only pay 10s. a year per head, and all the
money 1s spent on the local administration.
The Maltese are very prosperous, and from a

it tuo Nome.

10. IltuoRegno venga.
Ta tua volontd sia fatta
in terra come in cielo.

million to a millionand a half of meney every

year is spent in the island by the English.
“To withdraw from Malta would mean the
immediate impoverishment of the island and
the rapid emigration of the majority of its
congested population.” But why discuss this
question? Apart from Imperial necessity,
which could compel us to remain in Malta,
we are certainly not going to withdraw from
any place where a plebiscite of the population
would ask us to remain, and if Mr.
Tltzbatcher be correct, the continuance of the
British Government in Malta would be voted
by a majority of at least nine to one.

THE MALTESE QUESTIONS.

“Morning Posr,” Avc. 19, 1901,

Twice in the House of Commons on Sat-
urday Mr. Chamberlain had to explain that
the lawlessness of an insignificant portion of
the population of Malta could not be allowed
to have its own way. In both cases the in-
terlocutor was Mr. Boland, who was singu-
larly persistent. It appears that a petition
has been presented by certain elected mem-
bers of the Council of Government, of Malta
in regard to the future use of the English
language in the island, and to the refusal of
the elected members to vote the necessary
financial supplies until this regulation has
been withdrawn. It is well that the matter
should be properly understood in this country
and in order that this may be the case it is
necessary to start about a century ago. It
was in 1798, just before the battle of the
Nile, and just after the British navy had
reentered the Mediterranean, that Malta was
pusillan'mously surrendered to the French
under an agreement in which, no one doubts,
the degenerate Knights Hospitallers found
their own reward. The Maltese objected to
this agreement, however, and with a British
squadron in command of the sea, the French
garrison, which had no chance of succour,
surrendered in 1800. ' Great Britain has held
the island—or group of islands — ever since,
and the possession was secured to her by the
Treaty of Paris in 1814. Probably no other
Power would have retained a Crown Colony
for more than a century without insisting on
the use of its own language in legal proceed-
ings  Great Britain has been far too lenient
in this respect and has tolerated the employ-
ment of a language which is not only not its
own, but is not even that of the majority of
the inhabitants of the islands. There are
some families of a certain social standing
who took refuge in the island from various
parts of Southern Europe, and who in their
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social intercourse ordinarily talk Italian. Tt
is not too much to say that they can all speak
English. and that they do speak Inglish
when they are brought into contact with
Englishmen. The working classes are of
Carthaginian stock with an admixture of the
various races by which Malta has been ac-
quired time after time. Pheenicia and Greece,
Rome and Byzantium have alike contributed
to the fusion of race: so have the Saracens
and Sicily, and the Empire by which it was
granted to the Knights of St. John. The
native language is mainly & perverted Arabic
with a certain admixture of Phewnician and
other words—or rather words derived from
Pheenician and other roots. About 20 per
cent. of it is Italian. The probability is that
the average Maltese boatman who plies
across the Grand Harbour can talk a certuin
amount of a dialect which passes for Italian,
but this is unknown among the tillers of the
soil. In a word, Italian is in no sense the
language of the people. It is the lavgnage of
an exotic few; but it has hitierto been the
language of the courts. Several unpleasant
incidents occured in consequence of English-
men not being able to comprehend legal
procedure, and the matter culminated in
1898, when Colonel Hewson was committed
for contempt of court because he refused to
sign a deposition drawn up in a language he
did not understand. The result was that the
British Government was compelled to inter-
vene, and to decree that a time should be
fixed when the lunguage of a small clique
would cease to be the Janguage of the courts,
and when it would be necessary to use En-
glish. Fifteen years from the 22nd of March,
1899, was the time fixed, and one might have
thought that it allowed a liberal margin. It
is noticeable, moreover, that parents in the
Maltese islands, whose children are originally
taught in the vernacular, almost invariably
choose English and not Italian as the second
language those children have to learn. The
small clique appealed to the ignorance and
bigotry of the few voters, however, and per-
suaded them that the religions faith of the
people was in danger of attack. Of course,
there was no justification for such a state-
ment, but it served its purpose. Then came
the refusal of the elected members of the
council to vote supplies, followed by the ne-
cessary Order in Council that taxation to
meet certain urgent and necessary public im-
Provements is to be enforced. Many pro-
posals have been suggested, but the welfare
of the community cannot be allowed to suf-
fer in order that a few people who prefer to
speak Italian in their home life instead of
English should be permitted to sulk. The |
worst charge that can be brought against |

(Great Britain in the matter is that it did
not insist fifty years ago that English should
be the official langnage of the islands, and
the only result of a fictitious agitation will
be to hasten the day when it will become so.

LANGUAGE QUESTION IN
MALTA.

« Npw York Tmes,” 25vu Aveust, 1901,

To what extent the feeling of the Italian-
speaking inhabitants of Malta has been arou-
sed by the attempt of the British Govern-
ment to make English the official language of
the island may be gathered fromthe following
extract translated from Il Patriota Demo-
cratico ot Valetta: ¢ The foreigner, with a
hypoerisy quite diabolieal, tries to make us
pass for so many idiots in saying that the
substitution of English for the Italian lan-
guage will bind closer the ties between
English and Maltese. No, it is not true, and,
‘moreover, it is impossible. The English and
the Maltese can never understand each other,
owing to differences of race, religion, of cus-
toms.”

The practical pros and cons of the ques-
tion have just been made public by the
publication of a Government Blue ;3001{
covering the period of dispute from May 28,
1898, until June 30 of the present year. It
seems that before the establishment of the
present public school system the TItalian
language, being used in the clerical schools,
became the officinl language of the civil
Government of the island and the badge
of superior social station: The Maltese lan-
guage, in the natural course of things, became
filled with Ttalian words through sheer
necessity. This point is brought out in a
communication from the Maltese Council of

Government sent to the British Colonial
Office:
“The Maltese dialect, after a slow

evolution of nine centuries, is now so full of
Ttalian words that it is easy to teach our
children the Italian tongue, and so to bring
within reach of the people the benefits of the
latestscienceand noblest literature. If English
is substituted, education will suffer, as it is
much more difficult for the Maltese to learn
English than Italian: indeed, all those classes
that necessarily stop their literary education
at a very early period will learn very little or
nothing.”

- With the establishment of the public
school system Ttalian aud Euglish became
option:l, with the result that in 1898, 1899,
1999 97,8, 98,6, and 49,4 of the parents chose
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{ English, and congequently many students | no tax, - direct or “indirect, on property or
{ insisted as British subjects on being heard | income, and that the poorer classes contribu-
X& in the English language before. the Council | ted very much more than their fair share to
"<§ or in the Courts. Inevery case they were |- the revenue, which is chiefly rai-ed from duties
] condemned for contempt. In February, 1898, |. on imports. -Bread, for instance, is the staple
I Qolonel J. L. Hewson, an officer in the Army article of diet of the masses, and wheat is
Pay Department at Malta, was committed by | subject to a duty of 10s. per quarter. Mem-
2 Maltese court of law for contempt of court Jbers of the moneyed and propertied classes
because he refused to sign 2 deposition in.a told me frankly that they were opposed to
language with which he was unacquainted. general introduction of English among the
Legislative action was accordingly taken by | people, as they would agitate for a revision of .
an order in Council of March 7, 1899, for the | taxation if they could read English newspapers.
purpose of removing the injustice of a British |- The Church also objected, as it owned -about -
subject unfamiliar with Italian <being tried |.one third of the property (untaxed) in the ..
by a court in a British colony in a language 1 island, and on the turther ground that if the =
which he could not understand,” and of..af- | people became Anglicised the powecr of the
fording: him certain facilities for the conduct .»px'iesthqod might be lessened. Most of the
of civil proceedings in the English Janguage. ¢ivil servants.and the entire legal and medical
'fhe Blue Book in question shows that, | professions were also averse from the spread
having failed in their efforts to force'the of English, as they were. afraid that candi-

Ttalian language on the majority, the oppo- ' dates from this country might compete for

nents of free choice next announced as their aappoinhnentsa,nd practice. So strong was

policy the’ refusal of all taxation and public | the feeling on the subject that a distinguish-

" _improvements il they had secured their | ed Maltese judge, o1 being asked if he would

ends. To meet this contingency the Govern: | become & member of a proposed Civil Service
-ment advised his Majesty to pass by orderin Club,replied:‘ <Only if English is forbidden
Council the legislation required for dealing. | to.be spoken in it’.” ’ ;
with the question. TeNoRANCE AND CREDULITY.

ST e — B A «The classes were. thus opposed to the
: T : AT | only measure that could lead to the ameliora- ;
- THE .}lA’LTES’E AGITATION. '| tion of the lot of the common people, or by =
* | which the not far .distant problem of over-. L
population in Malta could be solved satisfac-
torily. The Maltese masses are ignorant and
_ ; credulous to an almost inconceivakle degree
the 5th inst., on Maltese malcontents,: and if an agitator layman or cleric, startsa
Wellwisher to Malta,” who was upwards lie about 2 Government proposal, however
three years there as all officer and took.-an beneficent its effects might be if carried into
interest. in the affairs of the island, writes force, they believe it and agitate against the
as follows: : . 7| measure. Commissioner Rowsell’s report (1876
.. “Perhaps you ¥ i1l kindly allow me, one T think) furnishes a very good illustration of
of the Chief Secretary’s (Sir Gerald Strick- | how easily the Maltese people can be influen-
land) ancient official antagonists to say that: | ced against their own interests Mr. Rowsell
e is an exceedingly able, upright, and~ens ~proposed to reduce the duty on wheat from10s. -
lightened public servant, and is devoted heart’ | to 5s..per quarter in ordex to lower the price
and soul to the interests of the island. He | of bread. Agitators incited the people to -
is disliked by certain classes because he stands | resist the proposal, riots ensued, and the
for progress and purity in the public service, | measure had to be abandoned. I asked one
_while they desire the old order to remain. 1 | of the gentlemen who led in that agitation to.
think what follows may throw a light on the | tell me the arguments by which he had
motives of those who are engineering. thie’ “induced the people to oppose what was ob-
oresent agitation. Before T was many weeks | viously for their own good. He replied in . .
in Malta 1t was borne:in on me that there | effect that he told them, ‘If the duty was
‘must have been some influence adverse to the | reduced the price of wheat would goupin
English Jangnage at work to account for the | much greater proportion, and that once the
slight; progress Tt had made among the people | cost of that article was raised it never fall
though we had been in occupation of the | again’ and much more in-the same strain’
ssland. for-nearly a century.. To- gratify my The incident shows how easily the loy s
curiosity I devoted & good deal of my leisure, “classes in Malta can be inisled, and the W
~time torthe wore of finding- out what the | is we can never place a matter in itsdE
- sinfluence was. 1 asce1°t-ain§3d that there was | light before ithem “a8 e

«MorNinG Post,” DECEMBER 9,:1901."

" With reference to our leading articl

we do nop know the
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anguage and they do not understand ours.
The most serious question that await the Ad-
ministration in Malta is that of over-popula-
tion. The inhabitants now number about one
hundred and eighty thousand, and they are
increasing at the rate of over two thousand
per annum. The entirve resources ot the island
—agriculture, trade, shipping, &e.——cannot
support more than one hundred and twenty-
five thousand of these. The balance derive
their living, either divectly or indirectly,
from the expenditure on the fleet, dockyard,
troops, and naval military works. Itisobvious
that a time is approaching when the works
will be completed, and the only outlay on
them will be for repairs. There will then be
a considerable reduction in the wages bill.
‘With an ever-increasing population, resources
incapable of expansion, and a decrease in the
amount paid in wages, thousands will be in
a condition of destitution if precautionary
measures are not taken in time.  The natural
outlet for the surplus would be by way of
emigration, but there is no hope of success
for Maltese immigrants in Uritish colonies
unless they have a fair knowledge of the
language spoken in them. No more than five
per cent., of the inhabitants, however, under-
stand English sufficiently to make themselves
understood in it, and these are not the people
who would emigrate, as their knowledge of
our language enables them to find employ-
ment at home. The need for action is there-
fore pressing. Some of those with whom I
discussed the question told me that there was
room for the surplus in Tunis, Tripoli, and
other places on the North African border. 1
took some trouble to test the truth of this
statement, and the replies to my inquiries led
me to the conclusion that the localities referred
to have received as many Maltese immigrants
as they can absorb. Even if it were not so,
however, it would be pure waste of splendid
material to allow such good workmen and
clever artisans, as so many of them arve, to
drift to foreign countries when our own colo-
nies require them.”
ToE Excrisa Laxeuacr WaNTED.

“They only need a knowledge of the En-
glish language and some instruction in tech-
nical schools relatives to the new conditions
under which they would have to work to enable
them to take their places in any colony on
equal terms with the best class of immigrants
from other countries, With regard to Italian
it is merely the language of a clique, and is
as little understood by the lower clusses as
English is.  Its retention is defended by
those who think that their private interests
would suffer if any improvement was made in
in the status of the poor. The irony of the

situation is that by misrepresentation agita-
tors are able to induce these very people to
resist everything in the way of legislation
that would benefit them. More than one rich
man in Malta said to me: ‘God made the
masses as they are; if He had intended them
to he better oft He would not have made them
so, and why should we interfere with His
desions?’ Tt is only fair to say that I found
the better class Maltese most courteous in
argument, and their most strenuous agitator
was one of the most reasonable men I ever
mot.  Their retrograde ideas and prejudices
are the outcome of theilr insular position,
but T doubt if they are one whit more back-
ward in this respect than were many of the
corrosponding class in this country half o
century azo, and the fault does not rest alto-
gether with them. The lower classes are
orderly and well behaved, and I always found
that they responded with interest to a smile
and a kind word. We completely misunder-
stand each other’s motives, and this will con-
tinue till we can interchange ideas in a lan-
guage common to both. When that time
comes the agitator’s business will have ceased
to pay.”

MALTA AND LIBERTY OF LANGUAGE.

“Taprer”’ 28th DrceMber

We drew attention a few weeks ago to the
results of the recent census in Malta, and to
the flood of light which it shed upon the
thoroughly artiticial nature of the language
agitation in the island. The bottom facts of
the situation are these—that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people speak Maltese as
their mother tongue; that Maltese is a cor-
rupt from the Arabic, and is probably the
nearest approach in the modern world to the
language of the ancient Carthaginians; and
that about twelve per cent. of the islanders
tall Italian. To describe as national mo-
vement an agitation in favonr of retaining
Ttalian as an official language of the courts
and school iy certainly tolerably audacious.
'The unreasonableness of the agitation be-
comes even more apparent it we have regard
not merely to present facts but also to the
clearly marked trend of the language move-
ment in the island. If we exclude children
under five years the total population of the
island—that is born in Malta or of Maltese
parentage—is 157,747, Of these 21,027 speak
Ttalian and 18,922 speak English. If we
compare these figures with the corresponding
figures for 1891 we tind that the number of
Maltese who can speak Ttalian has inecreased
by 1C-1S per cent., while the number of those
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ff who can speak English has increased in the
i same period by no less than 3909 per cent.
i If we extend our inquiry so as to_ascertain
% which of these two foreign lanwuages is pre=
! dominantly spoken, not merely by the native
population but by the residents in the island,
we find that Whﬂe 22,954 persons speak Tta.
lian, more than twme the number—438,210—
speak English. These figures na,tura.lly in-
clude the naval and military establishments
of the island. That under these circumstanges
the British Government should have decided
to put an end to the compulsory teaching of
Italian in the schools whether primary or
secondary, was almost inevitable. Mr. Cham-
berlain’s justification is written large across
the pages of the census returns.
- There is nothing arbitrary about the new
scholastic regulations.
for the hberty of the Maltese parent fo
choose for his children Italian or English as
a secondary language. Until recently the
unfortuuate Maltese children were forced to
know, ar attempt to know, three languages—
their own, Italian and English. In future

they will be taught exclusively in Maltese

for the first two years, and then at the option
of their parents either. Italian or ¥nglish.

The group of agitators who want to force
Ttalian upon the Maltese against their will
are straining every nerve, and even refusing:

supplies, to get rid of this unwelcome liberty.

for the parent. Their apprehension that the
Maltese parents if left to themselves will
prefer English to Italian is born out by the
school statistics of the past year, wh1chkshow‘
that nearly 99 per cent, have decided..in
favour of English. Happily this movement
of emancipation from the tyranny of Italian
has been carried further, and Article 4 of
the last Maltese Government Gazette is hailed
by all enlightened friends of education as
the Magna Charta of the secondary schools
of Malta. “The parents or guardians of any
student who is a candidate for admission to
the Lyceum or University shall have the
option of determining whether that student
shall be examined in English or in Italian,
or in both English and Italian, and no
student shall be d1squal1ﬁed from obtammg
any scholastic or university preferment or
degree, or from obtaining admission to the
Un1ver31ty or Lyceum, or promotion from a
lower to a highers class therein if he satisfies
the examiners in either English or Italian.”
That sentence sets the people of Malta free
from the bondage of Italian, and gives them
liberty of choice. A later local regulation pro-
vides that in the event of students of the
University presenting themselves for examin-
ation in both lanzuages—IHnglish and Ttalian
~they shall receive “marks only for the lan-

They simply stapd

~the courts will have become self-evident,

‘ Gumae in thh they acquit themselves best.

The object of this ruleisto strike at the old bad
tradition,and toavoid fx,llappezu ance of encour-
agement to the former paripassu system, which
cousisted of an endeavour to teach the children
concurrently two fereign languages, Italian
and English, even though it was admittedly
1mposs1ble to use as a medium of instruction
the only language they really understood, viz.,
Maltese. This ridiculous system has been the
carse of education in Malta ever since it was
introduced. In the secondary schools nothing
but a miserable smattering of the two alien
languages was ever acquired, except by a few
industiious genuises, while in the. primary
schools, as might be expected, the children
left school knowma as much Maltese as they
took with them, and particularly nothing else.
It cannot be too clearly understood that the

- agitation against the abolition of the com-

pulsory part passu system is in no sense a
popular movement. Why should the people
object to a regulation which lets parents

" decide for themselves whether their children

shall be taught English or Italian or both ?
The Italian section of the Maltese population
is strongly represented among the most arti-

" culate classes, and possesses almost' a mono-
' poly of the Press and the Bar of the island,
: and hence the outery. The Maltese majority.
 is 1ot likely to complain of legislation which
~gives them nothing but educational freedom.

In all the essentials we believe the policy
initiated by Mr. Chamberlain and Sir Gerald
Strickland to be not only just, but beneficial
to the highest interests of the island. Writing
on the question last August we took excep— '
tion to the announcement that fifteen years
hence English would be made the la,ngua,ge
of the courts. This seemed to us a gratuituos
and needless provocation. “Why”, we asked
“proclaim that Italian will be suppressed at
the end of fifteen years when you cannot have
the slightest idea what will be the relative
p031txons of the two languages when the period
arrives? That there should be liberty to use
either English or Ttalian, just as there is
liberty to use French or English in Canada,
and Dutch or English at the Cape, is reason-
able; but this threat to suppress the use .of
Italian half a generation hence is to court
the waximum of resistance for the minimum
of good”. The justice of this criticism has
so far been recognised that the Colonial Se-
cretary has intimated his readiness to extend
the time limit for Italian to twenty years for
the convenience of advocates, notaries, and so-
licitors now carrying on their work in Italian.
‘We venture to say that, if the new educational
rules are adhered to, long before twenty years

are over the necessity for allowing Englishin
To
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announce changes which are mnot to- come
into force for another generation was, how-
. ever, surely unnecessary. On other points Mr:
Chamberlain must be given credit for having
done all that was possible to conciliate opinion

and to smooth over racial prejudices. He hag'

_anticipated the objection that his real object

in encouraging the English language in
Malta was to provide lucrative posts for Eng-.

lish immigrants, who would thus take the
bread out of the mouths of the Maltese, by
- gtating in “The Gazeste” that no person will
be eligible for a judicial or magisterial post
in the island who is not a graduate of the
University of Malta. Mr. Chamberlain has
also been well and wisely advised in deciding
that the theological course should be unchang-
ed and given as before in either Latin or

Italian. In our judgment the recent action |

of the Home Government has been in the best
interests of the overwhelming majority of the
people of Malta. :

MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S SPEECH
. AT THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

“Trmes,” Tuespay, JaNvary 281w,

8.30. On the return of the Speaker after

ke

the usual interval.
Mr. Boland (Kerry, S.) rose to move as an
amendment to the address :— “But we humbly

represent to your Majesty that the people of

Malta have been restrained from exercising:
the right-to hold public meetings,in which the
proposed substitution of English for the Ita-
lian language in the law Courts after a speci-

fied term of years und the increase of taxation’

were to be discussed ; and represent to your

Majesty that the abrogation of the aforesaid
ordinance and the restoration of complete:
~ civic rights are essential to the re-establish="

ment of the peaceful conditions formerly ex-

ions.” In.fs:ﬁ?port of his amendment the hon:
member, with'said he spent a few weeks in

also of that of the Under-Secretary for the
Colonies in refusing to listen to a deputation
from the elected council, this, he submitted,
congtituting ‘a new feature in the Maltese

_gious aspect of this question, it was a serious
matter that the Maltese clergy should now

s

Jputting: forward.

- against the substitution of English for Italian, ;
-which was said to beindispensable to the peo-

" ple and was bound up with the social and in-

- dividual interests of the Maltese. It was said

préfessional advantage.
~tution of English for Italian in the Courts

~ the children be taught English as an extra ’
~décomplishment, but do not drive Ttalian out,

isting in that portion of your Majesty’sdomi-.

the island about two years ago and had since’
‘béen'in’ communication with friends there; |
complained of the action of the Executive in-
recently proclaiming a public meeting, and | the council. In no part of the British Empire ¢
~was there a state of things comparable to '
. this. Since last July the situation had gone !
. It was a serious develop- -
¢ | ment that the Archbishop and clergy had

“language question. With regard to the reli- | be
_disregard of the wishes of the people. In a
~despatch of last J uly the Co'onial Secretary
h?Ne come forward to urge claims which
hitherto thiey had not been very prominent in

“from bad to worse.

o,

that the people themselves had elected for the

' English language; but his contention was

that a fair choice had not been offered to the
people of Malta. The language ordinance
was brought forward in 1899, stating that
at the end of 15 years the English lan-

- guage was to be substituted for Italian in
“the Courts of law. The passing of that ordi-

nance was in itself a coercive measure, which

- had a reflex action on the minds of parents
. who were asked to choose between two lan-
. guages.
‘who wanted Ttalian were only the lawyers

It was not fair to say that those

and others to whom the language was of
Behind the substi-

of law the people of Malta were necessarily
faced with the prospect that in the Courts
Enolish barristers and others speaking En-
glish would inevitably have an effect on the

judicial system of their country. Canon law

was the foundation of the law system in
Maltr; butin the future, if the ordinance
was persisted with, a demand would arise
ffom this country that the system of English
taw should be substituted for the ¢anon law.

to them was economic 2s well as sentimen,taij

tained as the language of the country. Let:

- The national sentiment in Malta had been
~growing the more the Government had been
frying to substitute the English language.
 Every member of the council was returned
‘on the understanding that he would support
“the keeping up of the Italian language; and

three Orders in Conncil had now been passed
against the wishes of the elected members of ;

R gy

been forced into the controversy by the

commented on the fact that the Archbishop
and the majority of the clergy did not sup-

i | port the agitation ; but now they had been
9,0. ‘He “juoted a petition to the King |

compelled to make their voices heard. The

- Phe-Maltese people had always been loyal to -
‘the English Crown, and he maintained that .
“the Maltese people had a right to maintain !
‘their own language. The necessity of Italian |

!

Malta was quite close to Ttaly ; it carried on .
‘a trade with wicily, Greece, and Tunis; and
for the commercial advantages of Malta it/
~'was necessary that Italian should be main-:
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last thing to attempt to day in any part of
the British Empire wus to introduce o spark
of religious animosity. He feared that this
last ordinance showed a disposition to Angli-
cize the Maltese, who could never be English-
men on the ordinary lines. They should be
allowed to continue in their own national
ways ;3 and any attempt in the contrary di-
rection would be not only a failure but a
lasting stain on the colonial history of Ing-
land. (Hear, hear.) He begoed to move.
Captain Donelan seconded the amendment.
Mr. Boscawen (Kent, Tunbridge Wells)
said that he was, perhaps, the only member
of the House who had lately speut a consi-
derable time in Malta. At the beginning of
the present war he was quartered there for
nearly a year, and the political situation in
the island interested him keenly. He had
been rather amused to see the attempt at agit-
ation made by a small oligarchy comparable
to the Nationalistagitation in Ireland, or the
Boer oligarchy in the Transvaal. (Laughter.)
The hon. member, in a most temperate speech,
had tried to prove that the most deplorable
effort was being made to suppressthe language
of the Maltese. That was absolutely incorrect
» (Cheers.) The only language which had been
affected at all was not the language of the
Maltese people. The Italian ]fmou.wo was
no more the language of the Maltese than
the Ivish language was of the Irish members.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Boland said that he knew that the
ordinary language of the Maltese was the
Maltese dlaleet Dbut Ttalian was the literary
language of the country, and as such it was
certainly in a better position than the Eng-
lish langunage at the present day. '

Mr. Boscawen said that the Italian lan-
guage was spoken by a close corporation,
prineipally of lawyers who were anxious that
the English language should not be intro-
duced lest English Darristers should go to
Malta and take the work of the Courts aw ay.
(Laughter.) Ttalian
language of the Island in any sense.

Mr. Boland.—Are there any newspapers.

published in Maltese ?

Mr. Boscawen said that certainly there
were; and when the agitators urged the
people of Malta to preserve the Ttalian lang
uage they addressed them in Maltese, for
the simple reason that the people who
attended the meetings, principally because
they regarded the meetings as a huge joke,
did not understand any language but Mal-
tese. (Laughter.) Tt was a grotesque per-
version to repr esent what had been done as
the suppression of a national language.
Certain classes had for generations affected
the Ttalian, which was the language employed

;allowed to choose whether
was not the htelmv,

in the Courts. This had led to a state of
things without parallel in any colony under
the sun. A short time ago a British subject
could be hailed before a Maltese Court and
tried in a language which he did not under-
stand without having any redress. A British
officer was actually committed for contempt

-of Court because he refused to sign a deposi-

tion in Italinn which he did not understand.
The attention of the Colonial Secretary
having been called to this, three principles
were laid down in regard to the language
question. Tt was enacted that, wherever a
Brivish subject was concerned the proceed ngs
should be eonducted in English or through
an interpreter. Often he had had to attend
Court in the cage of some of his men ; and
how could he have seen that justice was
being  done if the proceedings had been
conducted in o language which he did not
understand ? (Hear hear.)

9.30 Secondly, it was enancted by an Order
in Council that after 15 years English sbould
b(\ substituted for the Ttalian hno uage of the

law Courts. That was perfecﬂy nght and
proper. The opponents of this change were
a narrow clique of Italian lawyers, who were
afraid that they would no longer be able to
monopolize the business of the Courts. He
was not surprised at their tighting for their
rights, but they were not the people of Malta.
The methods of the small oligarchy who were
condueting this agitation were peculiar. They
cncul(lied the most extraordinary stories;
they said we were going to force the people
to learn Knglish in or der that we might press
their sons iuto going to the war in South Af-
trica, and in order that their women might
be forced out to South Afrien as washer-
women to the British Army. There had heen
no forcing whatever. Up to two years in the
schools only Maltese was taught, and through
the medium of Maltese other subjects were
taught. After two vears the parents were
their children
should learn Ttalian or English : and the re-
sult was that 82 per cent of the"parents had
chosen English, and only about 18 per cent.

had chosen Ttalian. It was perfectly clear that

when the 15 years had elapsed the great bulk
of the population would know Enghsh, and a
very small production of the population would
know Italian. The elected representatives of
the people of Malta had refused to carvy on
the governmnent, had refused supplies, and
had endeavoured to stop public improvements.
In consequence of their action the Colonial
Secretary and the Governor of Malta had
been obliged to fall back on the power which
belonged to the Constitution of Malta, as pas-
sed in 1887, to impose the necessary taxation
for these improvements, In view of the fact
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that Malta was a fortress and one of the keys
of the Empire we had given an unduly liberal
Constitution to Malta ; and they had made
very bad use of it. There was a population
of about 180,000 in Malta, but there were
only 10,000 electors, and at the last electinn
only a few hundreds of the electors took the
trouble to vote. Therefore this agitation
really represented the views of fewer people
than were actually in the British Army and
Navy who spent so much of their time at

Malta. In his opinion the Governor of Malta
and the Colonial Secretary had adopted the
only possible course open to them. For

these reasons he supported the poliey of his
right hon. friend, which was the ounly po'icy

which was caleulated both to defend the -

terests of the Empire and, in the long ruu,
really to benefit the Maltese people. (Cheers )

Sir F. Flannery (Yorkshire, Shipley) said
nothing could be in greater contrast to the
type ot oratory occasionally indulged in by
Lion. members on the benches opposite than
the literary words and the cultured and foli-
citous expressions of the hon. gentleman op-
po-ite. (hear, hear). DBut he had based his
statement on an entive misapprehension. The
fact was that never since the davs of the
Yoman Empive had the island of Malta been
any part of the Ttalinn Kingdow (hear, hear).
nor 1 any way associated with the Italian
people. The language which was spoken was
a bastard Arabic, which might be spoken of
as’a dialect, so limited was its currency anil
so few were the people who had any conne-
xion with it. He challenged the hon. mew-
ber to state one single reason, except those
of national feeling and sympathy, why TIta-
lian should be used aad English should not
be used.

Mr. Boland said Dialian had alwayvs been
the literary language in Malta until the En-
glish people took it under their protection.
He thought that in 1831 an ordinance which
was sent_out by the King was written in
Ttalian.

sir F. Flannery said they were dealing with
what was best f(n the people of Malta as part
of the Empire. Was there any reason why
it would benefit the people of Malta to have
Ttalian super mlpoxed on their own languave
instead of English? Not a single benefit
would he cont(xned OnN 4ny man, woman, or
child in Malta if the Ttalian language were
used in the Courts. The hon. gentleman had
nothing in support of the view but a general
feelmu of sympathy for those whom he con-
sidered oppressed, which distinguished all
Irishimen.  The Encglish Imgu‘lgv was the
predominant language of the world; It was
the mother tongue of some 70 millions of
people, and throughout the world it was the

means of communication most generally un-
derstood. It was far more useful to encour-
age the rising generation of Maltese in learn-
ing Finglish fhan Ttalian in addition to their
(mn >\1d])10

+. Buxton (Tower Hamlets, Poplar) said
hu h il upmssed his view on the subject last
year and found it largely in accord with that
of the Colonial »Secretu'\, though he eould
not say he quite agreed with all the steps the
right Jion. nuntlenmn had taken. There were
ceriain pnlnts raised by the hon. member
which required an answer, more especially as
some months hiad passed since the House had
had any information on the subject. It must
be )(.wunl/ml that the state of Malta wus not
satistactorys there had been meetings, agita-
tion. and twnult, indicating the interest taken
in thix languace question, and the represen-
tative element in the hybrid Constitution of

Malta had ceased to exist. It appeared from
despatehies that a lavge pereentage of the
parents had exercised their ()1»1'1011 in favour

of their children learning English instead of
Ttalian. and he was Ulad to find that was so.
He world like to know, however, how this
option had Dbeen presented to the people of
Malta, and If any pressure had been exercised
to influence the choice.

Mr. Chamberlain.—I recognize with great
“tetion that the hon. menber for Poplar

dblen o previous oecasion give me  his ap-
previt and sup port, and T valued that very
gr.»nfh, as I do on the present occasion, be-

cau-e in all these matters it s desirable, if
poitle, to have a continuity of policy in
reg e L to onr colonies, The fact that he spoke
in favour of the policy | had to pursue, and
which 1 think he would Lave pursued had he
heen in my place, gives the hon. member the
right to intervene in this debate. When, how-
ever, he goes on to suggest there was any
want of courtesy to the hon. member for Kerry
in my not rising at once, he is mistaken. I
agree the hon. member is justified in intro-
ducinyg this subject to the House, and he did
so in terms of which I have no right to com-
plain, but I am bound to say that as all Lis
statements had been completely and cate-
gorically answered by my hon. friend [ thought
T would w ait for some new view of the situa-
tion betore I presented myself to the House.

I desired, however, to have the opportunity of
making a statement on this subject, and T am:
really ohl liged to the hon. member for Kerry
for giving me the opportunity. It is not that
in itself and in regard to its intrinsic merits
it is a question of very serious hmportance ;
but t.‘hw«- are certain eollateral issues and
considerations connected with it which 1 think
have been a good deal misunderstood, and in
regard to which T am glad to have the oppor-
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tunity of putting a full statement before the
House. Let me first dispose of some details
upon which the hon. member for Kervy has
been misinformed, and in reeard to which
there have been grotesque exaggerations on
the part of gentlemen who are known as clec-
tive members of the Council of of Malta.

Mr. Mac Neill.—Who are they ? (Cries of
“Order.”

Mr. Chamberlain.—I hope the hon.
tleman is not going
tions.

Mr. Mac Neill rose, and there were renew-
ed cries of “Order.”

The Speaker.—The richt hon. gentleman
is in possession of the House. (Eear, hear.)

Mr. Mac Neil.—Of course, 1 hie will not
give way.

Mr. Chamberlain.—The first of these points
isin regard to public mecting. The hou.
member in his amendment says “the people
of Malta have been restrained from exercising
the right to hold public meetings.’
is an absolute misstatement ; R nothmg of the
kind has happened. The people of Maltq,
who, as my hon. friend has said, are rather
fond of demonstrations, have had ample op-
portunity of making. ﬂwm Within the hw‘t'
few months a Luuo meeting was held, and at
other times the clective members Luve ui-
terly failed to get them. On onre cecasion
the principal meeting was held in o oveat
open space within easy reach of the centre of
the town, and there the elective members
declared there were 30,000 people present.
But I happen to have seen a photograph of
the meeting, and, having a large experience
of these assemblies, I am able to say the
number was about 5,000; still, a considerable
number out of a populatlon of 180,000. But
I do not suppose the hon. member is aware
that, so far are the Executive from interfer-
ing with these meetings—which are perfectly
lmmless, though occaslonqlly some rather
seditious l‘mguage is used at them-—so far
are the Executive from interfering that they
have given every assistance in their power,
running on this oceasion special trains for
the advantage of those who wished to attend
the meetmg, and, contrary to the ordinary
practice and arrangement of the line, they
stopped every train “at the station which lnp—
pened to be nearest to the place of meeting.
No, Sir, there has been no interference w hat-
ever vn‘,h the right of public meeting in
Malta. (Cheers). What has taken place, what
is the foundation for the hon. mewber’s mis-
take, is the fact that a procession which was
111‘cended to pass through the narrow streets
of Malta was plohlbltcd on the ground
that it would probably lead to serious :c-
cident and disturbance. And the prohibi-

gen-
to continue his interrup-

> Now ﬂmt i

tion took place, not by any mew decision
of the Ilxecutive Government, but in aceor-

dance with the ordinance or law — ordi-
nance, I think — which was passed some
years ago regulating such processions. (Hear,
hear) That ordinance had been rendered
necessary by some disturbance which had
taken place; and if the hon. member is
acquainted with Malta, and has visited it as I
have done, he will Lnow that the streets are
extremely narrow. They are crowded on days
of fete like Sundays and similar days by the
ordinary population, and the passing through
such streets of political processions, accom-
panied by bands and flags and so on, would
probably be a cause of considerable dificulty
to the police authorities. I think that, in
these circumstances, the Govermment were
perfectly right in prohibiting the procession,
although tho gave every assistance, and
would do_so again, to .m\lhmﬂ in the nature
of a public meeting held in a placc where no
(anm to order could result, (Hear, hear.)
Then the hon. gentleman went on to make
nnich of the visit of my noble friend the
Under-Secretary for the Colonies, Lord Onslow,
to Malta, T may inform him that Lord Onslow
went in pursuance of an old engagement to
anold friend.  He went to pay a purely pri-
viate visit to the (tovernor of Malta, with
whom he had been on terms of intimacy and
fricud«hip for many years, and, not being
there in any official position, when the elective
members tried to take advantage of his pre-
sence in order to send a deputation or present
a petition, he requested that they should put
their views in wriring and promised, in that

case, to couvey them immediately to myself.

He was perfectly right in doing that, and no
discourtesy wln’cevm was shown to the elec-
tive members when he took such a coursé.
(Cheers.) I think the h mn. gentleman the
member for Poplar said that affairs were
worse now than they were, was" it a year or
two years ago ? o

Mr. Buxton was understood to say -
year or two ago.

M. Chamberlam——Well at some previous
time. (Laughter.)

Mr. Buxton. — Since this ordinance was
promulgated.

Mr. Chamberlain. —I really do not think
s0. 1 do not think they are as bad. The term
“worse” is, of course, comparative. We have
been accustomed for a very long time to
oceasional friction in Malta as in other colo-
nies. There has been some frietion of late ;
but it would be the oreatest mistake in the
world to exagoerate that fiiction, and when
the Lo, gentleman talks, as 1T think he did,
of riot, T can only say that the term is abso-
lutely inappropriate. (Cheers.) There has

““L




—_43 —

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

been nothing in the nature of riot in Malta.
The worst of the incidents which have oc-
curred in connexion with this political agi-
tation was the destruction of a British flag
in front of the British Club in Malta. When
I first heard of that insult to our national
emblem, I made immediate inguiries, and I
learned that a few schoolboys or youths from
the University had bought the sort of flag
which is sold in the streets of London for a
penny, and which, 1 think, is a few inches in
size, an | torn it up in one of the streets of
Malta. It wus, of course, a bit of play which
I deprecate, but to which it would be per-
fectly ludicrous to attach the slightest poli-
tical importance. (Cheers.) I say, then, do
not let us exaggerate. We should make o
great mistake if we exaggerated anything
which has tuken place in Maltn., A certain
difference of opinion has arvisen hetween the
elective members of the Council of" the Go-
vernor and his Mujesty’s Government ; but
we should make a great mistake if we were
led by a knowledge of that difference to im-
pute to the general population of Malta
anything in the nature of serious discontent.
(Cheers.) On the other hand, I do nok want
to depreciate any dissatistaction which may
have arisen in any section of the Maltese po-
pulation. It is perfectly true, as the hon.
member for South Kerry said, that the 2al-
tese have been a most loyal and law-abiding
people. (Cheers.) They boast of their loyalty.
Thery are proud of the fact that they were
incorporated in the British Empire at their
own requ st and not by conquest. (Cheers.)
They are proud of having fought with us for
the rescue of their country from French rule;
and they have, ever since, shown, on every
critical occasion, a great affection and regard
for the connexion. (Cheers.) I would give as
two illustrations of that the fact that a
most admirable Militia regiment has been
formed in Malta with the full authority of the
Maltese population, and that it form- at the
present time a most fmooctint un't in s
Majesty'’s Malta military forces (cheers), and
that some time ugo, when ull the Bmpire
was moved at the receipt of the news of
the relief of Ladysmith, I believe that
satisfactory event was nowhere received with
greater enthusiasm or with greater cxpres
sions of relief than it was in our small but
most interesting and most loyal eolony off
Malta. (Cheers.) Lam an Tperialist, and)
I desire, therefore, that those feelings of
affection and loyalty should be cherished and}
not diseouraged (cheers) 5 and if there is any |
discontent, even althourh it is bused eniireiy
upon a misapprehension, @ misunderstanding,
still such discontent is to he deprecated, and
it is to be removed if by any action ou our

do nol

part we can remove it jand th. e grievance, evel
though it be only an imaginary griemncg,
ought to be tre&’ge_d by us with respect ‘(Pud in
a conciliatory spirit. (Cheers.) That is the
spirit in whieh I approach the amendment of
the hon. member for South Kerry, and T am
glad to say that his language makes it easy
for me to do so. (Hear, hear.) But, before I
deal with the question to which he has prin-
cipally devoted his attention, I think it is
désirable to put before the House a brief
statement of the general situation and of the
past history of our connexion with this d(?-
pendency. Why do we hold Malta ? That is
the first and essential point in any discussion
of our relafions with it. We hold Malta solely
and entirely ns a fortress essential to our
position in the Mediterranean. {Cheers.) We
Bold it for any pecuniary  advantage
quite the contrary. I'he trade of Malta s,
of course, a mere indinitesimal atom in the
great ocean of British Imperial trade.  What
there is of 1t is chiefly done with Mediter-
rancan States, and the diveet, or even indi-
reet, peeuniary advantage which we could
possibly derive by possession of this island is
really not worth taling into account. On
the other hand, ever since we have held the
island, and especially of late years, we have
been pouring millions into it from the pockets
of the British taxpayers, not, of course, spe-
clally intended for the advantage of the
Maltese population, although it has material-
ly improved their position, but in the general
interests of the Empire, in order to make the
fortress which we- hold absolutely impregna-
ble. Now, that being understood, that we
hold Malta not as we hold an ordinary colony,
but as a fortress, the first condition which we
have to bear in mind is the security of the
Imperial interests which are connected with
its possession. (Hear, hear.) And, in addition
to whut T have said as to ourstrongsympathy
with the Zlaltese, our desive to secure their
regurd and alfection, theve is also this Impe-|
rinl consideration—in a fortress anything
li'te open agitation against the Government |
18 a thine that cannot be tolerated on the !
face of it. (Cheers, and Nationalist cries of |
“OI.7) I you are prepared to tolerate it, you |
must be prepared to give up your fortress. If °
you consider it essential to your security to
hold your fortress, you mwust hold it under
the wsual conditions, and you ecannot allow
sedition to prevail within it.  (Cheers and
Nationalist mterraption.)

M AL il rose to speak, and amid crieg

e sted i ostanding, although
i refused to give way.
ne Spealer,—Order, order. The right
hon. gentlemun does not give way.
- Mr. 2lae Neill baving resumed his seat,

el

3
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after several ineffective attempts to address
the House.

My. Chamberlain said,—I refused to give
way to the hon. gentleman (cheers, and Na-
tionalist cries of “Oh”), and I object to in-
terruptions which are not relevant (cheers)
when I am makinga serious statement. I will
explain to the House the conditions, the ne-
cessary conditions, which every sensible man
will admit, whatever his views may be, must
be the conditions under which we hold a pos-
session of this kind. It was a feeling of the
importance of those covditions which led toa
remark of the Duke of Wellington’s, which
may well be quoted at the present time. He
was asked at one period whether he would be
willing to agree to a Constitution for Malta,

and he said—[ am mnot quoting his exact.

language, which was the language of the
period (laughter)—he said,
stitution to Malta is absurd, you might as
well give a constitution to a man-of-war! ”
There is no doubt whatever that there is a
great deal of common sense in that remark,
as there was, in fact, in all the remarks of
the great Duke. But it will be easily under-
stood that politicians in Malta, just as one
might say it would be probable of politicians
elsewhere in similar circumstances, would not
be likely to accept as final such a decision.
They naturally strive to magnify their own

office, and they are always endeavouring to-

increase the political rights and privileges
which are granted to them. I do not blame
them ; it is perfectly natural. But here let
me say, by way of- parenthesis, that it is an
entire mistake to suppose, as T think the hon.
member for South IKerry supposed, that the
present irritation, or friction, is a new thing,
or that it is due in any way to the special
and exceptional action of the present Colo-
nial Secretary. That is not the case at all;
and if mewmbers of the House have looked at
the papers which have been presented they
will have seen that in every one of the docu-
ments which have been presented, whether
by private individuals or by the elective mem-
bers or by any other representative authority
in Malta, it is the invariable claim that they
have been subjected to a century of oppres-
sion. Well, T cannot:go back a century, Iam
not responblble, at dll events, for the early
part of 1t (laughter); and, although one makes
nllowancesfor what the Lion. member forSouth,
Kerry called the Southern temperament of the
population, I think you must feel that that
Southern temper rament has led them a little
to exaguerate on the present. occasion. At
all Qv(/]ltg} it it be true, as they say, that
there has heen a ecentury of oppression, and
that the Ialtese during the whole of that
time have heen subject to a tyrannical rule,

“ To give a Con- .

/

/that their life-blood has been drained—I
jam using the expressions of these gentle-
g men — it 1s worth while for a moment to go
' back and see what the real circumstances
fare. Malta became British in 1813. It be-
came British, as the Maltesethemselvesrightly
boast, with the good will and authority of
| the Maltese themselves. What were ~ the
" terms, then, which the Maltese made with

Great Britain when they voluntarily entered

the British Bupire ? They were not terms

of surrender, it is perfectly true ; we did

not conquer the Maltese, we were fighting

side by side with them, but we were never
fighting against them. I't was not a conquest
it was a cession by the representative authori-
ties of the Maltese. What terms did they
make » The Constitution, if, indeed, it can
be called a Constitution, which existed at
the time of the cession, and for a great
number of years afterwards, was a purely
autoeratic Constitution. The Governor was

Judge and jury in every case in which

Imper al interests were concerned ; he was
the Grand Elector, he was the 1cp:esenta-
tive authority ; all laws were made by him,

And I have always understood thatSir Thomas
Maitland, when he was Governor of Malta,
from 1813 to, I think, 1824, and who is
still remembered in Malta with the greatest
kinduness, wuas a very autocratic gentleman.

Ite was, in faet, the best tvpe of Leneficent
despot; he had no idea of Constitution or
of elective members; and Sir Thonms Mait- -
fand, or Oid Tow, as he was generally ealled,

would have beeu ve ry much astonished mdeed
it he had been permitted to live to read
the representations of the modern elective
members. Now from 1803 to 1838, thatis

for 35 years, the Constitution of \Ialt(n was
absolutely autoeratic; there was no repre-
sentation of any kind. Then in 1<38 a re-

presentative element was introduced for the
first time, but representative element was
not an elective element. The (ouncil of
Government then consisted of the Governor
and six persons, all of whom were nominated
by the Governor. Three of them were official

members, three of them were unoflicial

members. Thesa were the gen lemen who,

up to 184, made the laws of Malta. I am

giving the House this short account of the

history of the constitutional question in
Malta because it is the custom, as 1 have

said, of the elected members to represent
‘that tyranny has been imposed upon them.

On the contrary, the Constitution as settled
between the representatives of those who
conceded Mahu, or allowed itsincorporationin
the British Empire, was absolutely autocratic,
and the constitutional changes which have

been made since then have been in the
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divection of giving greater political rights
and larger political liberty. I come to 1849.
Then, for the first time, at the instigation
of the British Government, elected members
were introduced. The Council of Government
then consisted of the Governor and nine
nominated, with eight elected members. But,
it will be observed, under this Constitution,
as under the previous one, in the last resort
the Governor, representing the Imperial
authority, representing the security of the
fortress and the interests of the Empire,
was supreme. These elected gentlemen were
called 1n to advise him and assist him, but
in the last resort the will of the Imperial
Goversment prevailed. That went on until
1887. Now 1 call the attention of the hon
member for South Kerry to this fact, that
for 84 years the majority power was in
the hands of the Governor, not in the hands
of what are called the representatives of
the people of Malta. How far they ave
representative I will deal with directly. But
for 84 years the majority was in the hands of
- the representatives of the Imperial Govern-
ment, and accordingly the interests of the
fortress were absolutely secure. I come to
1887, to modern times, only 15 years ago,

under a Conservative Government. In defe-

rence to the wishes which were expressed
by representatives, at all events, of a section

of the Maltese population, for the first time’

in the history of Malta, a majority of the
Council of Government was given to the
elected members. The Council consisted, and
consists still, of the Governor and six official

members, and there were 14 clected members .

one of whom, [ should say, has since disap-
peared owing to a change which is a matter
of detail. The consequence is that the control
of the finances, and therefore the absolute
control of the government of Malta sub-
ject to one safety valve which was fortuna-
tely provided, has been transferred from
the Imperial Government, from the repre-
sentatives .of the Empire, to = the elected
members.  What results from that? Suppose

the elected members chose to abuse their

power. In that case the whole administration
of Malta is at their mercy. They could refuse
every penny for every service in the island;
and I need scarcely say that in those cir-
cumstances the position of the Imperial
Government, as the sole trustees®in that
case of the interests of the Empire and
of the maintenance of this great and most
important fortress, would be one of the
greatest difficulty.

But, as T have said, there was one safety
valve. My noble predecessor, the late Lord
Carnarvon, who was officially responsible for
this change, foresaw the possibility, although

he did not anticipate the probability, of such
an abuse of the new powers which were being
for the first time in the history of the fortress
confided to the elected members ; and accord-
ingly he laid. great stress in his despatch_es
upon the maintenance of the power to legis-
late over their heads, in case of necessity, by
Order in Couneil. If that power had not been
reserved to us, long before now the affairs of
Malta would undoubtedly have occupied the
attention of this House, unless, indeed, we
were prepared to abandon altogether our
authority in the island. Fortunately, however,
as I say, legislation by Order in Council was
expressly reserved. That is a safety valve;
and accordingly, if the powers of the elected
members have been or are again abused in
any way, the Imperial Government have had
it always in their power to legislate over their
heads by means of this Order in Council. Now
I think the House will feel with me that the
Tmperial Government were really extraordi-
narily sanguine and extraordinarily generous
when they gave these great powers to the elect-
ed mebers in a colony under such conditions
as those which exist in Malta. But did that
satisty the Maltese representatives? Did that
satisfy these political gentlemen? (Nationa-
lists cries of “Oh.”) Am I to withdraw the
word gentlemen ? (Laughter and cheers.) I
say even this generous graut of political
powers did not satisty these political gentle-
men—I will suy politicians if you prefer that

-shorter word (laughter)—who naturally, in

every country and in all eircuinstances, desire
to magnify their own privileges and rights.
(Hear, hear.) Since I myself have been in
office I have had deputations and representa-
tions from the elected members claiming that
they are still slaves—that is the actual word
they use—and asking that a further extension
of constitutional rights should be given to
them, and that Malta should be made a self-
governing colony. (Laughter and Nationa-
list cheers.) I would only say it is clear that
it would be difficult to satisfy the full demands
of the gentlemen who are dissatisfied with our
recent proceedings. (Hear, hear.) What has
been the result, however, of the concession
which was made in 18879 Since then there has
been continual friction, not between the Im-
perial Government and the people of Malta,
but between the Imperial Government and the
elected members. (Nationalist laughter and
Ministerial cheers.) Those who, like hou.
gentlemen below the gang-way, have probably
not studied the details of this question, per-
haps will not perceive that there is a distine-
tion to be wade to which T will direct their
attention presently.

10.30 For the moment I say that the ir-

 ritation, or friction, or whatever else you
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please to call it, has existed almost contin-
uously between the elected members and
the Imperial Government, not in the time of
this Government alone, but in the time of my
predecessor, and in fact ever since the con-
cession was made. The most serious diffi-
culty arose in regard to the marriage question,
which, fortunately, is for the time being in
abeyance, and I sincerely hope may not again
be raised in a way to create irritation. As I
have mentioned the marriage question, let
me tell the House what that question was.
In Malta so anxious have we been to make
every possible concession to the sentiments,
the prejudices, and above all to the religious
beliefs of the people that we have allowed
institutions which have not their parallel, I
~believe, in any other Catholic country in the
[ world. As far as I know there is no Catholie
. country in the world in which the instilution
Lof civil marriage has not been established ;
| but in Malta there is no institution of civil
{marriage, and difliculties causing most serious
friction have arisen owing to the existence of
a mixed population—Protestants and Catho-
lies living side by side—and the mixed wmar-
riages which have taken place in connexion
with them. Occasionally the result has been
immorality. The difficulty of securing legi-
timate marriage has led to immorality. In
other cases the difficulty has been got over
by temporary expelients, by Governors' ii-
cences, or other methods of that kind, But I
must say that, if these questions are to be
raised, this is one of the questions in which
the concession made to Maltese feeling has
been so great that I can well conceive that
the Government might be taken to task for
not having dealt with the matter in a more
satisfactory way—more in accordance with
the precedents in other countries. But T said
I would draw the attention of the House to
the distinction between the elected members
and the population, but this has already been
done. But I will read the figures. The popu-
lation of Malta is 180,000. Of this number
only 10,000 are electors—a ridiculous pro-
portion as compared with the proportion in
this country, for instance, or in Ireland. In
this country or Ireland the number would
probably be 30,000 electors. DBut it is also
true that of these 10,000 electors the number
of those who take the trouble to go to the poll
is really insignificant. It is impossible tomake
a general statement on the subject becuuse in
many cases the elections havenot been disput-
ed; but whenever there has been o contested

election the number of personsvoting appears

to have only borne a very swall proportion
—a ridiculous proportion—to the number of
electors. Although the elected embers may
fairly claim to be the only representative wu-

thority in the island, it is also possible fo
those who differ from their proceedings to
say that, at all events, the vast majority of
the population in the island do not take suffi-
cient interest in their poliey or their proceed-
ings to vore. Another fact which is to be
observed —although 1 do not want to attach
too much importance to it—is that the more
educated and intelligent part of the popula-
tion in Malia, who have larger stakes, do not
take part in elections and cannot be induced
to present themsclves for election. T think
that is a deplorable fact. When they are
asked to do so, they object that the language
of the loeal papers is so sewrrilous and so
personal that they are not prepared to face
it. T do not think myself that is any excuse..
(Laughter and cheers.)  If members of this
House were guided by similar considerations
it would mean o clearance of these benches.
(Chieers. T myself pointed out to distinguish-
ed and representative eitizens of Malta that
I'thought it was their duty—a duty which
they owed to the people of Multa—that they
should, in spite of this severe and, I admit,
scurrilous eriticism, present themselves for
election and thereby secure a better vepre-
sentation of the whole population. But the
facts ave the fucts—that they did not present
themselves: and accordingly a very large
section, and a very important section, of the
population was not represented by the so-
called elected members,  That is the state of
the case so far as regards the Constitution.
The immediate question with which we have )
to deal is the language question ; but, believe |
me, it we had not the language question to |
deal with we should have the Marriage ques-
tion, the taxation question, or some other
question which would be certain to be raised,
and upon which precisely the same issues
would have to be decided. But what does
the House imagine the language question of
Malta to be? Listening to the hon. gentle- :
man the member for South Kerry I should
have supposed, it I had not Lknown better,
that Italian was the national language of

“Malta.  In the explanation which he gave

afterwards he said it was the language of the
cultured in Malta ; but in his original speech
he spoke of it as the national language,
and T should have supposed that the
British - Government at the present time
were dédliberately and against the wishes of
the Maltese forcing upon them the English
language in substitution for their own natio-
mal language of Italian. There is not the
slivhtestshadow of foundation for either of
these statbments, “he language
of Maltuis ot Tralian: the language of Malta
is an Arabic patois, which is not a literary
language and which cannot, therefore, be

{Uheers.)
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adopted for literary purposes. There is no/
literature in the Maltese language ; but the!
Ttalian language,” which the hon. gentleman |
represents as, if not the national language of

the Maltese, the language of the cultured, is
not understood by one in seven of the popu-
lation of Malta. (Cheers.) I believe I am
understating the case. There are more people
in Malta that speak and read English than
speak and read Ttalian ; and if, indeed, we
are to distinguish between the national lan.
guage of the highly-educated classes, then T
say undoubtedly, on the figures in my posses-
sion, English more than Ttalian is the lan.
guage to which we should give the preference.
What are the figures ? At the last census, in-
cluding the garrison—and for the life of me
I do not know why the garrison of Malta is
to be absolutely ignored in a British colony,
continuing to form part of the population,
why it should be excluded (cheers:, when it is
there, subjected to Maltese laws, tried in Mal-
tese Courts, by Maltese Judges, by Maltese
juries—the population that spoke English was
43,000 against a population which spoke Ita-
Lian of 23,000. But if you choose fo except
from consideration all the troops, all the
sailors, all the people in Government employ,
then the numbers would be 19,000 speak ng
English, 21,00 speuking Italian. That ig
without taking into account thoge eniployed
in connexion with the administration s and so
on the island you have almost an equality be-
tween those who speak English and those who
speak Italian,but,if you include the troops in
theisland, you will find that in favour of those
speaking English youhave a majority of nearly
two to one. Then we are told of the officia] lan.

. guage that it is Ttalian. The hon. member for
 South Kerry repeated that statement, and he

declared that the official language of the is-
land of Malta had been Ttalian for centuries.
(Laughter.) Yes; no doubt the hon. mem-
ber got that statement from the information
supplied to him, but that statement also is
Any such assertion is en-
tirely inaccurate. If the hon. member would
only read the history of
of the Knights of Malta, and the previous
connexion with France, he would find what
are the facts of that matter. Why, the of-
ficial language of Malta during the time of
the Knights of Malta, the language used in
the Courts—in the decisions of the ( ourts—
and in many of the deeds and documents re-
gistered in the Courts down to 1815, 12 years
after the British occupation, was Latin,
(Hear, hear., Tt was £ wund that Latin was
becoming a too archaic language, so to speak
and it then became necessary to adopt a mo-
dern language. At the time Ttalian was the

best known language in Malta, no doult. 1‘ cheers.)

Malta, the history |

|
|

There were those who spoke English, but a
number spoke Italian. Accordingly, Italian
was by universal consent accepted as the of-
ficial language of the island ; but to say that
Italian was all along the official language of
the island is against the whole history of
Malta. Now, of late years when the num-
ber of the English increased and when the
English troops also enormonsly increased, the ,
inconvenience as to the language question
became more and more manifest ; and at last
it came to a head in the case of the Colonel
whose name has been mentioned in this mat-
ter all along. My hon. friend the member
for Tunbridge has dealt with that matter. I
shall state briefly what occurred. This officer
was called as a witness in a case before a
Maltese tribunal. He gave his evidence in
English.  'When he had finished giving his
evidence he was presented by one of the offi-
cials of the Court with the deposition in
Italian. His evidence had been translated
by the interpreter. He did not understand
when asked to sign the deposition. He looked
at the document, and he thought that cer-
tain words had been incorrectly translated.
He therefore objected to sign his depo-
sition written out in Italian. The J udge
told him that it was necessary that he
should sign under the law, and that if
he did not he would render himself liable to
imprisonment. He then looked on the de-
position, but said that he himself did not ;
understand Italian. His offer with regard to
the deposition was refused, and, that being
80, he finally declined to sign a document
that he did not understand. (Cheers.) And
this officer, in a British Court, in a British
colony, was actually committed to gaol for
contempt of Court for three days by the
Judge of the Court. The sentence thus passed
was not carried into effect ; mercy was ex-
tended to the offender., (laughter.) Authority
intervened, and the colonel was released.
Does any man imagine that any one standing
in my place (cheers) was going to submit to
the possibility, of a continuance of such a
state of things ? (Renewed cheers.) Sir, we
proposed various changes, but these proposals
of ours were rejected by the elected members.
We then carried those changes by Order in
Council. (Cheers and countor Irish cheers.)
In criminal cases, where the accused is a
Briton, it was provided that the la aguage is
to be English. In civil cases, where an En-
glishman is g party, the Judge, the jurymen,
the counsel, the witnesses, or the purties may,
if they like, use English. That is to say, it
is optional to use English or Ttalian. T do not
think that that i 4 change in the law stron-
ger than the circumstances required. (Loud
Of course the circumstances required



48 —

THE LANGUAGE QUESTION IN MALTA.

a review of the whole situation, and, in con-
nexion with that, I had to consider the ques-
tion of education in Malta. (Hear, hear.) I
determined to carry out a decision which had
been in contemplation some time before ; and
from that date, in 1899, every parent in Malta
had the free option—there was no compulsion
of any kind—to elect whether he would wish
his child taught, in addition to Maltese which
was his natural language, as a foreign lan-
guage, English or Ttalian, He could make
his choice ; if he chose Italian he was per-
fectly free, and if he choose Hnglish he was
free, too. Now what was the result? The
people of Malta were told, on the other side,
that Ttalian was their nutural language, and
all sorts of things were said to them about
the Englishmen who were desperate persons,
and that they wished to flood this deliohtfal
island of Malta with thelir influence, and that
the bread would be taken out of the mouths
of the Maltese. What was the result ? When
the choice of the Maltese was free, when they
were not under the influence of the agitation,
98 per cent. elected for the English language.
(Cheers.) Of course they did. (Laughtor and
cheers.) English is the great  commercial
language. It is a question of bread and but-
ter. It was to the interest of the people to
learn the language, which is in itsclf the
passport to all the commerce of the warld
(cheers) ; and it was on that ground, no
doubt, that the Maltese parents decided for
the English language in the interest of their
children. Since the agitation began—I do
not wish to dwell upon controversial matters
—Dbut since the pressure began to be applied
this 98 per cent. has fallen as low as 75 per
cent, ; it is nBw vising again ; 1T believe it is
80 per cent.

Mr. Buxton asked how this option was
taken.

My. Chamberlain.—Free option on the part
of the parents. 'The parents have to declare
their preference, and no pressure can be ap-
plied directly or indirectly. If the hon. gen-
tleman will put down a question, I will give
him the necessary answer. I can assure the
right hon. gentleman that I have not the
slightest doubt that the most absolute freedom
of choice has prevailed except so fur as it has
been interfered with by certain sections of
the population to whom I have already re-
ferred. And I say this—it is the first stute-
ment I make with regard to the future —at
all hazards and against all opposition we are
determined to preserve this freedoi of choice.
(Cheers.) For we will not at the dictation of
a minority take away from S0 per cent. of
the population of Malta their right to learn
BEnglish and force upon them the necessity of
learning a language which they do not wish

Cand  this

to learn. (Hear, hear.) So far with regard
to education. But we have done more than
that. The hon. member for South Kerry said
that we had made an ordinance providing
that the English languige should become the
official language 15 years hence. {Mr. Boland.
—The language of the Courts.) That is a
mistake. The period is 18 years hence; but
that is not the main correction I have to wmake.
No ordinance has been issued. No ordinanc:
could he issued to pledge future Governments,
All that has been doune is to issue a proclama-
tion declaring the intention of the Govern-
ment at the time named to make English the
official language of the Courts. Permit me
to say that this was really done purely as an
act of kindness, and that affects very much
my feeling with regard to its preservation. It
has no operative effect whatever. A mere
proclamation declaring the intention of the
present Government does not bind the sue-
cessors of the present Government; it does
not bind those who, long after I am dead and
the present Government has disappeared, may
be dealing with the situation; but I may say
myself that if at that time—some 20 years
hence—it be found that what I anticipate
has not tuken place, and the vast mujority

of the population do not understand English |
at that time, but do understand Italian, no:

doubt my successors will continue Ttalian as
the official language. They would only adopt
English if they found that it was in the in-
terest of the population. But my reason for
issuing the proclamation was, not to dec’are
in any authoritative way what the future
hides in it, but to give warning to the
people chiefly concerned, the officials con-
nected with the Courts and all others, young
men who may be studying or practising in
the Courts, and so to enable them to prepare
themselves for that eventuality. (Cheers.)
That is the whole object, and I attach no
importance to it except as a warning given
to the persons chiefly interested, and as of
possible advantage to them. That being the
case, I beg the House to understand that
the most recent features of the agitation
have arisen since it was known that we
intended to ullow parents to have an option
with regard to the second language their
children should learn. After the 1ssue of
this proclamation expressing the intention
with regard to a period nearly 20 vears
hence, what did the elected members do ?
They were entitled to make a protest, to
have a debate and a division such as would
have happened in this House. They would
have been entitled to petition the King
House and to have asked for the
reconsideration of this condition of things.
But that was not what they did. What
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they did was to abuse the authority e | expenditure of £ 880,000—about two-thirds
have given them under the Constitution of of the original expenditure,
1887 to deal with the estimates. They re. We have imposed the necessary taxation
fused a vast mass of estimates presenteq in order to provide for these expenses. The
absolutely in ‘the interests of the peop'e | people of Malta, as represented by the elected
of Malta. (Hear hear.) The estimates Ple- | representatives, say that we gre dra.ining
sented were for £623,000 capital expendi- | their life blood, that it is taken from them
ture. All that would have to be provided | to envich the English, and all sorts of south-
for out of tasation would have been interest ern exaggerations of that kind. (Laughter).
and sinking fund. What was it for? |y Now, the taxation amounts to £ 38,000 per
the first place for new schools, Is that for annum. It is estimated that £17,000 of that
the benefit of the English 9 No ; they are | will come from wine and spirits, £ 11,000
elementary schools entirely for the benefit | from tobacco, and £ 7,500 from stamps, and
of the Maltege population. There is g that only leaves a small sum to come from
compulsory education ip Malta; but so | other sources ; and the majority of the taxa-
eager are the people for education that the | tion under thoge three heads falls upon the
provision that had heen made has proved in British and European population and not
sufficient and a considerable extension was | upon the Maltege. (Hear, hear). Owing to
required. TIn the next place, the money was our presence there, to the vast amount of
wanted for the drainage of Malta. That was | mon ¥y we have spent upon mnaval and mili-
not only an Tmperial necessity for the health tary works, the rate of wages in Malta hag
of the garrison, but a local necessity for the gone up immensely beyond the corresponding
health of the Maltese people. Everybody | rate of wages in other Mediterranean States,
knows of the Maltese fever. Tt is g special | and the people of Malta are much more prog-
form of fever wh ch medical authorities he. perous than most of their neighbours. ~The
lieve to be entirely due to the state of the | taxation of Malta is only £1 7s. 64. per head,
drains, the condition of the harbour, and which is less than that of any States in the
other sanitary defects. Tt is absolutely neces- neighbourhood, while that of the United
sary to remedy thege d fects; and a’sum of, | Kingdom, is £4 13g. per head. T say the
I think, over £30: 1,000 was required for thig Maltese under these circumstances haye not
burpose. A leper Asylum was required for | mach to grumtle at. The condition of things
women. The elective members refused it. | civeed by the action of the elected represen-
The general hospital has been reported again | tatives sill cont; huing, we put the matter
. and again as being in g terribly inefficiont straight by this Order in Council, which T
condition, and it has become a matter of have explained. Byt since then they have
great importance for the people of Malta to recommenced. They are rejecting vote after
have a new hospital. Certain repairs were | vote. and, of course, the whole of the Admi-
wanted on the roads, partly for Imperial pur- | nistration is at their mercy.  And, Sir, the
poses, to render thew it for the movement | avowed determination of these . gentlemen ig
of artillery, partly for the benefit of the | to bring the Government of Malta to a stand-
country people bringing their produce to | still. They think in rejecting all the Hgti.
market. The electric lighting required ex- | mates for carrying on the Government that
tension. That was refused. A breakwater | we shall give way upon the language ques-
was refused for the island of Gozo for the be- | tion or some other questions. Sir, we have
nefit of the tishermen, to enable them to earn got an easy remedy. (Laughter and cheers.)
their livelihood. This Was an improvement | We haye the old remedy. (Hear, hear.) We
much like those that have been promoted along | have the power of legislating by Order in
the coasts of the congested districts of Ireland. Council, which we shall use without the
0se services which | havenamed account for | slightest hesitation whenever it ig necessary.
£ 600,000 out of the £ 623,000 that was asked (Hear, hear). But then, if we are to go on
for. Now the Government, having consider- | in this way, if year after Year administration
ed this state of things, decided that where | is to be put in » position of chaos and angp.
purely local interests were concerned we must | chy in Malta, or if, as an alternative, we are
so long as there were elective members, allow | to proceed by the arbitrary act of Order in
them to play ducks and drakes with these in. Counecil, it may be said that that is an undi-
terests of their constituents. But wherever gnified proceeding, that it ig making the
Imperial interest were concerned, or where Constitution which we have conceded g farce, .
there were interests that S0 considerably af- | and that wo had better do without the Con-
fected the welfare of the population thaf they | stitution. Now, Sir, I have dealt with this
became Imperial interests, we must interfere, | question for Teason which I have stated, and
(Hear, hear.) Accordingly, we determined | another reagon which [ have still to state at
to impose taxation in order to provide for the greater length than the immediate necessity
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of the case requires. I will just remind the
House of what I have endeavoured to show.
I have endeavoured to show that, so far
from not having given terms to the Mal-
tese people since the cession by them of
their island to us, we have, on the contrary,
gone far beyond the terms of the cession; and
there will be no objection on our part, if any
such general desire were expressed, to go back
to the terms of the cession. I have endeavour-
ed to show, in the second place, that as re-
gards questions of language, while we decline
to force the Ttalian language on a majority
of at least four-fifths who do not desire to
learn it, we do intend to preserve an absolu-.
tely free choice, so that if opinion should
change in Malta, the system will change with
it; and there will be at all times an automatic
/ power on the part of the whole of the Mul-
© tese population to have either English or Ita-
. lian as they prefer. (A voice. - Why not
- both ?) Because all the experts in education
. say that any attempt to teach very young

children two languages besides their own re-

sults in their learning neither. There is, of

course, nothing to prevent them when they

go to the University from adding to their

knowledge of Maltese as mmany other languages

as they think fit. In the third place, if com-

plaint is made of our taxation, I have endea-

voured to prove that this taxation is absolutely
for the security and welfare of the foriress

and the garrison as well as for the benefit of

the people of Malta, that it is paid out of the
pockets of the wealthy, or comparatively
wealthy, European and British population,
and that it is expended for the benefit of the
majority, who have profited from it in other
ways, and, in the most material way, from
the British occupation. There is one conside-
ration besides those I have dealt with which
I regard as of very considerable importance.
There is no doubt that the action which we

and, on behalf of the Government, T will de
everything in my power to remove any sucl

feeling. (Cheers.) A good feeling betwe

sure, sympathize with the Italian people in
their great struggle for unity and in the
splendid effort by which, through many vieis-
situdes, they have maintained that unity.
(Cheers.) Our relations with Italy have al-
ways been friendly. Our interests and theirs
are in many cases, and especially in the Me-
diterranean, mutual interests. Our soldiers
have fought side by side. It would be deplor-
able if any misapprehension were to alter or

to diminish in any way the sympathies which
have existed, and which, I hope, may long
continue to exist, between the two nations.
(Cheers.) I helieve that any feeling which
prevails in Ttaly, and which exists, no doubt,
especially among the cultivated anid governing
classes, is a feeling of sentiment. I do not
think it is pretended on their behalf that they
have any substantial grievance, least of all
any right of interference. But these educated
classes are proud, and justly proud, of one i
the most beautiful and classic languages in
the world ; and it is to them a subject of pain
that anything should be done which seems
to place it in a subordinate position, or—
as they have been led to believe, although en-
tirely inaccurately—which would proseribe it;
and, accordingly, this feeling in their case
does not, I believe, extend for one moment over
what T have expressed as the poliey of bhis
Majesty’s Government —namely, to secure to
the population of Malta what is their clear,
undoubted right,an option as to the education
to be given to their children. What the Ita-
lian classes have objected to is this pro-
clamation to which I have already referred,
the object of which I have explained, and the
effect of which T believe has been altogether
exaggerated in Italyy But I do not want any
kind of misunderstanding to remain in Italy :
and, th.refore, if T could believe that by the
adoption of a compromise in this matter I
would remove any feeling which exists among
our good a'lies, the Ttalians, and if I should,
at the same time, remove any feeling of a si- -
milar character which may exist amo»g si-
milar classes in Malta to whom the Italian
language is the current channel of expression,
then T say without hesitation I would for-
mally withdraw this proclamation. (¢ heers.)
I would withdraw it at once without any con-
dition, perfectly willing to trust to the future.

“(Cheers.) If, as [ have said, the future should
have taken—which, I believe, has been altoge- | show that the vast majority of the people of
ther misunderstood—has caused some pain’
and, perhaps, some apprehension in Italy. If

that be the case, I deeply regret it (hear, hear),. |-
1

‘Malta should in 20 years understand English

and nat understand Italian, I imagine .it
~absurd that proceedings in the
ould be conducted in what to the
“Malta would be a foreign tongue.

en' | But T may be mistaken in my prediction or
Italy and this country is, I think, for both '}
peoples a national asset. (Cheers.) We, I am |

anticipation, and in that case neither I nor

the proclamation should be strictly observed.
Therefore I say that I am perfectly ready to
withdraw the proclamation of which the hon.
member for South Kerry and others have
complained. (Hear, hear.) I think that this
is an intelligent concession. (Hear, hear.) I
hope it will be recognised as such by the elect-
ed members as well as by gther persons to
whom I have referred. I hope they will now
look at this question of taxation as we should
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-expect them fo do in other times. T do not
or one nroment deny their right to criticize
le propo-~als of the Government and to op-
them in the last resort; but to refuse ab-
ely nccessary votes of money for purpo-
from which their own constituents would

derive the very greatest benefit in order tode-
' feat the

~ to seme other question is really

" cordance with a Parliamentary Constitution,

< and:l earnestly trust that that course of ge.

- tiod will be adandoned. (Hear, hear.) Tt ig

.~ not to be contemplated that the state of

‘things which we all regret and which. exists
at the present time should continue. You can-
not expect the Government responsible for
this great Imperial fortress to allow this child-
ish game to proceed (cheers); and it would be
clearly the duty of any Government in the
circumstances to
interests in their keeping either by going back
‘to-the Constitution before 1887 or by such a
- modification of that Constitution as may be
necessary to, give the Government a controll-

ing Yoice in the administration. I make no

threat—I have endeavoured to treat the ques- |

tion in. a conciliatory way (cheers)—and I

hope that no drastic measares may be neces- |

sary, and that the elected members and all
concerned will meet me in the same spirit in
which I have endeavoured to meet them, and

that nothing may oceur in the future to dis- |
existed,
between
Malta and "his iMajesty’s.

turb the good relations which have

Iam glad to say, during 100 ‘years
~ the.population “of |

Government, - (Cheers.) .

- Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman remarked that

this was not the first proclamation Mr. Cham-

than: in this instance. (Hear, hear.) Do I
understand from  the right hon. gentleman
‘that the procedure of the  Courts are being
c¢onddicted in Italian and English ? Are 4lie
proceedings not being’ conducted in altese,
‘a language which the large “wajority of the
people understand 9 The right hon. gentle:
man—if I may say so—hag shown how small
a hold he has upon the mass of-the Maltese
- when he says that they only know two lan-
-+ guages; both of which are Ttalian, '
/7 Mr; Chamberlain.—Seven out of ten.
- 8ir H. Campbell-Bannerman .—And yet the

ed in one of two languages, both of whic

are uuintelligible to the people ?

.\ Mr. Chamberliin.—The right hon. gentle
{iman has stated the mat’er perfectly accura

Chitelys h uage is really a patois

e, is inadequate - as :

n. the Courts.’ Ata

decision of the Government in regard
not in - ac-

preserve the great Imperial-

L .l {:‘t \“ ‘,‘
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has been used in the Courts, and now the
only change we have made is that where a
British subject is concerned English shall be
‘used in the Courts in a criminal case, and
‘may be used in a civil case. But in ng case
is the Maltese language to be used in the
Courts, and if it is, it is to be interpreted by
‘ap Italian interpreter. The same position
" prevailed in the Transvaal. :
~~ 8ir H. Campbell-Bannerman.—Tg that g |
good example to cite ? (Hear, hear.)
- Mr.Chamberlain.—I am only quoting it
-for the particular purpose of answering the
right hon. gentleman.” Dutch was used o the:
‘Transvaal, but the people who spoke the taal
of the Transvaal did not necessarily under-
'stand Dutch, and the taa) is not used in the
Courts. In the same way the Maltese, or taal,
is not used in the Courfs except to be trans-
lated into the literary language of "Italian.
There is one correction which Iwish to make.
By aslip I said that Lord Carnarvon was
the Colonial Secretary in 1887 ; I meant to
say Lord Knutsford. :
:Mr. Boland said that,on the understanding
that the proclamation would be withdrawn,
he asked leave to withdraw the amendment,
The amendment was withdrawn.

“Tae Tiass,” Jaw. 30, 1902,

_ “2'The debate on Malta has served a useful
purpose by giving M. Chamberlain one of
those opportunities he knows how to uge. A
‘group of politicians in the island have been
-manufacturing a grievance for some time past
~out of whatis called the “language question,”
nd on‘Tuesday one of the Irish Nationalist
embers sought to assist them by moving an
mendment to the Address. Mr. Chamberlain
emolished the alleged grievances very com-
letely and declared that on the main issue
olved—the right, namely; of Maltese parents
hoose whether their children should be
g ; i in addition to
altese—the Government were determined
- to adhere to their decision “at all hazards
~and against all opposition.” But with regard
-.t0 a measure of secondary importance—the
oposed. substitution of English for Ttalian
the language of the Courts several years
nce—they have seen their way to make a
congcession. They have resolved to withdraw

proceedings in the Courts are 1o be conduct- :

e proclamation” which declared the inten-

lion of th.e Government that, when the time

Mr. Chamberlain makes no secret
in his conviction that language will be
ish and not Ttalian, in addition, of course-
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to Maltese; so that the withdrawal of the
- proclamation will probably be of no substan-
tive moment. It was, however, intended to
have, and it has already had, a result outside
Malta which the British people will hail with
sincere gratification. The proclamation had
hurt the susceptibilities of a nation with which
since its birth our relations have been parti-
cularly close and friendly.
naturally proud of “one of the most beautiful
and classic languages in the world.” They
fancied that they saw in the proclamation an
attack upon that language. We believe that
they misunderstood our action, as assuredly
they misunderstood our purpose. But the
people of England would be grieved to hurt
the feelings of a race to whom they are bound
by so many ties, even though they think that
their own conduct was free from all legitimate
reproach. They agree with Mr. Chamberlain
that a good feeling between the two nations
. 1s a “national asset for both™ and that no
efforts should be spared on our part to remove
any misapprehension which might lessen the
sympathies that have so long existed between
them. They will be touched and gratified by
the very remarkable outburst of good will with
which the action of the Government in with-
drawing the proclamation has been hailed hy
all sections of the Italian Press. They will
be pleased to learn from the official “Tribuna”
that this was in truth a “graceful concesston™
to our friends, of which the grace is enlimced
as that journal points out, by the fact that it
is not the fruit of discussions between Rome
and London, but a spontaneous act of courtesy
and consideration to the sentiment of ocur old
allies. We may regret that owing to the
errors of our diplomacy a cloud should have
arisen between us, which we could not disjel
without a sacrifice in what are clearly the
internal affairs of the Empire. But we maoke
that sacrifice with cheerfulness, and the {act
that we do so, when it lies in such a sph.re,
is the best proof of the esteem and regard we
cherish for Italy,

The merits of the controversy with the
Maltese agitators are perfectly clear. The
population of the island are, and always have

been, heartily loyal to the Empire into which, .

as a striking inscription over the main guard
opposite the Governor Palace proclaims, they
voluntarily entered a century ago. The great
mags of them do not speak or understand
either English or Italian. Their native tongue
is a patois of Arabic unintelligible beyond
their own shores. It is unfitted for the
transection of legal business. - Under the
Knights of Malta legal deci'sions and many
deeds and documents were in Latin.  After
the British occupation Italian, which was
then the literary language best known ‘in

The Italians are:
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the island, was adopted in the Courts. As
time has gone by during which Malta has
been the station of a great British garrison,
a great naval port, and a great commercial
port, English has mnaturally become more
useful to the majority of the people than
Italian, whils the nwmnber of English-speaking
suitors in the tribunals has greatly increased.
Until rocently no adequate measures had been
taken to meet this change in the situation.
Quite lately a British officer was committed
to gaol—though he was not actually impri-
soned-—by one of the Maltese Courts for
refusing to sign a deposition in Italian which
he did not understand. That scandal drew
attention to the grievance of Inglish suitors,
and it was enacted by Order in Couneil
that English prisoners should be tried in
English and that civil suits wliere one of the
parties was Inglish might be so ftried.
Opportunity was taken at the same time to
give Maltese parents the right of having their
children taught English or Italian in the
schools as they might choose. They quickly
showed that they appreciated the privilege. .
Absolutely no compulsion was put upon them
by the authorities. They make their choice
every yvear, and the return in the Blue-book
published last swimmer shows how they made
it for loys, 1349, and 1900. 'The proportion
who elected for English was 954, 97-1, and
98+5 for the three years. As Mr. Chamberlain
says, their choice was a matter of course.
They knew that it was to the interest of.
their ehildren to leara the greatest commer-
cial language of the world and the langzuage
most immediately vseful to thom in the daily
business of their Lives. Then came the agita-
tion, in which, as Mr. Boscawen pointed out,
the agitators had to haranguc their hearers
in Maltese because the latter would not have
understood. them in Italian. All sorts of
monstrousfaliles as to the objects of the
change were invented and circulated, and
these tactics for a time bore some fruit. - The
percentage fell to 75 per cent., but a recovery
has set in and it has again risen to 80 per
cent. The Government are resolved to do
their plain duty Ly this great majority of
the population and to uphold for them their
freedom of choice in spite of the dictation
of the little band of agitators. No other
course was open to them, and no other course
would have been tolerated by English opi-
nion.

These gentlemen, or some amongst them
aflect to take themselves very seriously. They
tallk about their right to self-rovernment and
to the administration of their own affairs.
Under the Constitution of 1887 they have a
majority in the Council of Government. They

‘have abused their position by refusing to votg
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the necessary taxation. Bven yesterday, after replace Italian as the official language in
the news of "My, Chamberlain’s speech had fifteen years’ time laid down an almost neces.
reached them, they only condescended to vote | sary regulation for a Britigh colony, and it
a month’s supply for education, and they ex- | was suggested by the case of ap English officer
pressed the hope that the concession made by | who was sent to prison because he would not
the Government extended to that subject. Tt sign a document in a foreign tongue. The
was quite time to teach them their place, and sudden withdrawal hasg gratified Ttaly beyond
unless they are very foolish persons they will Ineasure; but it could only have been made
learn it from Mr. Chamberlain. The Govern- by a strong member of g, strong party and not
ment, as he warned them, cannot allow the |- Wwith impunity by him. Tf he has pleased our
“childish game ” in which the agitators are allies, he has put a premium on captious
engaged to go onin a great Imperial fortress, intrigue.

The elected members are quite insignificant

persons. The electorate is very small, and MALTESE GRATITUDE,
only a very small proportion of the electorate .

takes the trouble to vote, Yet the small local “THE GLoBE,” Frs, 99 1902
politicians chosen in this tashion have delibe- T )

rately and avowedly set themselves to work For some time past the arrogant vestyv.
to bring the government of Malta to a stzmd—_ men who compose Pthe greater part of tl‘ze
Stll. The islanders, and the great body of Maltese Council have been trying to curry
British soldiers and sailors who are constan- |y © o with the more excitabie ;)ortion of
tly there, hzwe‘been saved from serious mjury | 4o constituents by refusing to vote the
a4t the hands of these men ouly by the exercise supplies necessary for the administration of
of the right possessed by the Govel'l}lne11t to the island. Not unnaturally, the Governor
legislate over their heads. That Light M. has been obliged to wary ‘ythem that if they
lem})erlmn tell§ them, will be f}'eely exer- persist in this policy of cutting off their nose
cised if they continue to be recalcitrant, It to spite their face it fwill be llbcessary to

they continue too long, a further step may be make some change in the Constituti
. pei=t el p g ; 10n of the
taken. The Duke of Wellington thought 1t as island, and theirareply has been to resign in

te]

ulliiafc.)nable to %.ltvetf” cotnsmtutlon fto M‘%ﬁa a body. In the Governor’s warning they
Q. » a - an-of- . R N i A

A48 %0 g1ve a constitution to a man-o War. we | o fect to see “ill-advised violence "and “magked

“avtocracy.” The whole thing would be too

have given her 3 constitution, but if she

P(?‘ﬁMStﬁ m reﬁu&ng 1t to {‘Lfmjce{ Jf'hiqu?t%ﬁn childish to deserve any attention if it did not

T nise whether, in the interes 80 ® | constitute a significant comment on the sur-
render of the Home Government to thejr

Empire as well as in the interests of the
Mltese themselves, we should not revoke it. demands on the langua, ge question. In res.
ponse to the agitation of g few busybodies,

THE LAN GUAGE QUESTION . Mr. Chamberlajn allowed himgelf to be per-

suaded into withdrawing an Order in Council
which, as everyone knows, would have been
of the most manifest benefit to the Maltese
At M amb S £ themselves, and could, at the worst, only have
of irritating foreign nations unnecessarily, Inconvenienced a few pettifogging lawyers for
now and again he is peculiarly successtul in a short time. This ig the gmtigude he gets
Pleasing them. “In the history of the British in return. These Councillors cannot under-
Parliamient” says the ‘Tribuna’ “was written stand a concession being granted for an

yesterday the most beautiful page of the other reason, since thejy vanity is almost ag
record of the relations between the British their ignorance, There must be o more
and Italian Governments,” Both in its length / nonsense in dealing with them, We hold
and in its subject matter Mr. Chamberlain’s Malta as a great pﬁce of arms for the general
speech on the language question in Malta was | bonefit of ths British Empire, and sq long as
quite unexpected. The little agitation in they do nothing to interfere with itg usefulness
Malta had seemed a thing of the past and in in that respect ang can behave themselves
the first instance it was got up only by a clique | decently, the Population are free to govern
of Ttalian lzL)wyel'.s who made money by their | themselves pretty much ag they please. But
monopoly of Italian. The l&ngque of the f when they come to refusing to pay their taxes
Maltese people is not properly Italian and the and to embarrassing the Governor in the dis-
British Government allows every parent to charge of hig important duties to the Empire

decide if hig child, who naturally beging Ly thoy must be taught their proper place, and
learning Maltese, shall afterwards be instruc-- we hope M. Chamberlain wil] take the task
ted in English or Ttalian, Mr. Chamberlain’s in hand without delay.

01'18111&1 Proclamation that Enghsh should R

“SATURDAY Review,” Fug. 1, 1902,

If My, Chamberlain ig sometimes accused






